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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2005 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 2) 2005 

Declaration as Urgent 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Treasurer) [2.56 pm]:  In accordance with standing order 168(2), I move -  

That the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) 2005 and the Appropriation (Consolidated 
Fund) Bill (No. 2) 2005 be considered urgent bills.   

This motion is necessary to allow debate on the second reading of the budget bills this week.  It is anticipated 
that we will conclude the second reading debate this week, making it possible for us to go into the estimates 
committee process next week.  It is therefore important that we pass this motion.   

Question put and passed.   

Cognate Debate 

On motion by Mr E.S. Ripper (Treasurer), resolved - 

That leave be granted for the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) 2005 and the 
Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 2) 2005 to be considered cognately, and for the 
Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) 2005 to be the principal bill. 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 26 May. 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [2.57 pm]:  I will make some comments on the appropriation bill, but I point out that I 
am not the lead speaker on this side of the house in this debate.  I will touch on some issues concerning the 
budget, to which this bill relates.  As I outlined in my maiden speech, I am most concerned about the provision 
of core services in regional and rural Western Australia.  I elucidated some key issues in my maiden speech, such 
as the provision of health, power, water and education services, and road and some port infrastructure.  The core 
service that I will touch on today is health services.  I will later touch on some of the issues surrounding the drug 
strategies that were elucidated in the budget.   

Health services are vitally important to rural and regional Western Australia.  I will initially talk about services 
and then about infrastructure, and how these relate to the delivery of health services in country Western 
Australia.  The budget papers refer to the provision of medical services to regional Western Australia, including 
the need for a second psychiatrist at the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital, the need to establish a specialist medical 
service in the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital, the need for an emergency care project for the goldfields south east 
region mental health service, the need for a paediatric registrar in the goldfields south east region, the need for a 
gynaecologist in the great southern region and the need for some obstetric services for the Merredin District 
Hospital.  The budget papers also touch on stage 2 of the Western Australian Country Health Service’s 
transportation review, including trends and future demands.  They touch very lightly on the demands on dental 
clinics in Western Australia, but refer mostly to Joondalup and forget about places that are desperate for a public 
dental clinic, such as my home town of Esperance.   

While on the subject of the Western Australian Country Health Service and the lack of funding to promote 
Western Australian health in regional and rural Western Australia, I will briefly touch on the South Australian 
experience, because I read with interest the issues concerning that state, which is very close to ours.  It was 
interesting to note that the Minister for Health and the Minister Assisting the Premier in Social Inclusion in 
South Australia issued a news release announcing a $27.2 million package to support country doctors in that 
state, and I quote - 

A major $27.2 million package of initiates to improve working and living conditions for country 
doctors has been announced by the State Government.  

Key features of the four-year package include:  

•  increased on-call and other allowances  

•  improved locum (relief) services for overworked doctors, and  

•  increased further development and training support for country GPs and specialists, and 
scholarships for country students, as well as country-based hospital internships.   
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Health Minister Lea Stevens says the four-year package has emerged from a groundbreaking 
consultation process involving rural doctor representative groups and 185 doctors practicing across 
country South Australia. 

I recommend those comments to the house.  It is a sad reflection that some of those issues are not taken up more 
robustly by this budget.  The details of the package are fully funded by the state budget.  The 2005-06 budget for 
country health is $372 million, up by $44 million, or 13.4 per cent, compared with the 2004-05 budget.  The 
package genuinely represents the start of a new partnership with rural doctors.  More than that, it will improve 
health delivery to country South Australia. 
Without doubt, there is a significant problem with the medical work force in rural and regional Western 
Australia.  We have had a country health services review - a separate document that has already gone through its 
processes.  It is unfortunate that that review now seems to actually fall outside the findings of the Reid report, 
because this is in fact a Western Australian problem, not just a Perth metropolitan problem.  It is a problem 
throughout Western Australia.  Everything is not all right.  If it were not for the advent of overseas-trained 
doctors, medical services in the vast areas of Western Australia would be in dire straits.  The medical work force 
issues I refer to are all about the significant question of how to get doctors into the community of Western 
Australia to service its needs.   
Mr R.C. Kucera:  And have geographic provider numbers. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS:  I will get to that very shortly.  
For instance, if we are to upgrade metropolitan obstetric services, as the budget papers state will happen, the 
rural area also needs general practitioners in obstetrics to practise there.  Western Australia needs to train more 
doctors.  It was very interesting to attend the Australian Medical Association conference in Darwin last weekend.  
Australia will increase the number of doctors it trains.  In the next three years 1 700 doctors a year will graduate 
from Australian universities, with Western Australia increasing its output of doctors by 40 per cent.  More than 
200 doctors will graduate from the University of Western Australia and more than 80 from the new medical 
course at the University of Notre Dame Australia.  There are a couple of issues concerning the training of 
doctors.  One issue that was raised at the Darwin conference is the need to train doctors in their clinical years, 
particularly in years 4, 5 and 6.  It appears that there is a pending crisis in the availability of clinical training 
posts in Western Australian hospitals because of this increased load.  It was obvious from what was said at the 
conference that these clinical places must be provided by both the public and private sectors, and that educating 
medical students in their clinical years will require funding from both commonwealth and state governments.  
The house may not know that medical students in their first couple of years, depending on whether they are in a 
graduate course, as has commenced at the Notre Dame University, need to be trained in a hospital.  Medical 
students study for the first two to three years in a lecture room and then move to a clinical hospital setting where 
much of their training, tutorials and lectures are carried out.  We must make provision for these clinical posts in 
WA hospitals.  I am sure that we could think a little laterally and include hospitals not only in the metropolitan 
area, but also in regional and country Western Australia.  However, there is also concern about not just training 
more doctors, but getting doctors to go where they are needed.  Where will all those doctors go?  Will they 
practise in inner Subiaco or will they practise where people need doctors?  This is obviously not only a state 
problem but also a federal problem.  We are all part of Australia and we must service the people and the 
communities in Australia.  Where will Kalgoorlie get its paediatrician?  Where will the Kimberley get its 
physician?  Where will Kalgoorlie get its second physician to run its special care unit, which has now closed?  
Where will Merredin get the general practitioner obstetricians to run its obstetric service, much needed by 
country women?  What about the general practitioners for a very large number of under-serviced practices 
throughout the state?   

I will just touch briefly on a couple of issues.  The economic viability of country practice has been called into 
question in a recent study done by the Rural Doctors Association of Australia in conjunction with Monash 
University.  It found that just over 50 per cent of stand-alone general practices were not viable.  Most of those 
that were viable were only so because of the income the practitioner was receiving from the local hospital or the 
Department of Health as a visiting medical officer.  Stand-alone viability is a major concern for young, and not-
so-young, doctors setting up practices in the bush.  There is also a culture of divide - going a long way away 
from services in the city for doctors and their families.  It is important to recognise that the concept of the rural 
clinical school, in which students spend a whole year of their medical training in the bush, goes some way to 
bridging that divide.  

The next issues I mention are not necessarily politically correct, or supported by rural doctor organisations.  One 
organisation supports the issue of rural consultation item numbers.  When looked at in the context of the 
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economic viability issues, the fee structure for rural and remote area doctors should include a margin for 
isolation, and what we call complexity.  Complexity issues mean that delivering a service in Perth is not the 
same as delivering the same service in Meekatharra, Kalgoorlie or even Esperance.  That isolation and 
complexity need to be recognised because of the involvement of the general practitioner almost from go to whoa 
in all of the illnesses that come through his door.  He is both the first point of contact and the person who 
manages the condition.  He has no ability to refer his cases to specialists around the corner, because he is the 
only person providing the service.  Because of that, there should be some recognition of complexity, which 
would go some way to addressing the economic viability issues of a country practice.   

On-call arrangements have been addressed over the past couple of years by the government and the Department 
of Health.  For the first time in my town, over the past 18 months to two years there have been some on-call 
arrangements for doctors servicing country hospitals. 

I will urge some attitudinal changes that may help some doctors continue to practise in the bush.  I would, for 
want of a better term, call this the need for a doctor-friendly Department of Health.  We must have friendly 
regional directors with flexibility to accommodate the medical services in the bush.  

I will refer briefly to an experience in Gnowangerup.  The concept of on-call arrangements for one general 
practitioner was planned for the area around Gnowangerup, including Katanning and Kojonup, and that person 
would cover the other two or three towns on the weekend.  That was a good concept, but the distance between 
the towns meant that a female GP, who had young children, had to get out of bed on the weekend at one o’clock 
in the morning and travel 50 kilometres to the next town.  That was never going to be workable; in fact, it was 
dangerous.  The doctor often found that on her non-rostered weekend, she would see patients at the hospital.  
However, because she could not contribute to the roster system that was set up between the towns, the 
Department of Health decided that it could not pay her for seeing the patients in the hospital on her non-rostered 
weekend.  I ask the department to exhibit some flexibility and to perhaps make some attitudinal changes to make 
the delivery of medical services in the bush possible. 

As the minister alluded to in his short interjection, there are also concerns about zoning provider numbers or 
geographical provider numbers.  Not all of this is supported by doctor organisations.  However, if we are truly 
serious about getting all the doctors that are trained in medical school to actually service the community where 
they are needed, there must be some consideration of provider numbers.  The argument could perhaps go along 
these lines: there are no provider numbers to practise in inner Subiaco because there are plenty of doctors in 
inner Subiaco, but if a doctor would like to go to Esperance, Kalgoorlie or wherever else there is a need for 
medical practitioners, a provider number would be available.  I often hear that this is not a police state and that 
this is a draconian move that would take away people’s rights to practise where they would like to practise.  I 
understand that.  However, I am a person who practised in the bush without coercion for 25 years, in what at that 
time was a small town called Esperance, which had a population of 4 500.  I suggest that once the cultural divide 
is overcome, many doctors find that it is a good and satisfying practice, their families like living there and 
country life is good for the kids etc.  Although a doctor may look on a map and see how far away a certain place 
is, once he gets there he finds that it has some positives for his lifestyle and that of his family.   

It is important to talk about rural consultation item numbers, zoning provider numbers and special rates for 
practitioners.  People say that that is just all about money issues, and money does not solve everything.  Money 
does not solve everything, but this is not an issue of just money.  Nevertheless, the income of a practice must be 
such as to make it economically viable - stand-alone general practice viable - without the visiting medical officer 
income from the hospital, to encourage doctors to go to these places to set up general practice.  It is those 
financial rewards, albeit modest, from the improved rates that allow doctors to make lifestyle decisions about 
holidays and education for their children.  They are also given flexibility in making life sustainable in rural 
Western Australia for their own personal reasons.   

Many small hospitals throughout Western Australia, particularly in the wheatbelt and the south of the state, have 
no medical staff based within the hospital.  They therefore operate under visiting medical practitioner 
arrangements.  That is not so much the case in the north, because most of the medical practitioners work under 
salaried arrangements.  Visiting medical practitioners are actually deemed to be contractors, and their rates are 
based on what is called a modified fee for service.  I commend the state government for establishing special rates 
under these VMP fee-for-service arrangements to include a rural and remote margin to encourage doctors to 
continue to work as visiting medical practitioners in state country hospitals.   

I draw the minister’s attention to the fact that the VMP agreements are due for renewal on 30 June this year.  A 
number of doctors telephoned me this morning to express their concern about the tardy progress of these 
agreements.  When I was president of the Rural Doctors Association, concerns were expressed about the fact that 
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these agreements would arrive on doctors’ desks at the last minute and they were expected to sign them before 
30 June before they had had a chance to talk to their colleagues or their legal representatives about them, or in 
some cases before they had even had a chance to read them and think about them.  The VMP agreements involve 
financial arrangements such as consumer price index adjustments and remote allowances etc.  They also involve 
clinical responsibilities such as the need to be on call, and quality assurance issues such as informed consent, 
clinical audits and peer review.  Those agreements need to be presented to doctors in regional and rural Western 
Australia without delay.  The contractual arrangements for the visiting medical practitioners in Kalgoorlie are of 
particular concern.  Tomorrow is 1 June.  That means that doctors will have less than a few weeks in which to 
sign these agreements.   

While I am on the issue of providing health services to the bush, I must say that I was disappointed that the only 
dental clinics that were mentioned in the budget are Joondalup, Kununurra and Bunbury.  Although the people in 
those areas will be very grateful for that, I suggest that in many other areas in Western Australia, particularly in 
the wheatbelt, and in the south east of the state, such as in Esperance, there is also a dire need to establish and 
sustain public dental clinics.  In my town of Esperance a full-time public dental clinic was established within the 
Esperance District Hospital for concession card holders and pensioners who cannot afford to attend a private 
dentist.  The full-time dental practitioner worked for some 12 months before the position became part time.  My 
town needs a full-time public dentist.  The position was advertised as part time.  We already have within the 
hospital a purpose-built section to service public dental patients; in fact, we need the services of two full-time 
dentists within the public dental system.  The position was advertised only as part time and could not be given 
full-time status.  The person who showed some interest in that position needed a full-time position, but there was 
no flexibility in the system to overcome the problem of servicing the dental clinic.  Many regions within Western 
Australia are in the same position, and the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder has a dire need for dental services. 

Over the next 10 minutes or so I will touch on some of the infrastructure issues involved with delivering health 
to Western Australia.  No money has been allocated to the Esperance District Hospital for its much-needed 
redevelopment, particularly the casualty department, the day-care surgery unit and the maternity unit.  
Denmark’s planned multipurpose site is slowly gaining momentum, but only $250 000 has been apportioned to it 
this year, and $250 000 next year, making a total infrastructure commitment of $500 000.   

Today the member for Murray presented a petition from more than 1 000 petitioners stating that the Murray 
District Hospital is in dire need of some upgrade.  In contrast, there is a $49 million commitment to Geraldton, a 
$25 million commitment to Broome and a $20 million commitment to Albany, representing $5 million, 
$2.4 million and $4 million from this budget respectively.  Although it is encouraging to see these areas of 
regional Western Australia receive funding, this highlights what the smaller areas are not getting; yet, those 
smaller areas still deliver valuable health services to the community.  All that is big is not necessarily better and 
all that is small does not necessarily need to be wound up.  That is shown when the audits are done and the 
dollars do not add up.  As I said in my maiden speech, if we number-crunched every area in every small country 
hospital and every service provided in the bush, we would not end up with many services.  It was concerning that 
mention was made of the significant funding allocated for the Royal Perth Hospital trauma unit, when this house 
has discussed the closure of Royal Perth Hospital.  That may support previous comments made from this side of 
the house that Royal Perth Hospital provides the lion’s share of acute emergency treatment in the metropolitan 
area.  The upgrades in my region are essentially poor.  They will not happen in Kalgoorlie, and they are meagre 
in Denmark.  They do not include Esperance.  The people who live in my region pay taxes and contribute very 
significantly to the gross state product of the region.  They must not be forgotten. 

I turn to wider issues.  Drug abuse and the drug abuse strategy are part of my shadow portfolio.  As a doctor I 
have an interest in, and knowledge of, the area.  Sadly, I see the consequences of chronic abuse of drugs for 
young people and their families, as well as older people.  On Monday I had the fortune to visit the Palmerston 
residential care centre.  It is a rehabilitation farm for people aged 18 to 25 who are caught in the web of drug 
addiction.  Such drug addiction may include alcohol - with or without the illicit drug of marijuana - and much 
harder drugs, such as heroin.  People can be self-referred or referred by a court as part of a court diversion 
program.  Such people would be subject to a court order in an attempt to deal with the problem.  People are 
required to attend in an attempt to free them from the web of addiction that is destroying their lives and those of 
their families.  However, diversion referrals from the courts represent the minority of cases that go to 
Palmerston.  There are four other components of the drug rehabilitation program that is run by the Palmerston 
Association from its main office in Northbridge.  Because a minority of the clientele come from diversion orders 
from the courts, governments sometimes do not see it as a constructive program when it comes to funding.  The 
work of these organisations is very much like that of Teen Challenge, which I mentioned in my maiden speech in 
this house.  The work helps people enormously to live useful lives instead of living dysfunctional lives.  It also 
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helps to relieve the pain and suffering of their families.  The Palmerston Association and its five components are 
funded on a budget of $2.8 million.  It has 51 staff and more than 25 volunteers.  I commend to the house their 
work in getting people’s lives back on track.  What takes lives off track?  There are myriad reasons.  State and 
federal governments can play a role in sending the right message to people about our concerns with drugs.  They 
should not send the wrong message.  This house has previously discussed the wrong message sent by legislation 
in the two-plant policy for marijuana.  We know that 2.6 kilograms of high-strength marijuana can be grown 
from two cannabis plants in one year.  To suggest that there will be no criminal repercussions other than a slap 
on the wrist sends the wrong message to young people in our community.  I note with interest that the 
government had the audacity to suggest that opposition members were highlighting how young people could 
grow marijuana for a year and, as a result, lead them to lives involving drug dealership.  I found that to be a very 
interesting twist in this issue.  However we twist the issue, the Cannabis Control Act sends the wrong message to 
young people.  

I draw the attention of the house to page 470 of volume 2 of the Budget Statements.  Under the heading “Drug 
and Alcohol Strategy Coordination, Prevention and Treatment Services” the first dot point reads - 

Implement the ‘Western Australian Drug and Alcohol Strategy 2005-2009’ with the vision of providing 
access to the best services and programs to prevent, reduce and delay alcohol and other drug-related 
harm within the state.  This includes the development of Agency Drug and Alcohol Action Plans by key 
social and human service government departments to achieve an across-government approach to 
address alcohol and other drug problems within the Western Australian community.  

I do not know whether it will cost any money to do that; it will probably not be a lot.  More importantly, I do not 
think it will address the problem with any “rubber on the road”.  The second dot point reads - 

Implement the initiatives identified in the Western Australian Alcohol Plan to decrease the problems 
associated with hazardous and harmful alcohol use.  These initiatives include a new alcohol education 
program, alcohol control initiatives, workforce development program and support for communities 
experiencing problems associated with hazardous and harmful alcohol use.  These activities will target 
young people and communities experiencing alcohol-related problems.  

I hope this government will support activities targeting young people by supporting models such as Palmerston 
farm.  

On a wider note, I know this is not just a state government responsibility; it may be also a federal government 
responsibility.  It is also a community-attitude responsibility.  It will be difficult for all the programs aimed at 
addressing alcohol abuse to make an educational impact while advertisements for alcohol are shown on 
television.  Media promotions such as “Stay a little longer” are enormously powerful and send the wrong 
message to people, particularly young people.  Although those wordy programs in the Budget Statements are 
laudable, they are at odds with the continual promotion of alcohol in the media, which is an enormous issue that 
we must eventually address.  Members opposite might say that it is not up to the state government or the federal 
government.  If it is not up to the federal government, it is up to the state government to move towards 
addressing the strong promotion of alcohol in the media. 

I will quickly highlight the fourth dot point of the drug and alcohol strategy coordination report and its reference 
to the volatile substance use plan.  I suggest that any volatile substance use plan will not be effective unless the 
client, patient or victim - whatever one likes to call the person - is removed from an environment that has the 
constant temptation and production of such substances within the community.  The major component of volatile 
substance use is petrol and glue sniffing.  I had two patients who were Aboriginal kids sent home to Esperance.  
They are now suffering from dementia.  One of the concerns was that, in a kind way, we could not remove them 
from the environment that kept allowing them to participate in that behaviour.  It led to not only schizophrenic 
and schizoid behaviour but also, finally, dementia.  It was sad to see that, despite all my efforts and those of 
other support agencies, it was impossible to remove them from that environment.  For petrol sniffing, glue 
sniffing and volatile substance abuse, until there are more such places as the Palmerston farms of this world so 
that those people can be removed from such an environment and establish abstinence, more and more cases such 
as these will present, as will the sad consequences of them.   

Mr Acting Speaker, I thank you for your indulgence.  I speak to this appropriation bill just to outline that there 
are some concerns with the delivery of health in regional Western Australia.  They are a long way from being 
solved.  I understand that money will not solve all those problems, but there must be the attitude to address these 
country issues, and many places in Western Australia have not received much needed funding. 
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MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse) [3.44 pm]:  Before discussing the specific issues of the budget that relate to my 
electorate, it would be wise to pause for a while to highlight the growth that has occurred, and continues to 
occur, in the towns of Busselton and Dunsborough.  Those two areas have enjoyed a population growth in the 
vicinity of five to seven per cent for over 10 years.  That effectively means on the ground that the current 
regional population of 24 000 will grow to approximately 50 000 over the next 10 or 11 years.  That is not 
merely as a result of our high levels of fertility, of course, in that wonderful part of the world.   

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  The member for Capel has four children.  It is also a product of the fact that it is an 
attractive area.  People are very keen to move there, especially, nowadays, young families.  It means for those of 
us who live there that every year 500 new homes are constructed in and around Busselton and Dunsborough.  
Although 500 new homes may not sound like many in the context of home construction in and around Perth, in 
our local area it represents a significant number of new homes.  That creates a lot of economic, environmental 
and, of course, social pressure for locals.  Through a combination of good planning at the local and state 
government level and good luck, most people who live in the area argue that, despite significant growth over the 
past 10 to 12 years, their lifestyle expectations continue to be met; that although the environment is under threat, 
it is still in relatively good shape; and that the local area is a buoyant place to live, to do business and to work. 

However, the Vasse electorate has faced one significant issue during the terms of successive governments; 
namely, attracting its fair share of investment in state government infrastructure.  It is pleasing to note that this 
budget delivers some infrastructure investment to my electorate.  I note that the Minister for Peel and the South 
West made great store on the budget, stating that it is wonderful for the south west.  This is the subject of some 
debate.  I am sure that the position of some members on this side of the chamber will differ from that of the 
minister.  The minister attended the budget breakfast held in Bunbury on Friday.  People intended to run the 
minister out of town at the start of the breakfast, but they had just laughed him out of the breakfast by its end.  
One of the reasons for that attitude is that, if the coal-fired power station at Collie is taken out of the equation, 
much of the expenditure in this budget for the south west will not be expended until well into this budget cycle; 
that is, it will be expended in three or four years or possibly longer. 

Let us consider some of the more significant aspects of the budget for the Vasse electorate.  The government has 
committed to commence work on what is commonly known as the Vasse middle school, which, when complete, 
will cost in the vicinity of $27 million.  The government has committed $6 million in 2005-06 to commence that 
project.  Some concerns are held that the school will not be open for the commencement of the 2007 school year, 
as intended - it is more likely it will open in the middle of 2007 or at the start of 2008.  This school project is 
critical for my area.  Importantly, Dunsborough and Busselton are served by Busselton Senior High School.  
Although some minor capital expenditure has been directed to that school over the years, it is essentially a high 
school built in the 1950s to cater for a population of approximately 800 students.  It is a school, I am proud to 
say, that I attended, as did Hon Barry House, the honourable member for the South West Region. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Those are fine, upstanding members of the community. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  I thank the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for that comment.  He might be interested to 
know that Hon Barry House and I were both head boy of that fantastic institution. 

Moving on, the school is under immense pressure.  Its student population is well in excess of the number it was 
intended to house.  The current population is 1 000 or 1 100 students.  The quality of its core facilities is poor by 
modern education standards.  The middle school will go some way to address these issues, and I assure members 
that the middle school will be a welcome addition to public education infrastructure in my electorate.  However, 
it is important to understand that once the new middle school is built, if there is no investment at Busselton 
Senior High School in not only catch-up maintenance but also significant capital improvements, we will run the 
risk of developing a two-tiered education system in my town; that is, the old Busselton Senior High School will 
be attended by students to the east of the geographical divide that the Department of Education and Training will 
place on a map of Busselton, and students who live to the west of that line will attend the new school.  That is a 
significant concern.  We will draw this matter to the attention of the Minister for Education and Training and her 
departmental officers in the near future.  It is very important that that improvement be available to all students if 
education facilities move ahead.  That is something I am certainly keen to work very hard to avoid.   

It is also important to understand that there is a significant need to upgrade some of the primary schools in my 
community and the communities I represent, Busselton and Dunsborough.  We have a situation that I suspect 
occurs in a lot of Western Australian country towns; that is, when new primary schools have been built, they 
have been excellent schools with an excellent standard of amenity.  One primary school in particular, the West 
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Busselton Primary School, has an excellent reputation in our community but its facilities are old.  Its classrooms 
are simply not capable of suiting modern educational practices, especially those based around, as I have 
discovered lately, collaborative learning approaches.  These matters need to be taken on board.  As the local 
member, I refuse to sit on the idea that we have received funding for a middle school and nothing else needs to 
be done.   

It is also time for the town of Dunsborough to be recognised for what it is; that is, an emerging town in its own 
right.  For all too long, Dunsborough has been seen as a satellite suburb of Busselton, occupied mainly by retired 
people who had made a lifestyle choice to relocate there.  It is a vibrant, growing, aspirational community with a 
large number of families and, in particular, a large number of young children.  I encourage the government, and 
will encourage the minister and the community in due course, to initiate a local area education planning process 
in that town to try to develop a long-term educational program for Dunsborough as a stand-alone urban centre.  I 
have every confidence that when that process is completed, we will see the need for a second primary school 
and, in due course, a middle school in Dunsborough.   

I am pleased also to note that some $6.4 million has been allocated in the budget to fund a very interesting 
project called the third flood detention basin in the Busselton flood mitigation project.  I am not sure whether 
you recall, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), but some years ago Busselton was subject to quite severe 
flooding.  We live in an interesting town.  We are surrounded by an agricultural area that has a very effective 
drainage system.  We have the nearby Whicher Range, down which rain flows quite quickly into the Vasse 
River, the main river through town, and also into the Vasse River diversion drain, which is designed to carry 
excess flood water through, sadly, the middle of residential Busselton and into the ocean.  It is a fact that in 
extreme rain events, the town floods.  Of course, this has significant repercussions for both the physical aspect of 
the town and the people who live there.  The Busselton flood mitigation project was an extensive initiative of the 
government to try to prevent this from happening, and the third $6 million flood retention basin is a very 
important part of ensuring that my community will be free from the threat of flooding.  As an aside to the flood 
mitigation program, the walls of the diversion drain - the drain runs through the middle of highly populated areas 
of Busselton - are in serious need of repair and re-coring.  In fact, during the last flood event it was quite 
disturbing to see bulldozers and other heavy earthmoving equipment positioned against these walls to stop them 
collapsing and to prevent large sections of the town being subject to inundation.  A lot more needs to be done 
with the Busselton flood mitigation program, but this is certainly a step in the right direction.   

I was pleased to see funding for the Bussell Highway, which is to the south of my electorate.  Bussell Highway 
connects Busselton to Margaret River and eventually to Augusta.  That road is increasingly heavily utilised and 
there is an extreme need to upgrade it.  Just over $2 million in funding has been provided to enable the road to be 
widened and passing lanes to be added just to the north of Metricup Road.  That is a good outcome and certainly 
a step in the right direction.  Of course, other significant Main Roads Western Australia projects need to be 
entered into in the Vasse electorate.  Two projects in particular are the upgrading of the intersection of Bussell 
Highway and Caves Road, or what is commonly referred to as Monaghan’s corner, and also the intersection of 
Caves Road and Cape Naturaliste Road in Dunsborough.  I am pleased to note in the budget that a couple of 
thousand dollars has been allocated to assist in the planning for Monaghan’s corner.   

I will spend a little time talking about a subject of some interest to this chamber; that is, sewage.  It was 
interesting to note the reaction last week in the chamber, in the press and among the residents of Victoria Park to 
the bursting of a sewerage pipe in that lovely suburb.  Lo and behold, sewage spilled into some areas of that 
suburb.  It is interesting to note that reaction, because very old septic tanks are still used in large, centralised, 
urban areas of my home town of Busselton.  Those areas contain several hundred households and several 
thousand residents.  Busselton is very low lying.  As the natural ground water level rises in winter, many of the 
people who live in areas in which septic tanks are used cannot flush their toilets.  I have received reports of 
people who have opened their dishwashers in the morning to find them full of waste water that has backed up as 
the watertable has risen.  Although the bursting of the sewerage pipe in Victoria Park last week caused shock, 
dismay and disgust, that is something that residents of Busselton have had to put up with for many years.  For 
much of the winter and early spring, the leachate from the septic tank systems rises to the surface, mixes with 
rainwater and fills the puddles in the streets in which kids play.  The sad thing is that this area of Busselton was 
intended to be included in the infill sewerage program.  That program was a wonderful initiative of the Court 
Liberal government, but it sadly fell off the budgeting priorities.  As a result, half of Busselton was deep sewered 
under that fabulous initiative, and the other half was sadly left to the variances of septic tank systems.   

Mr G. Snook:  Like elsewhere.   
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  Yes, like elsewhere.  That is simply not acceptable.  It was interesting to note in the 
bowels of the budget document an allocation of $34.5 million for infill sewerage.  One hopes that this allocation 
will help restart West Busselton’s stalled infill sewerage program.  I received a letter from the Water 
Corporation’s infill sewerage project manager, which stated that construction works on the Busselton infill 
sewerage program were expected to start in or about June.  I have a sneaking suspicion that those works will not 
begin in or about June, but I assure the project manager and the government that the residents of West Busselton 
and I will watch with intense interest to see what happens with the infill sewerage program.  That program is 
critically important to that area from the point of view of not just public health but also the environment.  A large 
amount of septic tank leachate flows into Geographe Bay.  The lack of deep sewerage is also holding up the 
redevelopment of whole areas of the older urban parts of Busselton, where people want to redevelop their lots.  I 
will conclude this brief dissertation on sewerage by saying that we will watch the progress of the infill sewerage 
program with some interest.  The residents of Victoria Park may have suffered one day of inconvenience, but we 
have put up with that inconvenience for many years.  It is something that we want fixed in our town.   

The government has failed to address in the budget one of the major issues in the Vasse electorate.  I note, and I 
am sure you are very happy to see, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), that the budget provides funding for 
the Albany Regional Hospital.  The Acting Speaker is nodding knowingly.  He did a good job in securing that 
funding.  However, Busselton District Hospital and the delivery of health services to the Busselton and 
Dunsborough community remain untouched.  The people of my region do not have to watch how any 
government funding will be spent in our region this year because we did not receive any funding for capital 
works and the like.  It is important to understand that Busselton District Hospital was built in 1978.  That does 
not sound too long ago.  However, the interesting point is that the hospital was built to service a regional 
population of 8 000 people.  The population of the region is now 24 000, and is estimated to be 50 000 in 10 
years.  The point I am trying to make is that the hospital is old and fails to support modern medical technology 
and the population of our region.   

Busselton District Hospital has been the subject of a number of studies and reports, especially over the past six 
or seven years.  As an example, in 1999, as the member for Capel would recall, the South West Area Health 
Service’s strategic plan, or a document of similar name, was prepared.  It identified the need to upgrade the 
Busselton District Hospital.  As a result of that plan, a master planning process for the hospital was commenced.  
I believe the 1999 master planning process identified four different options for the redevelopment of the 
Busselton hospital.  It concluded by saying that these things needed to happen and that for the project to be 
progressed to the next stage, a business planning exercise would need to be completed to justify an investment.  
Of course that did not happen and not a cent has been spent on the hospital.  Interestingly, the master planning 
process also identified $500 000 worth of critical maintenance and serious issues at the hospital that needed to be 
addressed straightaway.  Last year that figure had risen to $1.2 million.  The hospital that services the towns of 
Busselton, Dunsborough and a lot of the lower south west area through the cape requires $1.2 million of critical, 
urgent maintenance that is unfunded.  This budget includes no money to address it and it is an area of significant 
concern.   

That was 1999.  Let me leap ahead to 2001 when another report, called the Bunbury health plan, was done.  It 
said that there was an urgent - not critical - need to upgrade the emergency department of the Busselton District 
Hospital.  Members should remember that this is an emergency department that services a resident population of 
24 000 and a holiday population of well in excess of 100 000.  It is an emergency department where nurses have 
absolutely no protection from members of the public.  Indeed, members of the public who enter the emergency 
department, especially after hours, have complete and unfettered access to the entire hospital.  The triage area in 
this hospital is in a corridor.  One sits in a chair in the corridor and if the door is open, which it generally is, one 
is in direct line of sight of the main entrance to the hospital.  This is an emergency hospital where after hours the 
two or so nurses who are on duty and are generally trying to attend to the needs of the patients are kept busy on 
many nights dispensing Fitpacks to those people who choose to collect them from the hospital.  In 2001, the 
Bunbury health plan identified the emergency department at the Busselton District Hospital as needing an 
upgrade and now - five years later, heading into six years - guess what?  Not a cent has been found for that 
facility.   

A couple of other features of the local health service really need to be highlighted to the house and, more 
importantly, placed on the public record.  First, our hospital has experienced a significant cutback in ancillary 
staff; that is, those staff who support the health professionals to do their job, which is, of course, the care of 
patients.  An interesting manifestation of that cutback in ancillary staff is that for large periods during the day, 
nurses are forced to answer calls to the hospital.  Our primary care providers, who are highly trained professional 
nursing staff, provide phone answering services at the Busselton hospital.  They also have to assist in receiving 
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deliveries to the hospital and then moving those goods to the various destinations around the hospital.  Quite 
simply, this is unacceptable. 

The Busselton hospital has a birthing suite.  I know because I have been involved in two births in that birthing 
suite, and I got to observe a third one that was not even mine.  I looked through the peephole because there is no 
privacy in the birthing suite.  My wife was having our eldest boy and I happened to look through the peephole 
and observe a third birth in the other room.  It was very interesting. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  I do not think you should be admitting to it. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  I looked away very quickly but the impression was made.  It highlights my point that 
there is no privacy in the birthing suite. 

Mr D.A. Templeman:  It was probably scared too. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  That child has never been the same.   

I come back to the point that the main birthing suite in the Busselton District Hospital does not have an ensuite, 
although I think one either is being built now or has just been finished.  For many years there was a painted line 
on the floor.  People would go in there and ask what the painted line was for and they were told that was where 
the walls would go for the ensuite.  If the lady giving birth or someone else in that room needed to go to the 
toilet, they had to walk across the corridor in full view of the public.  That is quite simply unacceptable.    

I will quickly refer to another couple of issues.  Busselton District Hospital has a very modern piece of 
technology called a computerised tomography scanner.  CT scanners are amazing, but the amazing thing about 
Busselton’s is that it does not work.  It has not worked for the best part of a year, despite the fact that we have 
been assured it is in working order.  People who attend the Busselton hospital for a CT scan will generally be 
admitted to the hospital.  However, the hospital will ring the volunteer ambulance service, which will turn up and 
drive the people to Bunbury, approximately 50 kilometres away, so that they can have a CT scan.  This is an 
enormous drain on the local volunteer St John Ambulance, although its coffers are well lined at $395 a time to 
run people over to Bunbury.  I can only imagine, though, that it must be at enormous cost to our local hospital.   

Another issue about Busselton hospital is that the operating theatres are closed for six weeks a year.  When I 
asked why, I was told that it was to provide maintenance and so that the staff could take holidays.  I have done 
some checking and, indeed, many of the theatre staff are reassigned to other areas of the hospital during the six 
weeks the theatres are closed.  The types of maintenance conducted during those six weeks are procedures such 
as cleaning airconditioning filters, replacing light bulbs and resealing floors.  These are not what I would call 
maintenance procedures that would generally require the closure of operating theatres for six weeks.  Some 
specialists in the community would happily use that time, and other times when the theatres are not used, to treat 
private patients, but they cannot.  The closure places significant increased pressure on the local public health 
system and denies the hospital the opportunity to generate additional income.  Despite all of those things that I 
have outlined, the current budget does not address those issues. 

As an aside, I should note that I am cautiously optimistic that the minister is aware of the plight of the Busselton 
District Hospital.  He recently corresponded with me and gave me an assurance that planning is under way for 
the development of a new hospital at Busselton, and that adequate community consultation will occur during that 
process.  I can only hope that his and the government’s good intentions will transform themselves into budgetary 
commitments at a future stage. 

I will also touch on a couple of other aspects of the budget that affect my electorate, in particular taxation.  Like 
the rest of Western Australia, the residents and the small business community in my home town of Busselton - 
indeed, everyone in my electorate - are subject to what I consider to be an onerous state tax regime.  I am 
particularly interested in highlighting the issue of land tax.  I know that land tax is of some interest to the 
Treasurer.  First of all, I believe that some movements in the brackets, or banding, to which land tax applies are, 
at best, dust in the balance when compared with the overall burden of land tax.  I do welcome, albeit with some 
reservations, the move by the government to give caravan parks a 50 per cent land tax concession.  I am unsure 
whether those lifestyle villages we talked about earlier today qualify as caravan parks.  However, this is a very 
important step in the right direction.  It is interesting to note that these changes have been largely driven by a 
group of local people - I am very proud of the people involved - from my electorate.  The minister provided a 
great deal of assistance to these people so that they could articulate their concerns about land tax.  I will spend a 
minute telling the house why they had those concerns.  I will give the house the example of a local caravan park 
- I am pretty sure these figures are accurate - which received a huge land tax bill after its last revaluation.  Many 
people do not know just how large land tax bills are for significant landholdings in high-value areas.  This 
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caravan park in my electorate was classed as a coastal caravan park, and in one year after revaluation its land tax 
bill went from $25 000 to $80 000 - a $55 000 increase in land tax in one fell swoop.  Considering that that 
caravan park charges, on average, $20 a night for a powered site, it would have had to accommodate an extra 
2 500 site nights just to generate the gross income needed to pay the increased land tax.  This happened in a wide 
range of tourism accommodation properties right throughout my electorate and throughout Western Australia.  Is 
it any wonder that they were concerned, and lobbied the minister, resulting in these changes?  Although the land 
tax changes are good, they go only part of the way.  If the government, as it should, has a genuine concern to 
protect low-cost coastal tourist accommodation, it will need to examine pushing these concessions beyond 
caravan parks.  The changing nature of the tourism market has meant that a large number of low-cost tourist 
accommodation services are now provided outside of what would be traditionally termed caravan parks.  I will 
be seeking some clarification during the estimates hearings about what the definition of a caravan park is and to 
whom these rules will apply.  It is a very important point.  Low-cost tourist accommodation is under threat, 
especially in coastal areas of Western Australia, right from Broome to Esperance.  We have an obligation to 
generations of Western Australian who enjoy holidaying on the coast to preserve those sites from the economics 
of property value rises forcing them out.   

Mr D.A. Templeman:  How many caravan parks are there in your electorate? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  I think there are three bona fide caravan parks.  This is one of the things that needs to be 
explored.  Most members would be aware that the nature of caravan parks has changed, because the returns are 
so low.  This is something that needs investigation.  There may be four caravan parks now, because I had the 
pleasure of opening a new one at a sausage sizzle.  

Mr D.A. Templeman:  I do not wish to take up your time, but what percentage of caravan park residents would 
be permanent? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  There are not many in those parks.  There are some others that have nearly all permanent 
residents, and are called lifestyle villages, but I have not included those.  That is one thing that needs to be 
fleshed out.  The other aspect of land tax is that it threatens other land uses, apart from accommodation.  For 
example, I am aware of two restaurants in my electorate that no longer trade as restaurants, because the owners 
have been forced to subdivide the land and build accommodation - not short-stay accommodation, but houses 
and the like - simply because they cannot afford the holding costs on the land and the restaurants are not 
generating the income required.  Land tax is a significant issue, and if the government is serious about making 
significant changes to the land tax regime in this state, more initiatives need to be undertaken than were outlined 
in the budget.   

I will raise a couple of other budget-related items in my electorate that, while, not included in this year’s budget, 
will have a need for state government funding in the future.  One is the Busselton jetty, a tourism icon near and 
dear to my heart, which is in urgent need of a $16 million upgrade to, quite literally, stop it from falling into the 
ocean.  Most members in this house would be aware of the underwater observatory built at the end of the jetty 
last year.  Unfortunately, it is a sad fact that the little train that used to take people to the underwater observatory 
has now closed because it is unsafe, and some sections of the jetty are under threat and may not survive this 
winter.  The estimated cost of repairing the jetty is $16 million, which is beyond the capacity of the local 
community.  At some stage in the next year or so, that community will be approaching the state and federal 
governments to ask once again for the generous support that has so far been provided to the Busselton jetty.  
Jetties are also of topical interest in Dunsborough, which is home to a significant ecotourism industry, based at 
this time of year around whale watching, but moving to other forms of water-based tourism as the year 
progresses.  Thus far, there are almost no facilities in Dunsborough to facilitate a potentially very valuable 
tourism-related activity for Western Australia.   

I will now turn my attention to the budget as it applies to small business, which is one of my shadow ministerial 
responsibilities.  In my opinion, the government has failed small business in Western Australia.  This budget 
gives me, and I am sure the small business community of Western Australia, no confidence that that record will 
change.  In my brief time in the house, I have considered the performance of the Minister for Small Business 
when questioned on some aspects of his portfolio.  For example, I have considered his responses when 
questioned about the applicability of electricity rebates, I think, when people in small businesses lost their supply 
of electricity for more than 12 hours.  He had no answers.  We asked him recently about tax relief for small 
business.  Again, the needs of small business were completely ignored.  I recall with some interest the minister 
being questioned about his support for exemptions from unfair dismissal aspects of employment law for small 
businesses with fewer than 20 employees.  He made the comment then that the state government has argued in 
support of those exemptions.  Of course, we all know - I am sure the minister present would agree - that the state 
government is definitely not in support of those exemptions. 
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Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The confusion arose because on that day the commission brought down a determination on 
redundancy in small business. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  Yes, I am well aware of that.  I was not confused.  The Minister for Consumer and 
Employment Protection was a little confused, and I am sure he will admit that the Minister for Small Business 
was very confused.  That indicated an inability to grasp some of the fundamental issues that confront small 
business in Western Australia. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  What - because we went into the commission and argued for small business and won the 
case? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  I was referring to unfair dismissal legislation, as the minister well knows.  The budget 
papers mention that the confidence of the small business sector in Western Australia has been boosted over the 
past 12 months.  However, let us look at the facts.  Do the facts bear out the government’s claim that the 
confidence of small business in Western Australia has been boosted?  The answer is, of course, that they do not.  
I ask members to consider, for example, the statistics from the Australian Bureau of Statistics for the 2003-04 
financial year.  The bureau uncovered that the number of small businesses in Western Australia fell by four per 
cent.  That is not a large fall, but the fact is that across Australia there was an average growth in small businesses 
of 7.6 per cent.  In the last financial year, Western Australia was Australia’s worst performing state in the 
number of small businesses. 

A report has recently been released by an organisation called Sensis.  That report is called the “Sensis Business 
Index - Small and Medium Enterprises”, and it does a number of things.  Sensis generally surveys small business 
to try to get a bit of a handle on its level of confidence and its views on employment and capital expenditure.  It 
even asks small business what it thinks about how the government is going and how its policies are impacting on 
small business.  We must remember that the budget papers claim that the government has boosted the confidence 
of the small business sector.  However, the Sensis index says that small business confidence has fallen 
dramatically in Western Australia, to its lowest level for two years.  It also says that small and medium 
enterprises’ capital expenditure is falling and that SME employment is forecast to fall.  In other words, the 
confidence of small and medium businesses in Western Australia is shaky at best.  They have very little 
confidence in the policies of the government, and this government has failed, and continues to fail, small 
business.  Small businesses were asked a question about their understanding of how government policies are 
affecting them.  Forty-seven per cent of Western Australian small businesses believe that the policies of the 
Gallop Labor government work against them.  Do members know how many small businesses say that the 
policies of the Gallop Labor government favour and support them?  It is 12 per cent. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Is that all? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  That is all. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Good gracious! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  It is outrageous.  I say to the member for Hillarys that when I read that, fortunately the 
member for Carine had some smelling salts and she was able to revive me from where I had collapsed on the 
floor in disgust.  However, we box on. 

As I highlighted earlier, the fact is that the government and the minister do not understand the issues facing small 
business in Western Australia.  Small business talks over and over about three or four significant issues.  Those 
issues are loosely defined as taxes and charges, particularly stamp duty-related taxes and stamp duty-related 
imposts on the cost of doing business.  The Treasurer had a bit of tinker and flutter with stamp duty reform, but 
he got scared off and did not get very far.   

Small businesses in Western Australia want industrial relations reform.  They do not get that in this budget.  
They also want better access to training for themselves as small business people, and better access to skilled 
labour.  I have examined the funding in the budget for the business enterprise centres.  Business enterprise 
centres play an extremely important role in supporting small businesses, particularly in regional and rural 
Western Australia.   

Mr G. Snook:  What support did they get in this budget? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  That is a very good question.  I will tell the member in a second.  Stop interrupting me!  
The extensive network of business enterprise centres in rural and regional Western Australia helps businesses in 
two very different environments.  It help businesses that are struggling because their region is in decline.  It also 
helps businesses, such as those in the area that I come from, to grow and develop the skills they need to compete 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 31 May 2005] 

 p2520b-2579a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Dr Graham Jacobs; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr John McGrath; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Katie Hodson-
Thomas; Acting Speaker; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Gary Snook; Mr Terry Redman; Mr John 

Day 

 [12] 

against new entrants into the local market, particularly new international entrants, and to maximise the economic 
opportunities that are available.   

Mr G. Snook:  Is that the case in your area? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  Yes. 

Mr G. Snook:  What about in the wheatbelt? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  In the wheatbelt they are helping them in the battle to survive.   

It is interesting to read the forward estimates.  The government has failed to fund the business enterprise centres.  
The member for Wagin asked the Minister for Small Business some time ago about the painfully long and 
frustrating review of the business enterprise centres.  The minister said he has had to bump out the funding for 
another six months because he cannot make up his mind.  The reason the minister cannot make up his mind is 
that he does not like the model that the Small Business Development Corporation has put forward.  He is scared 
that if he puts that model into the public domain he will be torn asunder by the complaints that will come 
forward.  In 2005-06 - the current budget year - the funding has gone up.  However, in 2007-08 the funding will 
drop, not by a small amount, but by about 18 per cent in real terms. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Eighteen per cent? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL:  Yes.  The real funding to the business enterprise centres network in Western Australia in 
2006-07 will be cut by almost one-fifth.  That provides an interesting insight into the thinking of the minister and 
the government about the business enterprise centres.  They want to cut them back.  They want to get rid of the 
business enterprise centres in rural and regional areas and centralise the operations of those centres.  The proof 
lies in the fact that they intend to cut real spending on business enterprise centres by 18 per cent.  That is very 
disappointing.  It is a sad indictment of the current Minister for Small Business.  It is probably an even more 
stinging indictment on the former Minister for Small Business, whomever that may have been .   

I now turn my attention to my other shadow ministerial area of responsibility, which of course is industrial 
relations.  Industrial relations is not what one would call the most capital intensive component of the budget.  
The budget does not contain a lot of significant industrial relations projects.  However, the budget papers do 
contain some interesting comments about industrial relations.  The budget papers state that the department will 
be very busy assessing the government’s - I assume that is the federal government’s - proposed legislation to 
create a unitary system of industrial relations.  Those words appear at least twice in the budget papers.  I will be 
very interested to see the results of this assessment.  It is a well-documented fact that we on this side of the house 
do not support the federal government’s endeavours to remove our rights as a state to legislate and control 
industrial relations.  However, we agree 100 per cent with the outcomes that the federal government is trying to 
deliver for employers and employees in Western Australia.  The state government has in many ways abrogated 
its responsibility as a manager of industrial relations.  It was interesting to hear the federal minister state on the 
weekend that over the years he had received continual complaints from people who operate businesses in 
Western Australia about the need to change industrial relations in Australia.  I am sure that this assessment of the 
industrial relations system will highlight that Western Australia has the worst industrial relations system in the 
commonwealth, but, worse, it has the highest level of industrial disputation of any state in the commonwealth.  
This state government has instigated a system at a state level that has forced hundreds of thousands of Western 
Australian workers into the federal system and it is also threatening investment in this state.  These are factual 
statements; they are not value judgments.   

Last week I attended the annual general meeting of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of WA at which the 
Premier spoke.  He extolled the wonderful record of the state government in the areas of the environment, 
stimulating investment, infrastructure etc.  However, the publication put out by the CME was critical of the job 
that the state government had done with industrial relations and it stated that the government failed to deliver a 
system that was relevant to Western Australia, relevant to Western Australian businesses and relevant to Western 
Australian employees.  The governments review into industrial relations reforms will indicate to the minister that 
we have problems in Western Australia, we need a system that embraces workplace agreements, we need a 
system that enables employers and employees, whether individually or in groups, to make agreements without 
third parties, we need to simplify the award process and change the way we set minimum wages to make it more 
economically relevant, we need to liberalise unfair dismissal laws and we need to crack down on illegal strike 
action and inappropriate industrial behaviour.  That review will indicate that whilst the government does not 
agree with the process - nor do we on this side of the house - we think the outcomes will be pretty good, and this 
government should get on with them and implement them here in Western Australia.  Although that is one of the 
chief outcomes that the government has set for itself this year, I bet the minister will ignore the review 
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completely, because we all know that the minister is philosophically opposed to this system, despite the fact that 
the government is failing again and again. 

In conclusion, this budget is big:  it is big on spending, especially in the city; it is big on tax, especially on small 
business; and it is big on borrowing and big on debt.  It is a budget, like the performance of this government, of 
lost opportunity.   

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [4.28 pm]:  I rise to speak on the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill 
(No. 1) 2005 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 2) 2005 as the member for South Perth but 
also having regard to my shadow portfolios of seniors, racing and gaming and liquor licensing.  First, I will 
address my electorate of South Perth, which is obviously very near and dear to my heart.  I noticed from the 
budget that we did have a couple of gains.  The Perth Zoo was allocated $2.6 million to complete work on its 
Asian elephant exhibition, which is fantastic.  It is great that we support the Perth Zoo, because it is a wonderful 
Western Australian institution, and although it happens to be in South Perth, the Perth Zoo is enjoyed by all 
Western Australians and many thousands of overseas visitors.  Therefore, not only the people of South Perth 
enjoy the Perth Zoo!  The new program will be funded by the government to the tune of $2.6 million.  It is a 
great initiative for the Perth Zoo.   

Other funding that the electorate of South Perth will receive is $650 000 for work to be undertaken at the 
Boronia Pre-release Centre for Women.  That does not do too much for the people of the South Perth electorate.  
The $650 000 is for the benefit of the inmates at the prison.  However, the money will not be spent on throwing a 
party for the inmates; it is for infrastructure and other works.  However, I am still looking for something for the 
people of South Perth.  The people of South Perth were overlooked when the new Mandurah railway was 
announced.  The plans have been put in place but there is no train station for South Perth.  Residents can just sit 
on the foreshore and watch the trains go by.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Has the member read the Hansard debates on that?  The previous member was one of the 
biggest objectors to that. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  That was the previous member; he had his independent view.  The people of South Perth 
feel let down by not having a train station.  We now know that there will be a train station in the second phase of 
the railway.  That will be very important for the 600 000 people who visit the Zoo every year.  Despite that, the 
people of South Perth still feel left out. 

Not only do the residents not get a train station on the new, wonderful line that will carry hundreds of thousands 
of people to Mandurah, but also the government has taken away one of the ferry services.  The people of South 
Perth are without a train station and a ferry service.  The Coode Street ferry was the most under-advertised 
service in the world.  No-one knew the service was operating; it was the best-kept secret.  It ran at very bad 
times.  It was never promoted as a service in the way that the Queensland government promoted its ferry service 
on the Brisbane River.  I would like to see a similar service in Perth, which encourages the use of our waterways.  
The Queensland government offered free travel on the ferry service for six months.  That is how a ferry service 
should be promoted; it is how governments get people to change their travel habits.  It gives people an 
alternative to driving into the city or catching a bus or train.  Instead of that, we have lost the ferry service.  The 
people of South Perth have missed out again.  I wonder whether it is some form of conspiracy.  If people live in 
South Perth, they are seen as being of great wealth.  As a resident of Como, I can assure the house that such is 
not the case.  A lot of young, aspiring families and others live in South Perth who are not wealthy.  A lot of 
people live in Homeswest houses in the electorate.  Parts of the electorate might be wealthy but, generally 
speaking, it is not a super-wealthy electorate. 

I ask: what has South Perth received?  What is Western Power doing for the electorate?  Western Power will 
have $600 million worth of capital expenditure this year.  I applaud that; it is necessary to put that money into 
infrastructure.  We need the infrastructure to be fixed.  We need a regular power supply; it must be dependable.  
South Perth needs more underground power, which is something the residents have been pushing for for some 
time.  Five parts of the electorate still have unsightly overhead powerlines.  Of the $600 million in capital 
expenditure for Western Power, $20.6 million is set aside for underground power.  That would hardly be enough 
to light the Treasurer’s backyard!  The $20.6 million is for the whole of Western Australia.  How much will that 
achieve in the metropolitan area?  We also know that some of the funding will be used for country areas.   

The residents of South Perth would like Western Power to expand its underground power program.  People are 
embracing the installation of underground powerlines, and it will make our suburbs look much more attractive.  
It will enable our power supply to operate without as many breakdowns as it has in the past and the streetscapes 
will be more aesthetically pleasing because the trees will not look as though they have been hacked about.  The 
South Perth community is urging Western Power to recommence the underground power scheme.  We want to 
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convince the government to spend more money from its massive budget on the underground power scheme.  
However, I concede that my electorate has not missed out completely.  An underground power service east of 
Como - that part of Como on the south side of Canning Highway - will be commenced in March next year.  That 
will be the second or third part of the electorate to receive underground power.  We are waiting for that service 
to be provided in South Perth, Hurlingham, Kensington, Manning, Salter Point and parts of Victoria Park and 
Bentley that were formerly in the Premier’s electorate.  The people of South Perth have missed out again on the 
installation of underground power.  

I refer now to the Water Corporation.  Over the past few weeks, my electorate has had the benefit of much of the 
good work done by the Water Corporation!  It has been fantastic!  As a result of a sewage spill near the Coode 
Street Jetty, contamination was likely to affect anyone who walked his dog within 10 feet of the water’s edge.  
That part of the river was closed in that area until the spill was cleaned up.  Then a mains water pipe by the 
Kwinana Freeway-Mill Point Road on-ramp burst, and as a result, offices and people’s garages were flooded.  
Television footage showed people walking around waste deep in water.  That burst water pipe closed the 
freeway and caused major chaos in our city during peak hour as people tried to get home.  Many of my 
constituents commented on how good it would have been at that time had the Coode Street ferry been operating 
in addition to the Mends Street ferry.   

The next event occurred when the neighbouring electorate of Victoria Park, the Premier’s electorate, experienced 
what one of the members on this side of the chamber called “brown Sunday” because of a burst sewerage pipe.  I 
might have called it “stinky Sunday”.  That burst sewerage pipe resulted in a terrible experience for the nearby 
residents.  The clean-up is still occurring.  I believe that some of the residents affected have not yet been able to 
return to their houses.  Events such as those are evidence that our infrastructure is getting old.  Some of our 
sewerage networks have been in place for a long time.  

The Water Corporation has a duty of care to the people of Perth to provide a map for informing people - the 
Water Corporation’s consumers - which suburbs have the oldest sewerage infrastructure and what condition it is 
in.  The constituents of South Perth, especially in Mill Point Road, believe that the sewerage system comprises 
some of the oldest infrastructure in Perth.  Although many of the buildings are high-rise accommodation, people 
living on the ground floor would be wise to buy a pair of wellies and a couple of mops because we never know 
when something else might happen.  Nothing is stopping the Water Corporation from explaining to the 
community that it is doing its best, what it is doing, which parts of the city contain the oldest infrastructure, when 
it has been inspected and what the Water Corporation plans to do for the relevant areas.  It is simply a matter of 
the community being informed on important issues, especially in light of the incidents that have occurred in my 
electorate in the past few weeks.  I am informed that if the infill development in the more populated parts of my 
electorate in South Perth continues at its present rate, the sewerage infrastructure will not be able to cope with 
the extra demand.  I am sure that the good people at the Water Corporation would have that in mind.  The public 
should also be aware of it and of all the forward planning that the instrumentalities and departments are 
contemplating in their area.  They would then know that the instrumentalities and departments, which are funded 
by taxes, have their best interests at heart and are doing a professional job.  I urge the department to let them 
know.   

The capital works program for the Water Corporation for 2005-06 is reported as being $714.8 million, of which 
$314.8 million will be for the desalination plant.  The government has told us that the desalination plant will be a 
wonderful panacea for all our water problems.  I certainly hope that it will be, but some sceptics out there 
wonder about the environmental damage that it will cause to Cockburn Sound.  We will be watching it with 
interest. 

The Water Corporation could also keep us more informed on water usage by consumers.  When I go for my 
occasional morning walk through the electorate of South Perth, I can see sprinklers still on.  Some constituents 
have contacted me and asked why we do not have sprinkler bans at this time of the year.  I turned my sprinklers 
off about six weeks ago and my lawn has not died.  Some people leave their sprinklers on all through the winter 
months.  Perhaps it is something we should look at.  Domestic water use is not a huge percentage of the total 
water use in the state, but drawing attention to it could help make people water conscious.  The Water 
Corporation should look at maybe having a total sprinkler ban for three months or even four months at this time 
of the year when people could hand water, if they needed to.  I will be raising this matter with the Water 
Corporation.  I hope that the corporation will take it on board. 

Another annoyance that residents have brought to my attention is the number of infringement notices that have 
been handed to people who have breached water usage restrictions.  How many people have actually been fined 
for abusing the sprinkler roster?  Is it a common occurrence among householders in Perth?  The Water 
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Corporation could be more involved with the community and keep the community more up to date with what is 
happening.   

Still referring to the Water Corporation, because it has been so much in the news lately, I notice that 
$34.5 million of the Water Corporation’s budget will be directed to continuing the implementation of the infill 
sewerage program.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  How much? 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  It is $34.5 million to continue the implementation of the infill sewerage program.  A far 
corner of the electorate of South Perth is very close to the Premier’s electorate.  It is in a part of Waterford-
Bentley, near Manning Road.  It is not the new Waterford Estate but part of the area still called Waterford.  
Basically, it is opposite Clontarf Aboriginal College on the other side of Manning Road and close to the Canning 
River.  The residents of that area are still using septic tanks.  My electorate office has made inquiries of the 
department.  Apparently there is no plan in the near future to connect those houses to infill sewerage. Those 
people live very close to a river that we are trying to protect, and a river that has had some history of 
contamination over recent years.  I am sure that the implementation of the infill sewerage program could help in 
some small way to alleviate that problem.  I move on to another area of the budget from which the people of 
South Perth would like something - the begging bowl is not out completely, but we seek a little consideration.  I 
refer to education.  I note some huge spending on education by the government, which is great, as we need a 
strong education system.  An allocation of $226.9 million is provided for infrastructure at government schools 
and for training facilities.  The budget papers are detailed in outlining spending on education infrastructure.  As 
expected, many schools throughout the state will receive expenditure. 

Work will continue on three replacement primary schools at Coolbellup, Manjimup and Shark Bay, and work 
will continue on three new primary schools at Baldivis, Secret Harbour and Two Rocks.  These six primary 
schools will be completed during the 2006 school year.  That is great.  The 2005-06 budget also provides funding 
for commencement of the construction of six new primary schools and one replacement primary school.  The six 
new schools will be at Hopetoun, Bertram, Canning Vale, East Butler, Neerabup and Tapping, and the 
replacement primary school will be at Mt Barker.  All these new schools will be fantastic.  The 2005-06 budget 
provides $35 million to continue the construction of the replacement facility for Kwinana Senior High School.  
This program has received a lot of publicity.  The existing school was built in 1956, and it will be replaced by a 
middle school and a senior school linked to TAFE and Murdoch University, and completion is expected in early 
2008.  I have not been involved in the education portfolio, but that appears to be a good initiative. 

I now refer to areas closer to home.  South Perth does not generally need new schools - although one school may 
need replacing, and I will refer to that in a minute - but schools in the South Perth electorate are ageing and need 
capital works expenditure.  Some schools have been on the capital works funding list for some time, but once 
they reach the top of that list and it is time for them to receive funding - ka-ching! - some other school jumps 
over the South Perth schools and receive funding.  I do not know whether that is because they are in the South 
Perth electorate.  I will speak about this problem in a moment.  

An allocation is made of $28.7 million for the completion of major additions and improvements at Bunbury, 
Carnarvon, Eastern Hills, Gosnells, Hedland, Kelmscott, Melville, Newton Moore, Pinjarra, Rossmoyne, 
Willetton, Cecil Andrews and Woodvale Senior High Schools, and Bullsbrook, Exmouth and Kununurra District 
High Schools.  An allocation of $3.7 million will fund the completion of additions and improvements at 
Bunbury, Darlington, Mt Helena, Roebuck and Upper Swan Primary Schools.  I cannot see South Perth 
mentioned anywhere, but I am still looking.  New works include additions and improvements at Carnarvon, 
Collie, Esperance , Kelmscott, Lynwood - we are getting closer to South Perth - Mirrabooka, Narrogin and 
Wanneroo Senior High Schools, and Kalbarri, Ravensthorpe and Pinjarra Primary Schools.  That is fantastic for 
those schools, but, once again, I cannot see South Perth.  If I were a computer whiz, I could have done a soft 
copy search for South Perth, but I am a bit of a troglodyte as far as computers are concerned and I had to go 
through the hard copy.  I still cannot find a reference to South Perth. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I don’t think it registers on their database. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  South Perth is a good area; more people should live there. 

I now refer to an area of the budget termed “other school facilities”.  I have not given up hope because I know 
that some government members are very fair-minded people.  I know that the minister has recently been to some 
schools in the South Perth electorate.  Maybe she will show some compassion, but we will have to find out 
whether it will be in this area.   
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In the 2005-06 budget the government has provided $5.7 million to complete the provision of administration 
upgrades, covered assembly areas, library resource centres and toilet upgrades at various schools.  This is where 
we might be half a chance.  I know that the minister has visited the Como Secondary College, but it is primarily 
the Como Primary School that I am fighting for.  Next year Como Primary School will celebrate its ninetieth 
anniversary.  It is a pretty old school.  People associated with the school would love to think that next year, on 
the occasion of its ninetieth anniversary, it could have a covered assembly area.  The minister will be invited to 
celebrate with the school under the new covered assembly area.  Those people hope that the minister will accept 
the invitation, but also provide the covered assembly area.  The school has been at the top of the list for some 
time, but, for some reason, the people of Como have missed out.  Recently I wrote to the minister - I am sure that 
she will get back to me - and I referred to the ninetieth anniversary celebrations at the school.  I also said that 
thanks to government funding, the school had been able to build a library in the 1970s - that is 30 years ago - and 
that three years ago, after a wait of 16 years, it got a badly needed new toilet block for the girls and boys.  The 
story was that the girl’s toilet block was very unsafe because it was close to a road and the security was not great.  
Now the school urgently needs a covered assembly area and an upgraded administration block.  I appreciate that 
with the events of recent weeks, in which some schools were flattened by the storms, there will be greater 
pressure on the department.  However, I think this matter should be looked at.  There are four trees at Como 
Primary School.  In summer time the kids have to shelter under those four trees.  They walk out of their 
classroom, sit on the benches where they hang their bags and have their lunch.  They need to get away from the 
classroom so that they can have a proper break.  The school has a parents and citizens association hall, which 
was built by the P&C many years ago; however, the school does not like the kids to use that area because it is 
inside and does not really give them the outdoors environment they need.   

Another area of real concern - I could not believe this when I went to the school - is the archaic conditions that 
the staff work under.  The deputy headmaster has an office that he cannot swing a cat in; it is like a broom closet.  
The medical bay for sick kids is a bed in a little hallway.  If one of the kids is sick, he or she cannot be taken to a 
separate room; the kid has to lie on the bed in the hallway while people walk past.  I know it is difficult for any 
government to meet all the demands of schools, because all schools have wish lists, but I really feel that this 
school deserves some consideration.   

The other school that I have mentioned before in this house is Millen Primary School, which is desperate for a 
toilet block for its children.  I have not found reference to Millen Primary School or to Como Primary School in 
the budget papers.  I have not found reference to Como Secondary College.  This is interesting.  I know that the 
minister visited Como Secondary College.  It desperately needs a lot of work to be done.  It is 50 years old.  I 
know it will have to wait its turn.  It knows it will have to wait its turn.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It is not 50 years old.  The first intake at Como high school was in about 1971.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  No; it was in the 1960s. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  I was in the fourth year to go there.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  No.  Como high school was before the -  

Mr M.P. Whitely:  I will work back.  It would have been about 1967 or 1968.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  The member is older than he thinks.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It is nearly 40 years old, not 50.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I will meet the member for Bassendean halfway: the school is closer to 50 years old than 
30 years old.  The Minister for Education and Training visited the school.  She must have appreciated that the 
school has some concerns.  It is a very good school.  Its students achieve well. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It has a long tradition of producing fine graduates.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  We are not sure about that; the jury is still out on some of them.   

That is another area in which we got out the begging bowl for a little funding.  South Perth wants a little 
consideration.  It does not want to be considered to be a wealthy suburb that does not need any assistance from a 
Labor government.  The people of South Perth are contributing to the state and paying taxes.  They want proper 
consideration.   

What else has the government done for South Perth?  What about the Swan River?  The Swan River is very 
important to the people of South Perth, who have swum and fished in it.   

Dr K.D. Hames interjected.   
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Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I will not go any further.  They have enjoyed the Swan and Canning Rivers. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It was built in 1970.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Okay, Como Secondary College was built in 1970.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It is 35 years old.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  That makes it 35.  When was John Curtin College of the Arts built? 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  I don’t know.  I suspect it is a little older.  My son goes there now.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I will accept the member’s correction, and will double-check it when I go outside.   

As I said, the Swan River is very important to the people of South Perth.  We are concerned about the amount of 
money that has been put aside for the Swan River.  This is something that we have spoken about in this chamber 
for some time.  This year, $3.35 million has been spent as part of a $15.5 million allocation over four years.  
That is not enough.  The Swan River is in a really poor state at the moment.  Members on this side of the 
chamber will work hard to try to convince the government to increase funding for the Swan River.  Following 
the release last week of details of the budget allocation for the Swan River, several conservation groups were 
quite critical of the lack of spending on this iconic river.  An article in The West Australian of 28 May states - 

Wetlands Conservation Society president Phil Jennings said a further $1 million to $1.5 million more a 
year was needed.   

The Government could not continue to stall because more money would be needed the longer the 
problem was left, he said. 

Urgent action was needed because on current forecasts it could take 20 to 30 years to fix the river.   

Conservation Council president Sue Graham-Taylor said the Government should have committed some 
of the money it was making from the resources boom to the Swan.   

The electorate of the Treasurer, the member for Belmont, is bordered on one side by the Swan River, so I am 
sure that he is very aware of the need to protect this great icon.  The article quoted Dr Graham-Taylor as saying - 

“The community expects the Government to do something,” . . . “We have used and abused the river for 
many, many years and it’s going to take a long time to turn it around.  I’d like to see some really strong 
Government commitment in this area.”   

I note that the member for Carine has come back into the chamber.  The same article quoted the member for 
Carine as saying that the Swan River had been crowned the state’s first heritage icon, that it was treasured by 
Western Australians and that more work should be done by the government to protect it.  I commend the 
member for Carine for her comments.  The Swan River does not run through Carine, but the member for Carine 
understands how important that river is to the people of South Perth and the rest of Western Australia.   

Now that I have spoken about South Perth, I will briefly talk about my two shadow portfolios.  The first portfolio 
that I mention is seniors.  I made the point in my maiden speech that the portfolios of seniors, and racing, gaming 
and liquor, were ones with which I had some affinity.  I am rapidly approaching the seniors category.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Are you eligible for a Seniors Card yet?   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:   I think I am, actually.   

I notice in the budget that the major initiatives for seniors are listed as follows - 

•  Improve the awareness, value and relevance of the Seniors Card, particularly in regional areas, by 
increasing the number and type of businesses offering relevant discounts and increasing promotion of 
the card. 

That is great!  To continue - 

•  Support and coordinate key stakeholders to consult and develop innovative and accessible housing 
options for older people. 

That is great for those people who can get housing!  I have tried to get accommodation for some of my 
constituents, with varying success.  To continue - 

•  Partner with local government to support and promote acknowledgement of ageing issues and 
engagement of older people.   
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•  Establish a Carers Advisory Council.   

•  Develop a depression awareness program for older people, service providers, carers and families.   

•  Work with a range of stakeholders to implement and develop an elder abuse prevention alliance to 
inform government policy and promote community and professional awareness and understanding of 
elder abuse.   

•  Design and implement inter-generational strategies to challenge perceptions of and responses to ageing.   

All that sounds fantastic, does it not?  This is all about positive ageing, but what does it really tell us?  It is a lot 
of rhetoric.  I am sure the minister, who was recently in the house, is working very hard for the seniors of 
Western Australia, but the government is not doing enough.  I do not hear the people of my electorate complain 
about any of these things.  They have local seniors centres, can be picked up by the local seniors bus and have 
meals on wheels; they have access to that sort of stuff.   

The seniors in our community need protection against being robbed in the middle of the night, against getting 
home from the shop and finding that someone has been through their house and taken their valuables or against 
being in the backyard while someone sneaks through their front door and takes their purse.  In that regard this 
budget really does not identify the key issues people have.  These people live in our society.  All of us have been 
involved in doorknocking, and seniors have to unlock four locks before they can open the front door to talk to us.  
Some of them are frightened and worried.  They need something more concrete, something they can identify 
with.  Why could the government not have given the seniors something similar to what we proposed in the run-
up to the election; that is, some sort of subsidy to help them install proper home security devices?  I am talking 
not about wealthy people who can afford it, but about seniors who are battling and who do not have security 
systems and must rely on double and triple padlocks and deadlocks that they barely manage to open.  These are 
the sorts of things we should be doing for our senior citizens.   
Also, we have self-funded retirees.  What are we doing for them?  I received a letter from a constituent the other 
day who had written to the minister on behalf of self-funded retirees who find themselves in a situation in which, 
because of the drop in interest rates, they receive less income from their retirement fund than some people 
receiving the pension.  These people are locked in.  They have made a contribution and saved for their 
retirement, but are not receiving the same amount of money as someone receiving the pension.  They need some 
consideration.  This person suggested that these people should receive concessions similar to those that 
pensioners receive.  I read a copy of the letter he wrote to the minister, and one of the concessions he suggested 
was the one free state rail or bus return voucher that pensioners get each year.  Currently self-funded retirees get 
a 50 per cent concession.  Another thing that he said could be given to self-funded retirees, who are on a small 
income due to low interest rates, is a concession for the first 150 kilolitres of water consumption.  Currently there 
is no concession.  These are the sorts of things that we could do for pensioners and self-funded retirees.  This 
government would be seen as a caring government that gives self-funded retirees a concession that they can 
identify with, instead of making them feel good by taking them to the local pool to splash around to music, such 
as in the movie Cocoon.  They must be given something that they can see the benefit of.  If the government were 
prepared to provide a security system for their homes, they would appreciate that the government had helped 
them.   
Mr A.D. McRae:  That is an important issue you have raised.  That same issue has been raised with me.  
However, as well as recognising the fear and vulnerability that older people have, it is important to give them the 
facts about the rate of crime committed against them; it is lower than that of the general population.  Although I 
agree with your remarks, it is also important to communicate to older people that they are not targeted but, 
because of the care they take for their own security, they have a lower rate of personal and property crime 
committed against them than the general population. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Yes, I understand what the member for Riverton has said and I agree that those sorts of 
initiatives are good.  I know that it is happening.  It is happening in South Perth.  The City of South Perth council 
and the police have implemented an initiative to educate senior citizens groups about those sorts of things.   
Getting back to my other shadow portfolio of racing and gaming, it is one that I really enjoy because of my 
background in racing and gaming.  I must say that Racing and Wagering WA is doing a very good job.  Given its 
role in the allocation of funding, it has a difficult job trying to satisfy all the race clubs around Western Australia.  
However, RWWA is attacking this job in the right way.  It is an independent body.  In the old days, country 
clubs had to rely on the principal clubs for funds, such as the Western Australian Turf Club and the Western 
Australian Trotting Association.  It was difficult for country clubs to get what they perceived was a fair deal.  
The principal clubs had to look after their own interests first, as they had to run the bigger meetings in the city.  
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The country clubs had to go cap in hand to try to get a handout, and sometimes the handouts to them were not 
very generous.  The recent stake increase - a package of $81 million all told - to the harness, racing and 
greyhound industries that was announced by the minister was very good.  I hope that the money is distributed 
throughout the state and goes to country centres to help the racing and gaming industry thrive and improve in 
some areas that have been run down.  I give a slight word of warning to the minister: RWWA must be a little 
careful in reducing the number of meetings, which is downgrading some clubs.  Country clubs are terrifically 
important to their local towns and areas.  One country club that I visited recently was the York Trotting Club.  I 
did not attend a meeting there, but I spoke with the secretary, Rob Deadman.  That club is very disappointed that 
its meetings have been reduced from seven to four.  For the benefit of those members who have not been to the 
York Trotting Club, I mention that it is a little track and is probably the smallest in circumference of all the 
Totalisator Agency Board tracks in the state.  However, York has quite exciting racing.  It deals in a certain 
category of horse.  Members will not find Pure Steels and champion horses like that in a place like York.  York 
caters for horses that cannot win big or high-class races in the city.  In a sport like racing, there must be the 
capacity for all horses to earn for their owners.  For York to be cut back from seven meetings to four is a cruel 
blow for the club.  I will refer to some points made by the club in a letter to Racing and Wagering Western 
Australia, appealing against the decision to reduce its number of meetings.  The club gave a number of reasons 
for its appeal: the track has vision capability for Sky Channel television because meetings are held at night; it is 
close to the metropolitan area and surrounding districts; statistics show that the track is safe for drivers and 
horses; when given the opportunity, betting turnover both on and off the course is better than that of most other 
clubs of similar nature; attendances at race meetings are better than at most other similar clubs; the spectacle of 
harness racing brings the public much closer to the action than on the bigger tracks; and the York club is 
basically manned by volunteer labour, and the town really supports the track.  It is disappointing, although I 
know that hard decisions have to be made by RWWA, and that some clubs will suffer a reduction in the number 
of meetings.  I heard on the Liam Bartlett program the other day that the people of Wagin are very disappointed 
at losing meetings.  However, York is a bit different from Wagin.  York is only 100 kilometres from the city, and 
the meetings do not cost anything to run, because they use volunteer labour.  I would like RWWA to have 
another look at York, and maybe find a way to avoid taking those meetings from such a hardworking club.   

All in all, I commend the people at RWWA for what they are doing.  As I said before, it is a difficult job running 
an industry as massive as racing.  The tax concessions will really help racing in the years to come.  Some 
massive projects are planned.  Belmont Park will be completely redeveloped, and Ascot will be turned into a 
track that can be raced on all year round.  Major centres at places like Albany, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Northam, 
Pinjarra and Bunbury have all had injections of prize money.  While some of those clubs are not totally happy 
with what they have, it is a step in the right direction, and these centres are to be given an opportunity to have 
more local people involved in the racing game.  That is what it is all about.   

In closing, I support the budget appropriation bills.  The government is very fortunate in having a massive 
amount of money to spend.  I applaud the money going into better services for the people of Western Australia, 
although  I would like to have seen more money go into tax cuts.  The stamp duty relief for refinancing a 
property is good, but only helps a small section of the community.  I would have far preferred that relief to have 
gone to everyone who has a mortgage.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [5.13 pm]:  It gives me great pleasure to be able to make my contribution to the 
debate on the budget bills before the house.  I would like to start off my contribution by saying that I give a very 
big thankyou to the Treasurer, the Premier and the Gallop Labor government for spending huge amounts of 
money for the people in the electorate of Hillarys!  I would love to be able to say that, but it would not be 
truthful!  I have been all through the budget papers and I cannot find any funds actually being spent in my 
electorate.  Money is being spent in other electorates, particularly some marginal Labor electorates. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  What better place? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Exactly!  Let it be recorded that the member for Swan Hills said “what better place”.  She 
is admitting that, so stuff those people in Liberal electorates.  That is the inference that must be drawn from that 
comment.  No money is being spent in my electorate.  I was hoping to spend the whole of the 45 minutes 
allocated to me espousing the benefits that the people in my electorate would receive from the Treasurer and the 
Gallop Labor government.  I was hoping to spend the whole of that time saying those things, but I cannot do 
that. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You don’t have any schools? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Yes, I have schools in my electorate, but the government does not spend any money on 
them.  There is a school in my electorate that is in desperate need of repair.  Indeed, I would go so far as to say 
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that it probably needs replacing.  That is the Hillarys Primary School.  It has been there for many years.  The 
Department of Education and Training recently sold some land in my electorate that was designated for a new 
primary school in the suburb of Hillarys - the suburb in which the Hillarys Primary School is located.  The 
department sold that land for housing, and it got millions for it.  However, did it use any of that money on the 
local primary school?  Not a cent.  Those people who are involved in the parents and citizens association of the 
Hillarys Primary School have no good words to say about the Gallop Labor government, the Treasurer and the 
past Minister for Education and Training, because he is the one whom they blamed.  The government got all that 
money from the sale of that land and did not spend any money, which desperately needed to be spent, on a 
primary school.  As I said, the Hillarys Primary School is a very old school.  There have been danger periods 
during the time that that school has been in operation, including in recent times.  It has some very large trees that 
have had massive branches falling down from them.  If children had been underneath those branches, God knows 
what accidents and injuries would have occurred.  God forbid, there could have even been a fatality if a child had 
been underneath those branches.  That is because the government is not spending money on the school.  When 
the coalition was in government last time, it spent a bit of money on the school.  It had some money to spend, 
and it spent it on a new administration centre, which the school needed desperately in order for the school to be 
run properly, and on the music room and the computer room.  However, the vast majority of the rest of the 
school desperately needs money to be spent on it.  However, no money will be spent on it, because there is 
nothing in the budget for that.  I wonder why.  Is it because Hillarys is now reckoned to be as safe a Liberal seat 
as it can reasonably be?  That is my contention.  If a Labor member were in my seat, I guarantee that that school 
would be replaced.  However, it will not be replaced while we have a Gallop Labor government, or a Labor 
government under any Premier.  Our current Premier may not be the Premier in four years when the government 
changes, because the way things are going, he is digging himself into a big hole. 

What gets me is that the Treasurer appears on television and speaks on radio and reckons he is a great manager 
of the state’s finances.  I remind people that when Labor came into government, the Treasurer and the Premier 
wanted to introduce the premium property tax.  That was a desperate measure - a real socialist measure.  The 
Treasurer and the Premier would have hit the rich, as they saw them.  Why did they not do it?  It was because 
their federal colleagues gave them a good beating around the head, as it was just before a federal election and 
their federal colleagues knew it was doing them a lot of harm.  Therefore, the Treasurer and the Premier had to 
do an absolute backflip and abolish the premium property tax.  However, what did they do?  They used a bit 
more cunning.  The year after they had abolished the premium property tax they upped the rate of stamp duty on 
property purchases, so that if people were buying a house that was worth more than $500 000, say, the rate 
increased exponentially.  Therefore, the Treasurer and the Premier gained that income, and more, by hitting 
people who had the audacity to try to better their lives by working their way up through the housing system so 
that they could afford a house valued at more than $500 000.  Many houses are in that category.  Many people 
have taken out very large mortgages to pay for those houses.  People have bought those houses because they 
want to do the best they can for their family and give their children a lovely environment in which to grow up.  
However, this government knocks them sideways every time.   

As I said earlier, the Treasurer is not a good financial manager.  It is an absolute nonsense for the Treasurer to 
claim that he is a good financial manager.  In the past couple of years the Treasurer and the government have 
benefited from additional revenue in two main areas.  The first is the goods and services tax.  The revenue from 
the GST has been far in excess of what anyone thought it would be when it was first introduced.  People thought 
it would take at least six or seven years before the state would be in a net benefit position from the GST.  
However, that has happened a lot earlier than anyone anticipated.  The government has reaped hundreds of 
millions of dollars in extra revenue from the GST.  The second is stamp duty on house purchases.  Because there 
has been a housing boom and the government had upped the rate of stamp duty on house purchases, the 
government has reaped hundreds of millions of dollars from stamp duty revenue.  The government has reaped 
over $1 billion in stamp duty revenue just in the past year.   

At the same time as the government has been getting all this money, the level of state debt has gone up.  I said in 
this house three years ago, two years ago and one year ago that the end cost of the rail line to Mandurah would 
be at least $2 billion.  I will keep saying that until that rail line is completed, because that is what the figure will 
be.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  You are misleading the house. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am misleading the house by saying what I believe in?  The member for Riverton should 
get back in his box and stop talking such nonsense!   
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As I said, the government has had all this cash coming in.  If it spent it wisely, one would not mind so much.  I 
will tell members how the government has been spending this money.  I think most people would be outraged to 
learn that during the election campaign the government spent more than $430 000 of taxpayers’ money to fund 
the Labor party’s fly in, fly out marginal seat campaign.  That is what it did.  Thirty-one of the 43 air charter 
flights engaged in by the government during the election campaign were to marginal seats such as Bunbury, 
Geraldton and Albany.  That is an absolute disgrace.  It is an absolute abuse of taxpayers’ money to do that 
during an election campaign.  The Treasurer should demand that the Labor Party repay that money into the 
consolidated fund.  Why should the taxpayers fund the government’s election campaign?  Was the Deputy 
Premier on any of those flights?  

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I understand that the then Leader of the Opposition went to Albany.  Presumably taxpayers 
paid for him to go to Albany.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  By charter jet?  Was it the King Air, or was it the jet?   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I imagine he used his travel entitlements to get there.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I suggest it was mainly the Premier who was flying in and out of all the Labor marginal 
seats, at a cost of $430 000.  That is an absolute disgrace.  That is an absolute abuse of taxpayers’ money.  
Thirty-one of the 43 charter flights were to Labor marginal seats.  That was all done in a six-week period.  Geez!  
The Premier must have suffered jet lag over and over again!  I am surprised he slept well at nights!  I would have 
a hard job sleeping well at nights if I had squandered that amount of taxpayers’ funds!  The Labor Party should 
pay back that money to the people of Western Australia, because it is their money, not the government’s money. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Is this your shock and awe money?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I no understand him! 

I would like to spend a lot of time speaking about my electorate, but I cannot because no money will be spent 
there, so I will have to speak mainly about my three shadow portfolio areas of police, justice and tourism.  I 
would like to be able to have a go at the government for not increasing the funding in those areas, but I cannot, 
because it has increased the funding over last year’s budget.  I am delighted about that.  My only problem is - I 
will find out during budget estimates - where it is spending the money, how it is spending the money and how 
the funds will be administered.  It is great that those portfolios are receiving more money, but I am concerned 
whether it will be administered properly, because I have my doubts.  I will first refer to my shadow portfolio of 
tourism, which I held during the previous term of government.  I have a lot to do with tourism.  The current 
Minister for Seniors was the Minister for Tourism in the last couple of years of the last government.  This 
government must spend money on tourism in this budget.  If it does not, we will have bankruptcies coming out 
of our ears, because this government has squeezed tourism businesses dry of any funding over the past few 
years.  A classic example is destination marketing.  In England alone, in our last term of government in 2000-01, 
we spent $2 million on destination marketing; in other words, promoting Western Australia as a place to visit 
and have a holiday.  However, last financial year this government spent $225 000 on destination marketing in 
England.  Is this government serious about promoting Western Australia overseas?  I do not think so.  I cannot 
understand this, because the government had a lot of money coming in, certainly in the 12 months prior to the 
election, yet what did it do for tourism?  The government shut our shopfronts in Singapore, Malaysia, and also in 
Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria.  The government also shut our shopfront in the UK, because it has 
gone in with the main Australian office, but WA is lost in that office.  We always had a shopfront of our own 
that people could go to so that those who worked there could promote Western Australia itself, not just Australia, 
the same as happened in Malaysia and Singapore.  As I have said before, the people who worked in our offices in 
Malaysia and Singapore and were made redundant by the government during its last term of office, last financial 
year, went to work in Queensland and New South Wales.  All those contacts that those people had are now not 
coming to Western Australia; they are being encouraged to go to New South Wales and Queensland.  I want to 
say one other thing about the United Kingdom when I refer to the lack of commitment by this government: about 
nine or twelve months ago I was speaking on the telephone to a very good friend of mine in the UK.  Apparently 
one of the most popular women’s magazines did a very large exposé on Australia as a holiday place to visit and 
what a wonderful place it was.  Pictures and advertisements appeared throughout the magazine promoting the 
different states and territories in Australia.  Do you know the only state that was missing and about which there 
was no advertising or promotional material whatsoever, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr M.J. Cowper)?  Can you can 
guess which one that was?  This is a difficult question.  I can tell that you know, Mr Acting Speaker, by the look 
on your face: it was Western Australia. 
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What is the government doing overseas and interstate to promote our wonderful state?  For the past four years - 
since we have had the Gallop Labor government - it has done Buckley’s.  The funding has been reduced to such 
a miserly amount that it is a waste.  Spending the money will not do any good.  The government might as well 
close the shop.  As opposed to most members opposite, I have been in business all my life.  This state is 
essentially a shop in that we want tourists to come here.  I have always been of the view that if a person is a 
shopkeeper and wants to sell something, he must put his goods on display, otherwise no-one will come into the 
shop and buy anything.  People will think that the shop is closed.  That is what this government has done over 
the past four years.  It has basically closed the shop.  It did not want to spend any money on advertising or 
promoting the wonderful things in this state.  That is a disgrace.  I am delighted to see that some additional 
money will be spent on tourism.  As I said when the Treasurer was reading his budget speech, it is a case of too 
little, too late.  It is still not a fortune.  The government is promising to spend $20 million, but whether it spends 
that amount is another matter.  The government often makes promises that it will spend money in a financial 
year, but I have noticed that, very often, it does not spend all the money.  It does not spend it all so it has a big 
carry forward into a massive slush fund to be used every four years.  A journalist picked that up the other day as 
a criticism of the Treasurer.  I thought at the time that the journalist was on the ball.  He said what I have been 
saying for the past four years.  I would love to say that the Treasurer is on the ball but I cannot.  Unfortunately, 
he is not, although he is a nice enough bloke.  He and I have got on very well for years; ever since I became a 
member of this place.  We got on well even before that. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  It’s hard not to get on well with you. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That is very kind of the member.  The Treasurer is a nice enough bloke.  We get on very 
well indeed outside this house.  We were on a parliamentary tour one time and we enjoyed each other’s 
company.  However, I must be truthful in this house.  I must have a go at him even though I hate doing so.  I hate 
having a go at any minister but I have to do it because it is my job.  I am one of the shadow ministers and it is my 
job to keep ministers of the government accountable.  That is my job in this house. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  You are just doing your duty. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  There is nothing personal in what I say. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  He believes every word. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The minister or me?   

Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  I believe every word I say. 

Here we are again at budget time.  The first portfolio I am covering is tourism.  The state is awash with cash; it is 
coming out of our ears.  It is because of the increase in tax and stamp duty rates that this Treasurer imposed on 
members of the general public over the past three years.  He increased the stamp duty on property and raised 
other taxes.  We should not forget about the other taxes he increased.  Six months from the election he becomes 
the good news guy.  He told us he would reduce taxes.  However, he does not tell people that he will reduce 
them only a little bit from the massive amount they were increased in the first place!  It is a bit like the quickness 
of the hand deceiving the eye.  He is playing a thimble game.  People are not fooled.  They are not stupid; they 
understand what the Treasurer has done to them.  He has mugged them for four years.  As the Leader of the 
Opposition said the other day, he has nicked $50 from people and given back 10c for good behaviour.  He thinks 
he is doing people a good turn. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I’ll drink to that! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Sorry?  The Minister for Seniors said that he would drink to that.  Does he agree with 
that? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  It is what the Leader of the Opposition would have said. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, it is what the minister said. 

That is what happens in this place.  The government mugs people, boots and all, and then gives back a tickle and 
thinks it is doing people a good turn.  A great deal of extra cash is flowing into the state’s coffers.  The state has 
never had it so good; it is awash with income from all the Treasurer’s tax increases and the goods and services 
tax revenue from the federal government.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Not to mention the small matter of record economic growth.  
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  This government was totally opposed to the GST.  When I was on that side of the house, 
all we ever heard was the Labor Party’s carping and bleating about the GST.  This state has never had it so good.  
I bet the Treasurer does not want the GST to be abolished now.  That would place a huge onus on the Treasurer 
to raise the revenue to run the state.  As the Liberal Party has always said, the GST is the best tax that has ever 
been implemented because it is a growth tax.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  It’s been terrible!   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The Treasurer shook his head and said that it has been terrible.  I think the Treasurer 
speaks with a forked tongue.  I do not believe him.  Goodness me - Pinocchio.  The Treasurer knows the GST is 
the best thing that has happened to this state.  It is the only growth tax that has been implemented, other than the 
taxes the Treasurer has increased over the past three years.  It is the only natural growth tax in place, and that is 
why it is a good tax.  It is a bit like income tax.  We need the GST to survive.  Any government, whether it be 
Liberal or Labor, needs to impose a growth tax.  Thanks to the federal government and the previous Liberal-
National coalition government, the GST has been implemented.  We knew it was right at the time and the 
government knows it is right now.  The last thing the Treasurer wants to do is to give back all the GST.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  What is small business telling you about it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Small business does not have a problem with the GST.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Oh, really.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Small business has a problem with the Labor government’s business taxes it has imposed.  

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The member for Riverton should talk to people in small business; they will tell him what 
they tell me.  They have no confidence in his government whatsoever.  They think their businesses are going 
backwards under his government.  Industry is going back to the archaic days of being run under union rules.  
There is nothing but thuggery and trouble on construction sites.  That is what small businesses are telling me.  
How can people earn a living if they are being forced into becoming union members and being forced into 
making their employees union members?  If they do not join a union, they are not allowed on building sites.  
Members opposite condone the thuggery that is taking place on some of our construction sites.  They should be 
ashamed of themselves.  

Mr A.D. McRae:  I notice that you don’t want to talk about what small businesses are saying about the GST.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Small business people I talk to do not have a problem with the GST.  They complete their 
returns on time.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  You are so out of touch.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No.  I will bet I talk to more small business people than the member for Riverton does.  

Dr K.D. Hames interjected.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Yes.  How many members opposite have ever run a business?   
Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What sort of business did the member for Bassendean run?   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  A publishing business, many years ago.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  A publishing business.  How long did he run it for?  Was it six months or 12 months?   
Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  How many people did the member for Bassendean employ?  He should tell the truth in 
here.  A couple?   

Dr K.D. Hames:  It was a union magazine.  

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It was not a union magazine; it was an entertainment magazine. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  If the member for Bassendean had a business, I bet he ran it on the side.  I do not believe 
that he ran a pucker business that employed people.  I bet he was not creating jobs and wealth for this economy.  
Who else on the other side of the house has run a business?   

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, they have not.  Most members opposite have come through the union ranks.  
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Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The member for Bassendean knows that, and I know that.  How many members opposite 
are ex-shop stewards or student union leaders?  How many members opposite have been very active in the union 
movement?  That is why they are in here.  Was the Treasurer active in the union movement?  Was he a union 
official?   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I am proud to have been an organiser for the State School Teachers’ Union of WA.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  I have made my point.  Members opposite have come up through the union 
ranks.  What do they do for small business people?  They do not do a thing.  They do everything for their union 
mates.  Labor members are beholden to the union movement.  They know that whatever big Kev says goes.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  We do not all belong to unions.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Members opposite do. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The member for Dawesville is their parliamentary representative.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, he is not.  He is a member of a professional association.  I think I have made my 
point.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  He didn’t run a small business. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Are you saying that a doctor’s practice isn’t a small business? 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  He worked in a mole clinic. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  I ran a practice. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That is not a small business. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  Minister, you are a joke.  You are suggesting that a doctor does not run his own 
business. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr M.J. Cowper):  Order!  The member for Hillarys has the call. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I thought I did, Mr Acting Speaker.  I think I am upsetting a few people.  Perhaps those 
two guys should go outside and do what they want to do.  Time is precious and I have many things to say. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  You are misleading the house! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I am not, and I have barely started.  I would ask for an extension, but I doubt whether I 
would get one.  I do not think that one Labor member has any experience in running a business, employing 
people and having the responsibility of paying somebody’s wages every week, which is quite an onerous task.  
This state’s small business people do that.  They are the backbone of our community.  More people are employed 
in small business collectively than in any large business in Australia.  The Treasurer and his government rob 
small business people blind.  They make life as difficult as they can for them, particularly if they are in the 
building and construction industry.  Small business people in that industry have such a difficult time that many 
of them decide at the end of the day that they might just as well give up because there is no money in it.  I know 
people who have been forced to become members of the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union 
simply to be able to go onto a building site.  I cannot remember what forcing someone to do something is called 
in legal terms.  Is it blackmail?  It is called something along those lines when somebody is forced to pay money 
to be able to do a job.  It is a deplorable situation.  If I thought for one minute that Australia would forever and a 
day have a federal conservative coalition government, I would say that we should give it the industrial relations 
powers tomorrow - half of me would, anyway; the other half would still say no, because I believe in states’ 
rights.  However, it is what many small business people would say. 

My time is running out and I want to deal with the justice portfolio.  I think that I have been talking about justice 
for small business people anyway; that is, justice for people who work on construction sites and justice for 
everybody who wants to give a good day’s work for a good day’s pay.  The budget allocation for justice this year 
has been increased, but how will it be spent?   

Mr A.D. McRae:  On justice for the Australian citizen. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  What is that noise I keep hearing? 

Dr K.D. Hames:  It sounds like dogma. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Human rights - 
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The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  It sounds like rumbling in the vegie patch.  I exclude the member for Kingsley from that 
remark. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Better than the compost heap. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Better than the drip tray. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That was almost a joke.  Let us get back to more serious issues, because this is a serious 
debate.  I will tell members what is happening in the justice portfolio, apart from the fact that a little more money 
will be spent this year.  My concern is whether the department will be administered properly.  If the 
administration is anything like that of the past 12 months, God help us!  Debacles of the type that occurred 
within the Department of Justice had not been seen for a long time.  I remind members of Edwards, the double 
murderer, who was transferred from a maximum-security prison to a minimum-security prison.  He decided he 
did not like the menu one day, and he walked out the front gate.  What did we hear from the then new Minister 
for Justice?  He stated that a perimeter fence would be erected.  The opposition suggested such a fence a long 
time earlier.  How far has the government got with building that fence?  I suggest not very far.  My information 
is that the erection of the fence and its posts has not yet started, so it is open for other prisoners to escape in the 
meantime.  I have told members how many prison officers are on duty to look after 153 prisoners at night - the 
lack of prison officers on duty is appalling - and I am told that females prison officers lock themselves in an 
office at night because a few sex offenders end up at Karnet Prison Farm.   

Let us consider Paul Keating, one of the worst sex offenders this state has ever seen.  I refer not to the former 
Prime Minister, but to the Western Australian prisoner who was left unattended, not with a prison officer or 
warden, but with a female prison education worker.  That man is alleged to have carried out horrendous crimes 
against that woman, who was held for nine hours in what was basically a cupboard.  All sorts of dreadful things 
are alleged to have happened to her.  Paul Keating was in a medium-security prison.  The Attorney General 
described this person as one of the worst sex offenders in Western Australia.  How could that incident happen?  I 
automatically thought that maybe not enough prison officers are provided, and that is probably right; otherwise, 
why would a female education worker be left alone with a prisoner with Paul Keating’s history?  I refer to the 
incident that occurred at the Bunbury medium-security prison.   The Attorney General was made aware on two 
occasions that this sex offender was still in the Bunbury medium-security prison, not Casuarina maximum-
security prison.  The Attorney General saw his file on two occasions, 12 months apart.  Some sort of transfer and 
the possibility of parole were being considered for Keating - God forbid.  Did the Attorney General insist that the 
prisoner be returned to the maximum-security prison the first time he saw the file?  No.  Did the Attorney 
General ask a year later what that bloke was still doing in that prison, and state that he should have been sent 
back to the maximum-security prison a year earlier?  No.  The horrendous sexual offender was left in the 
medium-security prison.  

At the same time, maximum-security prisons are clogged up with fine defaulters.  People guilty of the 
horrendous crime of not paying fines are locked up in maximum-security prisons.  Can members understand that 
logic?  No matter how much money the Department of Justice is given, it will remain in crisis if a massive 
overhaul does not occur.  What will happen to the money provided to the department?  Will television sets be 
changed or will better mattresses be bought?  I do not know.  Until the basic administration is right and the 
government ensures that prison officers work in a safe environment and that prisoners are held in an absolutely 
secure environment, the public of Western Australia have every right to worry about the consequences of 
prisoner escapes.  However, it is not doing that.  Why are fine defaulters in a maximum-security prison?  I have 
tried to work out why they would be sent there.   

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That was an interesting interjection from the Minister for Seniors.  His good friend and 
colleague the Attorney General abolished sentences of six months and less.  He said that people who were given 
sentences of six months or less were all fine defaulters, and he did not want fine defaulters going to prison.  That 
legislation has been through this house and through the other house, so I cannot help wondering where the hell it 
has got to.  Has it been proclaimed?  Are judges still sentencing people to prison terms of six months or less?  Do 
the judges not understand the principle of what the Attorney General was trying to do; that is, that fine defaulters 
should not go to prison and should serve other sorts of sentences?  That is the impression I got from the Attorney 
General.  Under this government, fine defaulters are being put in maximum-security prisons; yet mass murderers 
and serial sex offenders are being moved from maximum security to medium and minimum-security prisons.  
How can the government justify that?  Is the Treasurer happy that his money is being spent correctly?  
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Mr E.S. Ripper:  If people have been fined and they have resisted all collection efforts, what, in the final 
analysis, should happen to them?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  The Treasurer should tell me; he is in government. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I’m asking you.  You’re complaining about fine defaulters being in prison.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will answer the question. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  If people absolutely will not pay and they have been put on community service orders, which 
they have not cooperated with, what is your solution?  What should happen to them?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  In that instance, I would probably put them in prison.  However, I would not put them in 
a maximum-security prison; I would put them in either a medium-security prison or a minimum-security prison.  
They are hardly a threat to society.  They have not been put in prison for mugging or raping a person, breaking 
into a person’s home, stealing a car or selling drugs; they just did not want to pay their fines.  Of course there 
must be some sort of sentence at the end of the day; there must be some sort of deterrent.  Why are they put in a 
maximum-security prison while the hardened criminals, the murderers and rapists, are moved from maximum-
security to medium or minimum-security prisons?  Does the Treasurer think that his money is being spent wisely 
when fine defaulters are being put in a maximum-security prison while these other people are going into medium 
and minimum-security prisons?  What does he reckon about that?  Does he think that the funds that he allocates 
to the justice department are being spent wisely in that area?  

Mr E.S. Ripper:  I think that is a matter for you to take up with the justice minister.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I certainly will, but the Treasurer holds the purse.  At the pre-budget meetings with the 
ministers and departmental heads, when they plead their cases for more money, he is the person who at the end 
of the day is either a scrooge or Father Christmas.  He either says, “No, you can’t have any more money because 
I don’t think that’s appropriate”, or “Yes, my son.  Yes, my daughter.  Here’s some more money.  Father 
Christmas will be good to you this year.”  He can do one of those two things.  Certainly, in my three shadow 
portfolios he has been like Father Christmas, but a foolish Father Christmas, because he has not really seen 
where the money is going and how it is being administered.   

I will give another classic example.  I have spoken about the stupidity of putting fine defaulters in a maximum-
security prison.  What does the government do when people are sentenced to community-based orders?  As the 
Treasurer probably knows, 40 per cent of people on community-based orders do not complete them; some do not 
even start them.  Is the Treasurer happy that the funds that he allocates to the justice department are being spent 
wisely?  The Treasurer has quite rightly said that it is something that I should take up with the Minister for 
Justice.  I will strongly take up those points with the Minister for Justice during the estimates committee process, 
because I want to know what is happening.  It is a big secret.  We do not know what is happening to those 
people.  From what I have heard, nothing happens to the many people who do not complete community-based 
orders.  It is a joke.  Some young people think it is a joke because they do not do it.  Some of the people who are 
placed on community-based orders do not even commence them, and 40 per cent do not complete their 
community-based orders.  They might do a couple of hours here and there, but they get a bit brassed off and 
decide that it is a bit of a joke.  Nobody oversees them.  The extra people who the government says are working 
in that area are doing that work only part-time.  They are either casual employees or are filling in from other jobs 
within the Department of Justice.  The department does not have dedicated people to oversee and ensure the 
carrying out of community-based orders.  That is a failure of the government and the Department of Justice.   

Time flies when one is having fun!  I have just noticed that I have only three minutes left in which to speak.  Do 
members opposite think I will get an extension if I ask for one?   
Ms J.A. Radisich:  Yes.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will seek leave for an extension of time in a minute. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  Didn’t you already have one? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  It just seemed like it.   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, no.   
I feel as though I have neglected the Police Service, which is my other shadow portfolio.  I do not want to 
neglect the Police Service, because it is an important area.   
Mr E.S. Ripper:  Do you support the decision on the planes and the watch-house?   
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Absolutely.  I called for new planes some time ago, because in a state like Western 
Australia the police need a couple of top-quality planes and not 20-year-old ones that were bought second-hand.  
The police need two new good planes to fight crime.  I do not want those planes to be used by just the hierarchy 
of the Police Service to fly here, there and everywhere; I want them to be used for serious operational purposes 
and to get our officers from A to B to respond to serious situations.  I will watch how they are used, because I do 
not want what is happening in the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to happen in the police department.  
The Premier and his ministers fly here, there and everywhere in the government jet and rack up massive bills on 
behalf of the taxpayers of Western Australia.  I hope that that will not happen with the police planes.  I will keep 
my eyes open.  If I see that happening, I will be the first to criticise it, because I want those planes to be used for 
good operational purposes.   
I have only one minute left in which to speak about the police.  I will have to save a lot of my comments for the 
estimates committee next week, when I can more closely examine the police budget.  I am very pleased that 
extra funding has gone to the Police Service.  Once again, I will watch how that money is administered.  I am 
happy about the provision of new planes and riot gear.  However, I do not think it will be enough riot gear, 
because it will cover only a limited number of police officers on front-line duty.  I have grave concerns for the 
officers who must wear the old stuff that has been beaten and battered when they face a riot of about 200 out-of-
control yobbos who are throwing bricks and everything else.  It is too little, too late.  That needed to be done 
earlier.   

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Is it still opposition policy to support the use of a water cannon?   

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will use a water cannon on the Treasurer if he is not careful, just to hose him down.   

I am very sorry but my time has concluded, so I cannot speak any more.  I would seek an extension of time, but 
that is not possible during debate on the budget bills.   

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

MS K. HODSON-THOMAS (Carine) [7.00 pm]:  Before the dinner break I was very interested to hear the 
member for Hillarys’ comments on the legislation before us, particularly on what was in the line items of the 
budget for the electorate of Hillarys.  I am a bit like the member for Hillarys.  I have been searching through the 
line items of the budget papers to find what is in it for my electorate of Carine.  It concerns me that, like the 
member for Hillarys, I could not find anything.  Having said that, I would like to give the government the benefit 
of the doubt and suggest that perhaps in those line items, in a cumulative way, the schools in our electorates will 
be the beneficiaries of funding allocations for maintenance.  I have held long discussions with both the former 
and current Ministers for Education and Training about a number of schools, particularly the additional schools 
that now fall within the boundaries of the Carine electorate.  I will talk about that later.  

I take this opportunity to thank all the parents and citizens association members at the schools in my electorate.  
In the main, there are a handful of volunteers who give their time and make a commitment to the wellbeing of 
their school community - the students and teachers at that school.  I commend them for the work that they do and 
the contribution they make to the wellbeing of those schools.   

As I said, my electorate boundaries changed because of the redistribution of boundaries.  I now have the Lake 
Gwelup, Newborough, Deanmore and Yuluma Primary Schools in my electorate.  I am very grateful to have 
been able to make a connection with those schools by attending the graduation ceremonies at the end of 2004.  
The Yuluma Primary School is a very new school.  It has fantastic facilities and students in Innaloo should be 
very grateful to be at that school.  On the other hand, Lake Gwelup, Newborough and Deanmore Primary 
Schools really need a great deal of work.  I still have Carine, Davallia, Karrinyup, North Beach and Poynter 
Primary Schools in my electorate, but I have lost a number of schools to my colleague the member of Hillarys. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Your wonderful colleague.   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Yes, my wonderful colleague the member of Hillarys.  I know government 
members will not say that, but I will.   

In my electorate I also have Carine Senior High School and a number of independent schools.  I will start by 
talking about North Beach Primary School, which has been lobbying me and the minister for some time about an 
upgrade of the school library, its resource centre.  I actually wrote to the then Minister for Education and 
Training on 21 September 2004.  I took the liberty of visiting the school and attended the library resource centre 
with the president of the parents and citizens association and a number of other parent representatives.  It is 
appalling.  Given that I have seen very many other resource centres that are very well accommodated and 
resourced, it seems terribly unfair.  If we are talking about equity for students, there is no equity for students at 
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North Beach Primary School.  Parents are probably prepared to fundraise, but it should not be their responsibility 
to do that.  It is incumbent on the government to provide the funding to ensure that those students have the very 
best library resource centre, or at least a library resource centre equal to that of other schools.  I was therefore 
able to see first-hand the conditions under which the students are required to work.  The room is small compared 
with rooms in modern schools, storage is at bursting point and the furniture is in a state of disrepair.  I 
understand that the school is on a priority listing for capital works, but from the advice provided to me, that does 
not necessarily mean the work will be carried out in the immediate future.  At that stage I encouraged the 
minister to visit the school to see it first-hand.  He was unable to do that.  He replied to me on 18 October and 
said -  

The Department of Education and Training generally includes an allocation in each year’s capital works 
program to either upgrade or provide new library resource centres at schools across the State.  Priorities 
for this program are provided by each district education office, based on the comparison of existing 
facilities compared to benchmarks. 

This centre does not remotely meet the benchmark; it does not get anywhere near the benchmark.  It is very 
disappointing to note that, even after further representations by me to the new Minister for Education and 
Training, priority funding for an upgrade will not be included in this year’s capital works program.  That is 
terribly disappointing for the parents, and particularly for the students, at North Beach Primary School.  I talked 
about equity, and we are talking about equity across the board.  North Beach Primary School is a great school.  It 
is an aged school but it is an absolutely fantastic school.  The volunteers of the P&C organisation work very hard 
and tirelessly to raise funds.  However, it is not up to those parents to upgrade this resource centre; it is up to the 
government. 

I move on to highlight the plight of another school; that is, Lake Gwelup Primary School.  Again, this is a 
growing school.  The demographics of the area show that many young families are moving into the area and, 
obviously, there are more students at the school.  More than 50 per cent of the classrooms are transportable.  I 
believe that is against departmental policy.  It is acknowledged that new buildings are required when a school 
has reached that point.  That is not happening.  I wrote to the Minister for Education and Training fairly recently, 
on 16 May, after I met with a deputation of parents to discuss their concerns about the school.  It is a growing 
concern that 50 per cent of the classrooms are transportable, and, in my view, that is unacceptable.  I understand 
that parents, students and teachers are willing to accept that in the interim; however, the government must give 
them some certainty about the department’s intentions for capital works in that school.  It strikes me that nothing 
is happening.  As I said, 50 per cent of the classrooms - eight in all - are situated in transportable 
accommodation.  I have said to the minister that priority should be given to finalising details of the school 
building program in an endeavour to get students and staff into more appropriate accommodation.  I also talked 
about a multipurpose room, as the previous Minister for Education and Training had given the school a verbal 
undertaking that one classroom could be utilised as a multipurpose room.  It appears now that the Department of 
Education and Training is pushing for that to revert to a normal classroom.  That multipurpose room is a fairly 
important room for the school and it should be able to retain it.  There are also some fairly serious parking 
problems in the area, as a result of a housing development adjacent to the school.  It is a huge problem.  I 
attended the school on a very wet day.  

[Quorum formed.] 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is so nice to see that so many government members want to hear my budget 
debate contribution! 

I was highlighting some concerns about local schools in my electorate.  I was discussing Lake Gwelup Primary 
School.  I was talking about the transportable classroom situation, and I was about to move on to the parking 
problems.  I attended the school on a very wet day, and it struck me that this school has real problems with the 
road design.  There is no provision for parents to enter and exit without causing some safety concerns.  The 
parents are very responsible in the way they are approaching this, but some serious discussions on this matter are 
necessary between the department and the local authority, the City of Stirling, to address the matter before there 
are any serious accidents.  I would hate for a fatality to occur.  

Deanmore Primary School is in need of a great deal of maintenance.  I understand the state government 
announced that $65 million would be spent over the next four years to address the maintenance backlog, but 
Deanmore does not look like it will be getting an allocation of that funding.  

Mr A.D. McRae:  Not at all? 
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Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It will eventually, but not in the interim.  This school is 43 years old.  Some 
sections of the external woodwork, guttering and roof sheeting need replacing.  The paving is uneven, and new 
bitumen is required for the quadrangle.  It is disappointing not to be able to find that information in the budget 
papers.  I would be the first to commend the government if it addressed these issues.  It is a far cry from the day 
when members could actually see line items relating to their electorates, and could see a breakdown of which 
schools were getting what.  At one stage, I am sure we were provided with information about what funding 
would be received in our electorates.  Over the past four years of the Gallop government, I have not received any 
information, which obviously means I have not received anything in my electorate.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is the same with me.  Zilch is being spent in my electorate.  All the money is being spent 
in marginal Labor seats.  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  That was actually confirmed by - 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected.  

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  If the member for Riverton can find the schools in my electorate in the budget 
papers, I really look forward to him proving me wrong.  I would enjoy that; in fact, I would be eternally grateful 
to the member.  

Carine Senior High School also has serious issues.  Interior ceilings are sagging, and I hope they do not fall 
down.  The aluminium roof is deteriorating, and 12 classrooms are still without airconditioning.  As I said, it is 
difficult to ascertain from the budget what each school will be allocated for maintenance items or even capital 
works upgrades. 

I will now move on to police stations, particularly those in my electorate.  As I said, the boundaries of my 
electorate have changed.  Innaloo Police Station, which is a one or two-man police station is now in my 
electorate.  It was highlighted to me during the election campaign that that police station, although small, is 
understaffed, and the local community would like to see a greater police presence there.  There has been some 
correspondence between the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and me.  I was grateful to the minister 
for writing to me recently, on 28 April 2005, to tell me that the Innaloo Police Station is just a shopfront police 
station, which it has been for more than 10 years.  Changes have been introduced to transfer the responsibility for 
such services to the Scarborough Police Station and to allow the two officers who currently operate directly from 
the Innaloo Police Station to attend to front-line duties within the area.  The minister went on to tell me that the 
government has committed $212 million to police capital works projects.  I commend the government for doing 
that.  Like the member for Hillarys, I will be interested to see - 

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Good point. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  I remind people in the gallery that they are welcome to be 
here, but at no stage can they participate in the debate.  I ask that they keep their comments to themselves and let 
the member who is on her feet - 

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I have asked that person not to speak.  He has no authority or right to speak in this 
place.  Only members on the floor of the chamber have that right.   

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I say to people in the gallery that the Acting Speaker is right. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I remind that person and all other people in the gallery that we do not tolerate 
interjections or interruptions from the gallery.  People in the gallery have no entitlement to do that.  They are 
perfectly welcome to sit there and observe proceedings, but, other than that, they have no right to participate. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  As I said, like the member for Hillarys, I commend the government on the 
commitment of $212 million to police capital works projects.  I will just be interested to see how it is 
administered.  Although the police minister has advised me in correspondence that there will be a new police 
station in Stirling, adjacent to the local authority in the new Stirling civic centre, she did not provide a time line 
for that work.  In the meantime, I advise the minister that she should at least allocate some police resources to the 
Innaloo Police Station.  Why not?  The building is there.  Why not allocate police officers to that local 
community?  My community is demanding that police presence.  I encourage the minister to consider that with a 
view to resolving the matter until such time as the new building is constructed.  As I said, no time line was 
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provided in the minister’s correspondence.  No-one is 100 per cent certain when the minister intends to construct 
that building.   

I will deal with another law and order issue. 

[Interruption from the gallery.] 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  That person in the gallery has just left and will not be allowed to return this 
evening.   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  All the things that are done to try to put a member off her speech! 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  We are enjoying your speech, member for Carine. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Another law and order issue concerns Path Transit.  Members would be aware of 
the plight of Path Transit, given some of the antisocial behaviour that exists in the community.  Path Transit has 
advised me of a serious issue in my electorate.  On Friday and Saturday nights, a group of about 80 youths often 
hang out at Carine open space.  Path Transit has been reporting this antisocial behaviour to the police since 
February.  I have copies of some correspondence that they have sent to John McRoberts, the Assistant 
Commissioner of Police, about this matter.  I gather that the youths form a chain across the road, and when the 
buses go past they throw rocks at them.  People may think that does not sound very serious.  However, it may 
cause serious problems.  Path Transit has sent me some photographs, which I will hold up for the benefit of 
members in the chamber, of the smashed windows of some of the buses.  That is the result of this antisocial 
behaviour.  It is lucky no-one has been hurt.  Some of the buses are now forced to carry private security people.  
I understand the government has been supportive of that.  However, more needs to be done.  It is very 
unfortunate that these youths are hanging out and doing these sorts of things.  Although it is incumbent upon 
parents to know where their children are, they cannot watch their children 100 per cent of the time.  A police 
presence is required in that area, because this sort of thing will not stop unless the police act on these issues 
immediately.  It is happening regularly on Friday and Saturday nights.  The police need to be on the ground at 
those times to deal with the problem.  Carine Glades Shopping Centre is the target of regular vandalism.  My 
office was vandalised a few years ago.  Recently the proprietor of the shopping centre came to see me, as he has 
done on a number of occasions, because he is constantly required to repair windows at the shopping centre as a 
result of the antisocial behaviour.  It strikes me that the same group of young people are responsible for the 
vandalism.  It is happening on a regular basis, and the police should be there.  I will be encouraging the Minister 
for Police to ensure this matter is dealt with.   

In a grievance debate two weeks ago, I raised the plight of Homeswest tenants at Alvis Place, North Beach.  The 
Minister for Housing was very encouraging about what the government would do to deal with the recurrent 
problems with the sewerage system at those units at Alvis Place.  I thank the minister for acting on behalf of my 
constituents on this issue.  The sewerage system needs to be remediated posthaste.  These units need an urgent 
injection of funding to give them a total overhaul.  The minister gave me that commitment during the grievance 
debate, and I look forward to the minister examining this matter further.  However, during the past week there 
has been another problem at unit 43, Alvis Place.  I will be writing to the minister again to raise that issue with a 
view to getting the matter remedied.  Heaven forbid any of us should have to live like that.  These people should 
not have to live in these sorts of conditions.  The minister said there would be a three-hour turnaround and 
people would have their problems addressed immediately.  I encourage the minister to deal with this matter as 
quickly as possible.   

One issue that I have been talking about for many years is Reid Highway.  I was very supportive of that highway 
going through my electorate.  It was quite controversial at the time.  I have often said in this place that at one 
stage I thought it would be my undoing, because I was so fervently in favour of its construction.  I still believe 
that Reid Highway has been good for the local community.  Main Roads has worked very hard to ensure that it is 
well vegetated along the verges, particularly because there is Carine open space in that area and a lake system in 
which people take great pride and want to see it maintained and looked after.  There are still some concerns that 
it needs further vegetation.  I commend Main Roads for what it has done.  However, I would like to see more 
done.  A number of my constituents write to me regularly about landscaping in the area.  They also write to me 
about the dual-lane bridge.  In my mind, it is a matter that will require some attention.  The area often 
bottlenecks with traffic in the morning, particularly because it is a single carriageway.  When the extension was 
first commenced, the decision was made that it would be only single carriageway because to extend the bridge 
over a dual carriageway freeway would be a very costly endeavour.  I must admit that we were in government at 
the time when the minister of the day did not see fit to construct the bridge.  The time is upon us for the 
government to recognise the need to address that matter.  There are also concerns about the Duffy Road 
intersection, particularly the southern end.  At the time of construction, Main Roads laid electrical cables in 
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readiness for installing traffic lights.  Main Roads needs to look at that option to determine whether it is time to 
provide lights at that intersection.  At the time, the City of Stirling provided $3.5 million for the project.  It has 
an interest in the road.  It recently sent a deputation to me to take a request to the minister to raise some of the 
issues and deal with some of the problems at that location.  I take this opportunity to say that the government 
should seriously address the Mirrabooka Avenue intersection, which I believe is in the electorate of the member 
for Girrawheen.  It is a major concern.  When I had the shadow responsibility of transport and road safety I 
believed that the intersection should have been provided with funding to ensure there was a grade separation to 
ensure there were no further serious fatalities. 

Before I move to issues of the environment I will touch on underground power and infill sewerage.  Under the 
coalition, the infill sewerage program would have been completed by 2004.  I understand it has been extended to 
2015.  That will have a huge adverse effect on the environment.  Many members on my side of the house would 
say that that is a patently dumb decision by the government.  Underground power is something on which I am 
regularly lobbied by my constituents.  I wanted to see more funding allocated to it.  It appears it will not receive 
the funding. 

I turn to the environment portfolio.  I have given notice of a disallowance motion concerning the Ningaloo reef.  
It is on today’s notice paper.  A similar disallowance motion was moved in the upper house last week.  I was 
incensed on the weekend when I received a media statement from the Minister for the Environment.  It was 
faxed to me at my home late on Sunday evening.  It is titled “Liberals ‘loading’ Japanese whalers’ harpoons” and 
states, in part - 

A State Liberal Party move to hive 60km of endangered species’ habitat from Ningaloo Marine Park 
was tantamount to loading the harpoons of Japanese whalers, Environment and Science Minister Judy 
Edwards said today. 

“The Liberals’ move to disallow an extension to the Ningaloo Marine Park - that will ensure the entire 
290km length of the Ningaloo Reef is in a formal conservation reserve - is simply sending the wrong 
message to Japan, at a time when that country is seeking to extend its whale slaughter to species such as 
humpbacks,” Dr Edwards said.   

This is the most mischievous media statement I have ever read.  I expected better from the Minister for the 
Environment.  I held her in high regard until I read this.  It is extraordinary to suggest that we would be loading 
the harpoons of Japanese whalers.  I was intrigued when I read that she believed that the Liberals were loading 
Japanese whalers’ harpoons through their moves to disallow the extension of the marine park.  Can the minister 
tell me how many Japanese whalers have been caught whaling within the waters encompassed by the new 
marine park boundaries?  Given that there is currently an internationally acknowledged coastal boundary of 
200 nautical miles, defined as the Australian fishing zone, that denies legal fishing access to other countries 
without specific approval, and that the new marine park boundaries lie within those commonwealth waters, can 
the minister outline exactly what effect these new boundaries at Ningaloo will have on preventing Japanese 
whaling?  Can the minister explain her claim that the Liberal Party’s opposition to enlarging boundaries at 
Ningaloo means that it supports whaling?  The Liberal Party does not support whaling at all.  In fact, we support 
the concept of marine parks. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  The concept, not the reality. 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The member can make his own speech, and listen to mine if he chooses.  If he 
does not want to listen, he can get out!  It is as easy as that. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  When you come in here you subject yourself to the normal debating process.  Don’t be so 
precious. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I am not being precious. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Precious and overly sensitive. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order, member for Riverton! 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Give me a break.  I know I am precious, very precious.  My children would say 
that their mum is extremely precious to them. 

We are suggesting that the minister should start again and come to the table.  This has had a serious impact on 
recreational fishing.  I read with great interest the speech given by a member for the Mining and Pastoral Region, 
Hon Norman Moore, on Thursday of last week.  It was a very good speech; it was very balanced and it 
highlighted lots of matters to do with scientific evidence that have not yet been brought to the table.  This 
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decision by the Gallop government was a political decision made to win Green preferences at the last state 
election.   

A government member interjected. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  It is not rubbish.  I find it extraordinary that members on the other side would say 
that this is rubbish.  I understand that over 5 000 submissions dealing with this matter were sent to the Marine 
Parks and Reserves Authority.  If the suggestion is right that Dr Wilson, the head of that authority, sent out an e-
mail after submissions had closed requesting further submissions in support of the extension of the sanctuary 
zones to enhance the authority’s position, that is simply an improper procedure.  It is biased, flawed and 
improper.  The former Minister for Fisheries is of the view that the Minister for the Environment went too far.  
These are ministers in the same government but representing two different agencies.  This is a push by the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management to increase the boundaries, and the implication is that the 
increase to the sanctuary area and the costs associated with the decision will mean that it will be a burden on the 
Department of Fisheries.  In his speech in the other place on Thursday, 26 May, Hon Norman Moore quoted an 
article reporting the views of Dr Jim Penn, the director of research in the Department of Fisheries, as follows - 

Wider fishing bans around Ningaloo Reef could devastate stocks in nearby waters - 

That is the issue: those bans could devastate fish stocks in those nearby waters.  It continues - 

as fishers crowd the few remaining spots along the coast . . .  

Director of research Jim Penn said that sedentary species such as cod, coral trout and some types of 
emperor would be more heavily fished, upsetting the delicate balance and depleting stocks in areas 
surrounding the sanctuary zones.  

Jim Penn’s expertise is regarded very highly.  I am sure he would not make those comments without evidence or 
without an understanding of the scientific research.  It continues - 

The State Government has extended no-fishing zones at Ningaloo from about 10 per cent of the marine 
park to 34 per cent.  

I understood that the no-fishing zone was to be 28 per cent and that people in the local area were prepared to 
accept that.  However, the zone was increased to 34 per cent.  As I said, the opposition believes that the 
government should come back to the table and talk to people who manage fisheries and stop alienating 
recreational fishers.  

I have received many letters on this subject but I was especially interested in a letter from some people in 
Exmouth who are obviously retired.  The letter reads - 

We wish to express our disgust at the way the Sanctuary Zones were increased over and above the 
published and advertised area in the 2004 submission form - specifically approximately 15km stretch of 
Winderabandi Sanctuary Zone plus approximately 12km of Pt. Cloates.   

These areas were accessible for safe fishing for retirees and families fishing from small dinghies, due to 
the protection of the Ningaloo Reef.  People will now be forced to fish in open and unprotected waters, 
and we can foresee boating accidents and very possibly fatalities.  

The letter goes on to state - 

The majority of fishers in the area are retirees who fish for the day and not filling freezers.  

That is an important point to make.  As members know, I have always had an interest in boating, and that 
sometimes surprises people.  The people affected by this increased no-fishing zone are those who fish within the 
confines of Ningaloo Reef because they want to fish in an area in which they feel safe.  They want to catch a few 
fish to eat.  I was impressed with the media statement that Hon Ken Baston, the member for the Mining and 
Pastoral Region, released on 30 May following the decision by my colleagues in the other place to move a 
disallowance motion on these bans.  He makes a very sound and salient point in his statement, which reads - 

Speaking in support of a disallowance motion put by another local member of Parliament . . . last week, 
Mr Baston said there are better ways to protect the reef than legislating to increase no-go zones from 
10 per cent to 34 per cent.   

“We can do that by turning the sanctuaries into wilderness zones, where people can take their families, 
camp out under the stars and eat some fish - but take none out,” he said.  
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That is the point: “Take none out”.  People should be at least allowed to have a wilderness experience.  That is a 
very important thing.  There is not much more that is enjoyable for them than an opportunity to get out in the 
dingy, throw a line into the water and have a wilderness experience.  The statement continues - 

“A wilderness zone with a bag limit of ‘only catch what you can eat before you leave’ is a more 
practical and a better environmental solution to maintaining of fish stocks,” he said.   

By expanding the sanctuary zones we continue to lock up natural assets and deny the next generation a 
special outback Australian experience. 

That is what this is about.  I commend my colleagues in the upper house.  

I also place on record my extreme disappointment with the Minister for the Environment’s outrageous, malicious 
and nasty media statement about the Liberal Party’s support for whaling off our shores.  Quite frankly, I think 
the minister owes us an apology.  I suspect we will not get one, but I place on record that I think the minister 
owes us an apology. 

I will now talk about the Swan River.  I noted with great interest the comments made by the member for South 
Perth, who has an interest in this area.  The Swan River is an important heritage icon.  It is treasured by Western 
Australians.  We must look after this very important asset.  The Canning River runs through the electorates of 
Riverton, Alfred Cove and others, but regardless of which electorates it goes through, many other electorates, 
even my electorate of Carine, would have an affinity with the river and what it means to Western Australians.  
This government has allocated the paltry sum of just $15 million to fix the Swan and Canning Rivers over the 
next four years.  With all this government’s surplus, why not bite the bullet and really deal with the issue head 
on?  Environmental groups have approached the government.  They expressed their abhorrence at the 
$15 million in an article in Saturday’s The West Australian.  They are reported as saying that this issue might 
well take 20 to 30 years to fix.  If we allocate the money, we will certainly be addressing the issue and dealing 
with it head on.   

I understand that the minister has received a number of reports on drainage around the Swan River and the fact 
that there is an urgent need to address the problems associated with those drains and that the work needs funding.  
In the budget papers the mission states - 

To work with Government, local government and community to ensure that the Swan and Canning river 
system is conserved and managed to enhance its environmental quality and public amenity.   

That is a great mission statement.  All of us on this side of the house support that; in fact, I would say that we 
would commend the government if that is what it was going to deliver.  One of the significant issues and trends 
states - 

Additional funding has allowed the Trust to significantly expand its on ground works in shoreline 
restoration and to boost projects in urban drains.   

I would suggest that is not the case, because there is not enough funding to deal with those drains and to ensure 
that this matter is dealt with head on. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Did you mention the project at Liege Street, Cannington?   

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I want to follow up the matter of Liege Street.  As I said before, I would be the 
first to commend the government if I thought that it was doing the right thing.  I do not think that the government 
has given enough funding to seriously address this issue.  It has talked it up and listed the river as the first 
heritage icon - as I said, it is treasured by Western Australians - but with that there must come a commitment to 
further funding.   
Mr A.D. McRae:  Have you had a chance to look at it? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  No, I have not, but I will follow that matter up.  Believe me, I have been on a 
steep learning curve with the environmental portfolio.  Having said that, it would not be one of my speeches 
unless I talked about the railway.  I will get there in due course.  I believe the minister has ignored reports on 
dealing with the issue.  I will be interested to see what happens with Liege Street, Cannington.  It is in the 
member’s electorate, is it not? 
Mr A.D. McRae:  It is just over the river, adjacent to Canning River Regional Park.  How long have you been 
environment spokesperson? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Since the changeover.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Given that it is an icon - 
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  Order! 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  All I can say to the member for Riverton is that I reckon $15.5 million is zip; it 
means nothing; it will not scratch the surface.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.P. O’Gorman):  A conversation is taking place behind the member for 
Carine, which is making it difficult for the member to make her speech. 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  I understand that Jorg Imberger from the Centre for Water Research at the 
University of Western Australia sent a proposal to the minister.  I briefly looked through the proposal and met 
him.  Although I do not berate the government in this regard, I hope it will take this proposal seriously because 
anything that can be done to assist the amenity and health of our river system is supported by the opposition.  Mr 
Imberger’s paper reads -  

Objective 
To provide a real time management, control and community participation system that will provide: 
•  A cost effective solution to the algal bloom problem currently being experienced in the Swan River 

Mr A.D. McRae:  What does that mean? 

Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The objectives continue -  
•  A vehicle for public participation and involvement of the broader community in the solution 

process 
•  A transparent and proactive decision making framework for management of threats to river health 
•  A mechanism to transfer state-of-the-art scientific and engineering techniques and tools to 

management agencies and regulatory authorities 
•  A tool to return the Swan River to good ecological health by 2015 with little or no toxic algal 

blooms. 

The member for Riverton asked what it meant; I could provide a copy of the paper to the member - 
Mr A.D. McRae:  I’ve read it.  
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  The member can work out what it means then. 
I speak now on the southern suburbs railway, which is a matter in which everyone in this house is interested.  I 
certainly took a great deal of interest in the project over the past four years, particularly because the opposition 
opposed the government’s proposed route.  However, the determination has been made and the route is now in 
train - to use a great pun - and a lot of work is taking place in and around the city and across the Narrows Bridge.  
I was very interested in the minister’s response to a question not so long ago regarding further cost blow-outs.  I 
refer particularly to the minister’s suggestion that the cost increases were something new.  I was aware before the 
election that further cost overruns would be involved with the railway stations as part of the overall package, and 
that information came from a very reliable source.  Therefore, I found it extraordinary that the minister did not 
admit in this place that she had full knowledge before the state election of this cost increase.  It was a deeply 
disappointing response for all members.  I suspect many more blow-outs will be seen.  I want to see the railway 
operate and run to Mandurah.  The southern suburbs deserve the same transportation access as that provided in 
the northern suburbs.  I referred to equity in schools earlier, and it should apply in transportation.  I suspect we 
will see further blow-outs and certainly further delays with this important project that will double the amount of 
railway line operating in the metropolitan area over a number of years.  The government must come clean about 
the financial implications of delays and cost blow-outs in constructing the railway.  The delays must certainly be 
spelt out.  An interesting comment was made by the member for Cottesloe about signage changes.  The signs 
state that “The railway will be here by 2006”.  We all know that it will be 2007, at best, before the railway is 
completed. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  The signage had 2007, with the “7” crossed out and replaced with a “6”.  They need to cross 
out the “6” and redo the “7”. 
Ms K. HODSON-THOMAS:  Exactly.  Some honesty is needed in this process.  
I look forward to participating in the estimates committee hearings process, particularly in the environment 
portfolio.  This is a new area for me in which I take a great interest, and I hope I can bring some commonsense to 
the portfolio.   
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MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [7.49 pm]:  I welcome the 
supporters of Rally Australia to the Parliament tonight.  They have a lot of supporters in Western Australia and 
we encourage them to keep up the good work.  I issue them with an open invitation to the Manjimup 15 000 on 
Sunday, one of the greatest motocross events in the world.  Certainly there will be a big crowd at the weekend.  
We on this side of the house are very disappointed at the attitude of the government to Rally Australia.   

I will make some comments on the Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 1) and Appropriation 
(Consolidated Fund) Bill (No. 2).  The question that has been asked is: how many of the Gallop government’s 
policies are directly related to the boom in China?  The answer to that is none.  As long as China continues to 
boom, its economy certainly will have a major impact on Western Australia.  Our resources industry, whether it 
be iron ore, nickel or coal, and a host of other industries all seem to be booming at the same time and are putting 
valuable royalties into the state’s economy.  Since the 2001 budget was brought down, the government has spent 
$2.5 billion more than it budgeted for in 2001.  Where has all the money gone?  In the Treasurer’s own words, 
there is an estimated surplus of $631 million for the current year and an estimated $521 million for the following 
year.  The Treasurer’s Advance Authorisation Bill was brought into the Parliament a month or so ago.  
Normally, the Treasurer’s advance, which is used to pay bills towards the end of the financial year, is about 
$300 million; however, this year it was $750 million, which is an extra $450 million.  If we add those figures, we 
find that the Labor government has had to spend in excess of a billion dollars of revenue in Western Australia.  I 
am very disappointed that the government has not taken the opportunity to spend more money in regional 
Western Australia.  Although it is a very lucrative budget in the size of expenditure, it is a missed opportunity for 
the government to put more money into regional and rural Western Australia.   

In the Treasurer’s budget speech, he said that last year he referred to Western Australia’s V8 economy.  He went 
on to say that, in fact, the economy has turned out to be a supercharged V8, growing by a massive 7.5 per cent in 
2003-04.  What a wonderful opportunity it would be for a government to preside over such a bounteous budget.  
However, the comments about Western Australia’s V8 economy made me think of the speech of another famous 
Premier, who was Treasurer at the time, when he referred to Western Australia’s economy as the four-on-the-
floor economy.  We all remember Hon Brian Burke and what he did to the state of Western Australia.  In that 
time, the then government spent more than a billion dollars in one year.  We know that the debt blew out 
dramatically under the previous Labor government.  When the Liberal Party came to government in 1993, the 
state’s debt was $8.5 billion.  We sold about $4.5 billion-odd of assets in Western Australia, including the R&I 
Bank and a few others assets, which brought the debt down to $4 billion.  It has always disappointed me - I have 
made this comment in previous speeches of this kind - that the public of Western Australia, particularly the 
media, never gave the previous government the credit for the fact that had it not sold any of those assets, the state 
debt still would have been about $8.5 billion.  In our eight-year period in government, we did not raise debt to 
any great extent.  I think there was a net increase of about $200 million.  When we were removed from 
government in 2001, the state’s debt was $4.5 billion.  That debt is now escalating.  It is estimated that, by 2007-
08, the debt will be $7 billion to $8 billion.  Like the member for Carine, I suspect that there will be further 
blow-outs in not only the Perth to Mandurah rail project but also some other projects, such as the desalination 
plant.  There have already been blow-outs.  A blow-out of $45 million was announced only a month or so ago for 
the desalination plant, and, of course, there has been a $45 million blow-out with the railway line.   

I listened very carefully to the Minister for the South West when he spoke about the budget and how much good 
it would do for the south west.  The budget document Investing in Infrastructure: Delivering our Commitments, 
which outlines the capital works program, does not mention the south west.  I will take the minister’s word for it.  
We certainly welcome expenditure on power infrastructure.  Only a year or so ago I received a phone call from a 
senior Western Power executive - he would not give me all his details - who said that I needed to be aware, as a 
south west member, that should a big blow occur some time in September, up to a third of the power 
infrastructure could be on the ground, and that Western Power would be unable to get on to the ground to stand it 
back up again.  One such blow occurred in the past few weeks, but it fortunately occurred at the end of summer.  
I am sure that members are becoming aware that power infrastructure in the south west is in an advanced state of 
decay.  I will be the first to admit that some of that decay is not attributable to the current government; it is 
obviously historic.  Our power infrastructure has decayed over time.  It has now reached the stage of being 
decayed.  It is a disaster waiting to happen.  I wonder what the impact will be if the state is out of power for an 
extended period, bearing in mind that if this happens at the end of winter when the ground is saturated, extreme 
difficulties will be faced in fixing that problem.  This document does not mention a thing about capital works in 
the south west.  The south west is one of the fastest growing areas of the state.   
Visitors to the public gallery have come to a place where sleight of hand and the use of mirrors occur.  This is 
almost like the house of mirrors.  The government is an expert at that.  I have read budget papers for a number of 
years and have always found it very difficult to follow programs from year to year.  The difficulty arises because 
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programs change.  We are also not told which programs have been completed, so that when we try to compare 
last year’s budget papers with this year’s, we find that they have changed significantly.  The government often 
announces a massive project in the out years, such as a road project.  The project covers four years, but the 
majority of funds will be expended not in 2005-06 but in 2007-08.  That is very close to 2009, and possibly a 
change of government - I hope we see that.   
I refer to the budget for the South West Development Commission.  The budget estimate for 2004-05 was 
$7.322 million and actual expenditure was $7.957 million.  The budget was at least expended, and also a little 
more.  The budget for the coming financial year is $5.017 million, a reduction of almost $3 million.  The budget 
continues to go down in the out years, to $4.6 million in 2007-08 and $4.715 million in 2008-09.  Why is that 
happening?  During the estimates committee hearing I will ask what the connection is between the development 
commissions and the regional investment fund.  The government has told the community that an $80 million 
regional investment fund will be spread over the development commissions.  The first thing to do is to divide 
that figure by four, because the $80 million will be expended over four years.  That gives $20 million a year.  We 
can then divide that figure by the nine development commissions.  We finish up with three-fifths of five-eighths 
of the old proverbial.  A closer look at what is proposed shows that the allocation to the regional investment fund 
is not really $80 million because the government has very carefully, quietly and secretly taken out $20 million 
and given it to the Pilbara Development Commission.  If the remaining $60 million is divided by four, the actual 
amount is $15 million.  If that amount is again divided by nine, we find that a very small amount of funding is 
left to be expended in the regions.  That contrasts greatly with what is happening in the metropolitan area.   

I turn now to the Budget Overview and refer to what is allocated to the south west.  I will get to the electorate of 
Warren-Blackwood shortly.  These are good figures and are welcomed by people in the south west.  An amount 
of $70.7 million - the minister mentioned this figure during question time - is allocated to power upgrades and 
transmission works.  The opposition wants that figure broken down so it knows exactly where that money will be 
spent in the south west.  An amount of $22.7 million is allocated for upgrades to new and existing schools and 
TAFE colleges.  Again, the opposition wants to know the details and it will get them out of the government.  An 
amount of $3 million is allocated to construct passing lanes and improve intersections on the stretch of Bussell 
Highway between Vasse and Margaret River, which is in the electorate of Capel - your own electorate, 
Mr Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas).  That amount of funding is certainly required for that purpose, but it falls 
far short.  There is also $2.9 million for upgrades to the Margaret River District Hospital.  The program for this 
hospital was started in 2001-02, when we were in government.  The hospital is still being built.  It took five years 
for it to be included in the budget and it is now in the middle of construction, so it is not new money.  An amount 
of $2.6 million is allocated for additions and upgrades to Bunbury Regional Prison.  At the rate people have been 
escaping from prisons, I suppose that money is well spent.  An amount of $2.5 million is allocated for a new 
mental health clinic in the south west - much-needed funds indeed.   

I refer now to my electorate of Warren-Blackwood and to things that are fundamentally important to the 
community.  I first mention the hospitals.  I have just mentioned the Margaret River hospital.  The funds that 
have been allocated in the budget are greatly needed by the area.  It is a growing district and there is a great 
demand on the hospitals, particularly in the holiday period.   

I refer to the obstetrics issue in the Margaret River hospital.  In recent times, members might have read that 
doctors in that area have been asking the South West Area Health Service if they could be put on an on-call 
basis, similar to the system operating at the Busselton hospital.  Their request has been refused by the minister 
and the manager of the South West Area Health Service.  The result is that the young mums who have difficult 
births find their lives are at risk.  All the doctors are asking is to be paid to be on-call, which is what happens 
everywhere else in the state.   

I refer now to the Manjimup hospital, the other major hospital in my electorate.  Slowly but surely the life is 
being sucked out of the hospital communities.  In Manjimup there are two permanent doctors who have access to 
the hospital.  The allied health areas of podiatry, physiotherapy and speech therapy are diminishing.  In many 
cases people have to make an appointment three months in advance to get their toenails cut.  It is bizarre that in 
this modern age, with a huge budget of billions of dollars, there is not enough money to provide the South West 
Area Health Service with funds to provide those services in Manjimup.  We need two new doctors.  The question 
arises: what is the role of the government in ensuring permanent doctors are available in a town that is a major 
subregional centre?  As far as I can see, no effort has been made by the South West Area Health Service or the 
government, through the minister, to attract doctors to that area.  I intend to pursue that matter with some vigour.  
It is running into years and those doctors are being extended beyond what is expected of a doctor in a normal 
health system.  They are placing their health at risk.  They do not deserve that because they have given long and 
unstinted service to that community.  We will pursue that matter.   
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In the run-up to the election we released a policy for restoring hospital boards in regional Western Australia.  I 
cannot for the life of me understand why that has not been put in place.  It is a very simple thing to appoint to a 
board people who are dedicated to their community and who, in many cases, know more about the Health Act 
and health services than the minister of the day.  Many of those board members had given 10, 20 or 30 years of 
service, and that was just taken away from them with the stroke of a pen.  Issues are therefore arising within the 
hospital about diminishing services, patient care being placed at risk and nurses with huge workloads being 
overworked.  Those issues are not emerging in the community.  I will tell members what we will do.  Whether or 
not the government likes it, we will set up a “friends of the hospital” group and put that information out into the 
public arena.  We will make sure that the minister of the day is made aware of the concerns and we will 
collectively make enough noise to make the government take notice.  That is the plan.  However, we should not 
have to go to that extent when a tried and proved method has worked very well in the past in regional Western 
Australia.  This government has failed to seize that opportunity.  We would give the government bipartisan 
support; it is as simple as that.  We therefore implore members of the government to support us.  Hopefully some 
bright spark in the bureaucracy will read this speech and think it is a good idea.   

A government member interjected. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  That is tautology, the member is right. 
I will now refer to schools in my electorate.  I must say that under the previous government a great deal of effort 
was put into providing good education services to the electorate of Warren-Blackwood.  I refer to the education 
campus at Margaret River, which is run as a partnership by Curtin University of Technology and Edith Cowan 
University; the Margaret River Centre for Wine Excellence; and additions to Margaret River High School and 
Margaret River Primary School.  They were all major initiatives of the previous government.  The towns in 
Warren-Blackwood are now well served to the extent that most of the population is catered for.  However, 
planning must begin for a new primary school in Margaret River.  Margaret River Primary School has 
700 students and St Thomas More Catholic Primary School has in excess of 300 students.  There is therefore a 
need for some planning to take place.  There is an issue with the safety of students in Margaret River.  Any 
member who has visited Margaret River would know that at the top of the hill, where Wallcliffe Road turns off 
to Gnarabup down to Surf Beach and Prevelly Park, the high school is on the right-hand side of the road and the 
primary school is on the left-hand side.  There are therefore 1 400 students interacting with each other and 
crossing that road.  More than 20 school buses pick up those students on a very busy road without any safe 
crossing.  It either needs an underpass or some kind of safe crossing.  It is not as though the government does not 
know about it, as it has been raised with the government by the parents and citizens association and the Shire of 
Augusta-Margaret River. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Are there crossing attendants there? 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Yes, there are crossing attendants.  Those crossing attendants place their lives at risk on 
such a busy road.  A mixture of heavy trucks goes along Bussell Highway to Augusta servicing the wine and 
agricultural industries.  Of course, there is the ever-growing tourist traffic and local traffic that create an even 
greater problem.  There are also schools on the other side of Margaret River.  All these schools were built as 
preschools under the previous government but not a lot has happened since then.  Cowaramup Primary School 
was upgraded under the previous government.  On it goes.  A significant amount of money was spent under the 
previous government on Manjimup Senior High School and East Manjimup Primary School.  They are large 
schools by any standard.  Currently, after a promise by two ministers under the previous government, a new 
primary school is being built in Manjimup.  The school was supposed to be built by the beginning of last year 
and is currently being built.  It is on a wet site and the cost has escalated dramatically from $5.5 million to 
$9.5 million.  It is a primary school combined with a special education school.  On that one school site in 
Manjimup we boast a K to T - kindergarten to tertiary - facility.  That does not happen in many places in 
Western Australia.  However, to make the special education school work properly, the senior high school needs 
two classrooms.  In my estimation, that will cost between $150 000 and $160 000, although I stand to be 
corrected on that figure.  I recently saw Steve - the guy from the Department of Education and Training -  

Ms J.A. Radisich:  Harvey. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  - Steve Harvey and said that while a builder is on site and with all the disruptions etc, 
surely the government could find $150 000 or $160 000, even $200 000, to finish the project so that the special 
education school can be run in conjunction with the high school and make it a good facility.  I cannot find that in 
the budget anywhere, but I hope it is in there.  At the same time, the Pemberton District High School is getting 
its new classroom, which was in last year’s budget.  It is a new science room, for which the school has been 
waiting for about six years.  The school raised half the funds itself, and could not get the government to meet the 
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rest of the cost.  It took a lot of agitating and almost begging.  It is almost like Oliver Twist in regional areas.  
People must keep on going back to the government with their begging bowls, imploring it to part with some of 
the money flowing into the government’s coffers.  

I will mention police stations.  The police station in Margaret River was upgraded under the previous 
government.  There are good police stations in Nannup and Pemberton, which I think were also built under the 
previous government.  However, the Manjimup Police Station is almost being carried away by white ants.  Two 
senior officers have inspected the station, and Mike Dean from the Police Union has gone down.  There was an 
article in Police News with photographs of decaying timbers and white ants crawling all over the place.  
Bridgetown Police Station is in a similar situation.  They are hovels.  Working conditions for those officers are 
not acceptable for this day and age.  How they work acceptably in substandard buildings without airconditioning 
and other modern facilities expected elsewhere defies logic.  If the government cannot find the money, surely it 
could find an investor somewhere.  Elders and Landmark go to the public and ask investors to build their 
buildings for them and then lease them back.  I have heard the Treasurer talk about public-private partnerships.  
Why can that not happen with police stations?  It is done with post offices, and it can be done with a whole range 
of facilities.  There are people in Manjimup with the wherewithal, in either their superannuation schemes or their 
own resources, to construct these buildings.  It could be done with the stroke of a pen.  All that needs to happen 
is for the government to use a bit of initiative.  Two police stations in the district are definitely below standard.  

Police stations in country areas are faced with the burden, particularly in recent times, of mental health patients 
requiring two officers to take them to Graylands or Bunbury, leaving the district short of police officers.  It 
happens everywhere around regional Western Australia.  We welcome the money that has been committed to the 
mental health centre at the Bunbury Regional Hospital.  It is not before time.  I have mentioned in this house 
before that 10 years ago I rarely saw a mental health patient in my electorate office.  Now my office regularly 
sees them.  We get a regular visit from the mental health nurse.  More funds need to be allocated in that area, 
because they are being worn out.  The nurses advise us of the status of mental health patients in my electorate.  
We are warned, for example, that we may be visited by a patient who is not taking his medication, and we are 
told to deal with it in a certain way.  I do not know whether that is supposed to be the role of a member of 
Parliament.  My office does it gladly.  We assist those people, and we are on very friendly terms with them.  The 
message is very clear that the government must address this issues.  If a situation arises in which there are not 
enough mental health services in those regional areas, and one of those patients goes over the top, people will get 
hurt.  It could be a father, mother or brother in anyone’s family.  That situation should not occur.  Recently I 
mentioned in the Parliament that on Anzac Day we lost a young fellow who committed suicide.  He had taken 
one of the bad amphetamines.  He had never been on drugs before, and he believed that the bikies intended to 
kill his brothers and sisters.  When his mum and dad went to the Anzac Day ceremony, he got his father’s gun 
and shot himself.  That should not happen.  There has been a breakdown between the mental health group that 
operates in the south west and the mental health nurses.  That needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency.   

I will now talk about road funding for my area.  I have the grand total in front of me.  For the $14 million 
Mowen Road project, $1.549 million has been allocated.  Certainly, we must be grateful for small mercies and 
thank the government for allocating $1.549 million.  At that rate, the other 30 kilometres of Mowen Road will 
take about 30 years to build.  It is a very important arterial route between Margaret River and Nannup that will 
connect the tourist areas.  There are some magnificent tourist facilities at Barrabup Pool in Nannup, and the 
Nannup town site is becoming a hamlet that is sought after by the travelling public.  An amount of $250 000 has 
been allocated for Muirs Highway.  I think that is a $12 million project.  Muirs Highway is the major arterial 
route between Manjimup and Mt Barker, and it is the east-west route for the lower south west.  At $250 000, it 
will take a long time to fix Muirs Highway, particularly as the parts that remain to be fixed are quite winding and 
the terrain is difficult.  An amount of $250 000 has been allocated to Milyeannup Road, which is a gravel road 
and the main route in the Shire of Nannup servicing the Scott River plain.  A large amount of woodchip is 
transported on that road, as is a large amount of horticultural produce and produce from milk farms.  The biggest 
milk farms in Western Australia are in the Scott River area.  Three of them are owned by New Zealand 
companies.  That road requires $800 000 to be spent on it, and only $200 000 has been allocated.  Therefore, it 
will take a fair while to fix it.  There is a commitment to the South Western Highway at Hester Hill.  We had the 
debate last week about South Western Highway.  There have been seven accidents on that road since Christmas.  
An amount of $2.45 million has been allocated for the highway at Hester Hill alone.  I noticed somewhere in the 
budget that there are some funds to build passing lanes on South Western Highway.  Members need to be made 
aware that South Western Highway goes from Byford all the way down to Denmark and on to Albany.  It is a 
major route.  Therefore, we need to know where those passing lanes will be.  With the surplus in the budget and 
with the state awash with money, I would have thought that an allocation of $50 million for South Western 
Highway would be more appropriate, particularly in your electorate of Capel, Mr Acting Speaker, where the 
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tragic accident occurred a couple of weeks ago, and in the northern part of my electorate, through Bridgetown 
and Greenbushes.  There has been a commitment by the government to build a bypass in Bridgetown, which will 
start in September next year.  That is a $7 million to $10 million project.  I thought that would be regarded as 
urgent works and would be started right away, given the amount of truck traffic that uses that road.   
The main street of Margaret River is similar to Hampton Street in Bridgetown.  If something is not done there 
very quickly, a truck will kill a lot of people.  If a truck runs backwards at the corner of Wallcliffe Road, as 
trucks have done in the past, when the traffic is busy, it could cause a disaster.  The perimeter road around 
Margaret River is a $15 million project.  The local shire and the local school community have highlighted the 
fact that construction of that road would make that community safe.  It would make the centre of Margaret River 
an absolute gem if the traffic was bypassed on the perimeter road.  Something needs to be done about that.  
However, I cannot find any allocation for it in the budget.  Again, I remind members that it is a disaster waiting 
to happen.   
The other issue in that locality is reuse of the Gnarabup waste water.  That is a very good environmental project.  
The Water Corporation is having difficulty with the treatment plant.  That water could be reused on the golf 
course.  The thing that is holding it up is that the Water Corporation wants to charge too much for the water.  
That is a bizarre situation.  Why does the government not grasp the nettle, create a community service obligation 
and get on with that project?  It would be a good thing, because a lot of people from around Western Australia 
use that golf course.   
I will deal with the railway line.  We have had a debate in this house, which is still ongoing, about that railway 
line.  Members will remember that I said to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure that if I were wrong in 
my assertion that the Australian Railroad Group and WestNet Rail were spending more than $400 million on that 
railway line, I would come into this house and apologise.  At that stage the government told us that we had not 
done our homework.  We have proved conclusively that we had done our homework.  The minister said that the 
government was having trouble with the railway line and would be closing it because no money was being spent 
on it.  To that extent, the minister is right.  ARG and WestNet Rail have not spent much money on the south west 
railway line at all.  My argument to the minister was that if it was a problem and heavy freight needed to be put 
on that railway line, the government should buy it back.  It is as simple as that.  In excess of 800 000 tonnes of 
freight could be put onto that railway line, and that would take that heavy traffic off South Western Highway.  
The government received the revenue from selling the railway line.  It should spend some of that money on 
buying it back.  The government could then put money into that railway line.  The government actually owns 
that railway line.  It is leased to Australian Railroad Group for 49 years.  The shareholders of ARG are Genesee 
and Wyoming Australia Pty Ltd and Wesfarmers.  The government should buy back the lease and fix the railway 
line.  The government intends to spend $10.9 million on a loading facility at Greenbushes.  Obviously part of 
that $10.9 million will be used to upgrade the railway line.  Members will recall that the minister berated me and 
said that ARG had not spent any money on that railway line.  I put on the record that the railway line was sold 
for $585 million.  Virtually all that money was used to write off a longstanding debt of Westrail.  However, some 
debt remained.  The Treasurer in his budget announcement put a spin on it when he said the government would 
write off $328 million of Westrail debt, which he said was the fault of the previous government.  We all know 
that the Westrail debt went back probably 20, 30, 40 or 50 years.   

I can tell the minister that the new owners have spent more than $700 million on track infrastructure and rolling 
stock in Western Australia since they took over in 2000.  They have kept downward pressure on freight rates.  
They have laid 128-line kilometres of new rail, replaced 880 000 sleepers across the network and installed state-
of-the-art safety systems to improve efficiency.  They have overhauled approximately one-third of the 200 
locomotives and have completed the $33 million concrete resleepering of the south west main line between 
Kwinana and Pinjarra this year.  Phase 2 of the south west main resleepering between Brunswick Junction and 
Bunbury Outer Harbour is scheduled to commence in June at a cost of an additional $11 million.  It goes on and 
on.  That information was in a statement put out by ARG on 25 May, just last week.  The minister has been 
caught out again.  The people on the other side of the house are the ones who have not done their homework.   

I turn now to some of the projects that I cannot find in the budget.  One very important project, which comes 
under the Department of Industry and Technology, is a furniture precinct.  Members will recall that post the 
Regional Forest Agreement, and after the Labor Party came into government in 2001, it announced that under its 
old-growth forest policy it would completely restructure the timber industry and spend $160 million on business 
exits for workers who wanted to leave the industry.  That had a massive impact on the timber towns, in particular 
Manjimup.  Small business suffered over that period of time and continues to suffer today.  The government 
made a commitment that it would spend $8.5 million on a furniture precinct.  However, as time went on, that 
changed.  An amount of $2 million was supposed to be spent on the Yarloop and Deanmill jarrah mills to value 
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add at those facilities, and $6.5 million was to be spent on a furniture precinct to attract fine furniture 
manufacturers to the old Bunnings site at Manjimup, or anywhere else they wanted to relocate.  Of course, the 
$6.5 million dwindled to $4 million.  Last November, prior to the election, the government advertised for 
expressions of interest  from people wishing to relocate to Manjimup.  I understand that, at one stage, there were 
10 proponents who were prepared to start value-adding furniture projects.  However, only one wanted to relocate 
to Manjimup.  What has happened to the $4 million?  I cannot find it anywhere in the budget.  I hope beyond 
hope that the funds are still there because it was a commitment by the current government to offset its restructure 
program, which made a lot of people leave the district.  The community is totally behind the value-adding 
furniture project.  The future of the Warren-Blackwood district is not only in producing raw products but also in 
value-adding products, whether it is timber, mineral or fruit and vegetable resources.  That is happening to some 
extent.  I want to know where the $4 million has gone.  I will raise that question during the estimates hearings.   

Another project that was promised at the time was a tourism icon.  Members will remember that I came to 
Parliament with a cheque for $2 million that was presented to the Manjimup community.  The cheque bounced.  
The $2 million was supposed to go into the shire’s bank account.  The shire is still waiting for it.  I still have the 
cheque in the boot of my car.  I might try to present it again some time in the future to see whether it will 
bounce.  A feasibility study has been conducted on the project.  The project will cost approximately $3.2 million.  
A delegation from the Shires of Nannup, Bridgetown-Greenbushes and Manjimup went to the eastern states to 
look at a tourism slide.  The slide has been accepted as the icon project.  The community is very keen to proceed 
with it.  It was promised by the Labor Party prior to the election.  Members should bear in mind that the shire 
president was a Labor Party candidate.  The slide project is expected to proceed in the Manjimup area; it should 
be in the triangle between Manjimup, Nannup and Bridgetown.  It will attract tourism from Margaret River and 
channel it into the lower south west.  It is a good idea; it is supported by everyone in the community.  However, I 
cannot find it in the budget.  I will ask questions about it during the estimates hearings.  I will ask where the 
money for the elusive furniture manufacturing incentive and the tourism slide has gone.  It is fundamentally 
important to tourism in the lower south west. 

I refer briefly to one vote, one value and the impact it will have on the Warren-Blackwood area.  The electoral 
boundaries will change.  In February 2007 the electorate will become much bigger and access by constituents to 
their local member will be limited because of the size of the electorate.  The area will have more schools and 
local governments.  We have all heard the debate; I have made it very clear what it is about.  A lot of money will 
be spent on four new members of Parliament: two Assembly members and two Council members.  Nobody 
asked for them; the money could be spent in a regional area.  What did we see in the debate?  The Labor Party 
did a deal with the Greens (WA).  What has the government done for the Greens in Western Australia?  It has 
delivered them a desalination plant that they did not want and it delivered them a new power station in Collie 
that they did not want.  The budget has an allocation of $5.6 million for further investigations into the southern 
Yarragadee, which is in my electorate and that of Mr Acting Speaker (Dr S.C. Thomas) in Capel.  Already 
$10 million has been spent assessing the southern Yarragadee.  What is the other $5.6 million for?  It has always 
been the intention of this government to take water from the southern Yarragadee regardless of any 
environmental study.  The bureaucrats in the Water Corporation and the Water and Rivers Commission make it 
clear that it is an absolute given that water will be taken from the southern Yarragadee.  The government is going 
to take that water because it has shown an incompetence in the area of water resources that is almost 
breathtaking.  Every single local government in the south west of Western Australia wants to retain that water in 
the southern Yarragadee for future generations, not only for the use of people within the south west, but also to 
provide food and resources for industry.  We know that there is a recharge of 350 gigalitres - 350 million tonnes 
of water - into the southern Yarragadee annually.  Seventy gigalitres is currently being used for agriculture, the 
various water boards and for industry in the south west corner.  Some 137 gigalitres is already committed.  That 
is half of the 350 gigalitres.   

I now refer to climate change - and the past two months have certainly been an aberration.  We are always shown 
the graph of how the rainfall has diminished three times over the past 30 years - the first from 1914 through to 
about 1980, then another point with a lower average, and a further reduction in the past seven or eight years.  
How can the scientists provide a model that will accurately show the recharge rate for that aquifer?  This is a 
matter for deep concern.  The numbers change all the time.  This is what annoys and concerns me about the 
credibility of the information.   

Thirty kilometres west of Nannup at a place called Patrick’s Elbow - or Pope’s Nose as some of the locals call it 
- a huge amount of water comes up from the Yarragadee and the Leederville aquifers and goes into the 
Blackwood River.  The amounts vary.  Three or four years ago it was six to 10 gigalitres, last year it was 
12 gigalitres and now it is 20 to 24 gigalitres.  We need to know exactly how much it is.  As members in this 
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place know, I am not a rabid greenie, but I am a conservationist.  If I did not conserve my land and the water on 
my farm I would be broke by now, and lots of other farmers are in the same boat.  Drawing 45 gigalitres of water 
a year from the environs of the Blackwood River must have an impact on the flow levels in that river and it must 
also have a major environmental impact.  Nobody wants that to happen.  The Blackwood River is probably the 
most undersold asset in Western Australia.  It is a magnificent watercourse, particularly between Nannup and 
Augusta.  It is just outstanding.   

The Labor Party has pulled the wool over the eyes of the Greens on desalination, the Collie power station and the 
carbon offsets or the sequestration offsets.  We must ask ourselves where they were going to vote anyway.  We 
know that the Griffin Coal Mining Company is going to build an 80 megawatt power station at Lancelin to 
provide the carbon offsets.  However, what does the Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority really 
want?  Does he want total carbon offsets for all of the resource projects in Western Australia, because that will 
be very difficult.  The government needs to make plain what its policy is on carbon sequestration.  Will there be 
part or total compensation for carbon dioxide emissions?  If the government intends to have a green-type agenda, 
with total offsets for carbon dioxide emissions, this state will be in serious trouble.  I will leave it there.  There 
are a lot of issues.   

This is a very deceptive budget.  The sleight of hand and the smoke and mirrors tricks in this budget are 
unsurpassed.   

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [8.34 pm]:  Before I begin my budget speech proper, I offer my sincere 
thoughts and sympathies to the family of the victim of the terrible accident that occurred at the Hillside abattoir 
in Narrogin yesterday.  I also pass on my thoughts and sympathies to Mr Peter Trefort, who runs the abattoir, and 
his family and workers who were there yesterday when that terrible accident happened.  Peter Trefort is a 
fantastic bloke.  He has been a real family and community man in Narrogin for many years.  He runs a terrific 
abattoir business and looks after his staff very well.  I can only imagine how he must be feeling tonight.  
Interestingly, only a week ago the member for Cottesloe visited that abattoir.  I hope things there improve as 
much as possible.  

This is the fifth opportunity I have had to make a budget speech in this place.  Not many changes are proposed in 
my region this year for me to talk about.  I am not trying to be smart in saying that; not much has changed in the 
Wagin electorate.  To be fair, I acknowledge that this budget contains various good measures that will assist the 
community.  The increases in the health and education budgets and funding for new police stations are all 
beneficial.  However, my area is inland WA and I have difficulty with the areas to which the money is allocated.  
I understand that money is allocated according to the government’s priorities.  Today the Minister for Regional 
Development said that this is a good budget for the regions.  He mentioned the five main regions; namely, the 
south west coastal area; Esperance - we appreciate that coastal towns are important to inland areas; the 
Kimberley, which seems to have done well out of the budgets of the past two or three years - Geraldton; and 
Albany.  When the Leader of the National Party interjected during the minister’s speech, members opposite 
yelled at him.  However, the reality is that the budget contains very little for the wheat belt, particularly the 
Wagin electorate.  I will acknowledge some measures during my comments tonight.  

I am no expert when it comes to reading budget papers.  The member for Carine referred to the difficulty of 
finding items in the Budget Statements.  It would be helpful if allocations for specific projects were easier to find 
and how money is to be spent were clearer.   

One of the reasons I stood for Parliament was that I have had a country background all my life - I have lived also 
in the city - so I have seen the inequities between country and city services.  As I have said before in this place, 
those inequities will always exist.  However, over the past five years or so I have noticed a growing gap between 
services in the city and the country.  It has changed to some extent because more thought has been given and 
more allocations have been made to some of the big coastal towns.  

We attended a briefing with Western Power staff today to consider how Western Power’s money is spent.  
Obviously, most decisions are made on the basis of population, and I understand the need for that: because the 
more densely populated areas require more infrastructure.  However, there comes a time when it must be 
acknowledged that just because an area does not have a large population does not mean it should have a lot less 
than everywhere else.  Regardless of whether we live in Darkan, Cottesloe, Wanneroo, Derby or Bruce Rock, we 
are all Western Australians and we should have reasonable access to services.  Country members of Parliament 
spend a fair amount of time in the city and they see and live the inequities.  Country people do not expect all the 
services in the city to be available in the country; however, they expect fairness.  Fairness and equity in this 
budget for inland WA do not exist.  The budget contains very little of any significance for my electorate of 
Wagin.  I was interested to hear reference to the great southern, which takes in part of my electorate.  All we hear 
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about is Albany, Albany, Albany.  It has happened for two years in a row.  I do not want to knock Albany, 
because Albany is a wonderful place and one of the prettiest places in Western Australia.  It is important for my 
region that Albany has good port facilities and roads etc, because the port is utilised, as are Bunbury and 
Fremantle ports.  They are all important.  However, they rely a lot on inland areas, so we need to make sure that 
country people also have services.  

I want to talk about a couple of unfinished projects.  The previous government started the Narrogin link road 
project, but now a bit of that road sits there doing nothing because after five years the next stage has not been 
completed.  Extra money is being spent on a corner of the road to make it safer, but it is a patchwork job.  The 
Narrogin Road project needs completing.  The previous government upgraded Narrogin Regional Hospital.  It is 
a fantastic hospital.  Regional hospitals such as Narrogin Regional Hospital need to be right up to date and need 
to be first-class facilities because of the huge area they serve.  More reliance is placed on hospitals such as 
Narrogin Regional Hospital because of the services that have been taken away from smaller hospitals.  Narrogin 
Regional Hospital was designed under the previous government.  The final stage is critical to how the design 
works, but it has not been completed.  Narrogin Regional Hospital is a great facility, and I do not knock it at all, 
but if it were completed, as it was designed to be, it would be so much better.  As time goes on, the role of the 
hospital becomes more critical.  I urge the government to complete the hospital. 

I could highlight many other areas.  It is interesting that over the past four years every new, major facility in my 
electorate was started under the previous government.  I will go through them.  They include the Narrogin 
Regional Hospital - that is, the main stages, not the last stage; the Wickepin Health Centre; the new wing of the 
Katanning District Hospital; Kukerin Health Centre; and the wonderful Narrogin Residential College.  I was 
very appreciative of Alan Carpenter, the former Minister for Education, who invited me to assist him with the 
opening of the college and who acknowledged the part played by the previous government in the process.  Other 
facilities include the Katanning Senior High School development and training centre, the Narrogin Regional 
Recreation Centre and major roads in our region.   

Emphasis has been placed on coastal areas, the Kimberley region and the city.  As a result, people have lost a bit 
of confidence in inland country areas.  The whole southern part of the state is having a wonderful season, which 
is great because it boosts confidence in local communities, but some local communities are struggling and need 
attention.  The issues should not be talked about, pushed aside and not dealt with.  I will refer to a few of the 
issues.  Power has been a crucial issue over the past four years in which I have been in this place.  I welcome the 
increase in the budget, which includes an extra $70 million over four years for pole maintenance, fire risk and 
safety orders, etc.  It is welcome and I am sure it will help.  At a meeting with Western Power today, there was 
talk of a 25 per cent improvement in performance across Western Power.  What does that mean for the everyday 
problems out there?  Will this extra money hit the target?  When we were briefed, we asked Western Power a 
number of questions so that it could come back and let us know where the money will go.  At the moment we do 
not know where that money will go or how it will be applied, which will be crucial.  I welcome the 
acknowledgment that fire is a hazard.  We have seen the fires at Tenterden in my area, at Kukerin and east of 
Katanning at Badgebup, and the bad fires at Darkan.  Luckily, many of those fires were nipped in the bud.  Of 
course, there were also the fires at Bridgetown.  I want to see where this money will go.  I spoke to Western 
Power today about certain powerlines in my area that suffer from problems.  Western Power has received its 
increased funding allocation, but it is not enough to address the entire problem.  More money is needed.  I think 
the previous head of Western Power advised that half a billion dollars was needed to fix the problem.  I 
acknowledge that it cannot be fixed overnight; however, I do not know whether the money allocated will make a 
huge difference, although it will help.  I understand a new country manager of Western Power has been 
appointed, which is a good thing.  I hope programs can be channelled through him with more money directed at 
priority country areas.  I highlight a couple of lines: the south west line out of Kojonup has ongoing problems 
that I have raised before, but these have not been fixed; and the north east line out of Katanning has continual 
ongoing outages, and that line needs to be replaced - minor patching is taking place, but this is nothing major.  I 
would like to see money allocated to those areas.   

I highlight the safety issues again.  Money allocated for safety will be directed to the dropout fuses that need to 
be replaced.  The fire at Badgebup was caused by a dropout fuse.  I understand that a new kind of fuse does not 
cause fires.  I am not an expert.  A replacement program is to be implemented with this funding, but only a 
certain number of fuses can be replaced at a time.  Severely dangerous situations will exist in country WA over 
the next few summers, and more money should be spent to expedite the program.  All members know what 
happens with fires.  Fire prevention cannot be merely clearing etc - even though that is good - as more needs to 
be done with poles and fuses.  I encourage the government to work in that regard. 
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I congratulate Western Power linesmen, who tend to cop a bit of abuse.  There are not enough of them and they 
do a wonderful job.  They were outstanding at the Kukerin fire; most of the guys got the power back on by 
working way beyond the call of duty.  I admire them.  More linesmen are needed.  A new linesman trainee 
program is being undertaken, which is terrific, and the government should recruit for this program at schools in 
country WA.  The government speaks about compulsory retention to year 12 in some form, and this is an 
opportunity for Western Power to recruit linesmen from high schools in country WA; that is, Western Power 
should go directly to the high schools to talk to young people.  One problem Western Power highlighted was 
people’s lack of willingness to work in country areas, which seems to be a problem.  Therefore, let us target 
youngsters who live in the country.  Many good young people in those areas could do a terrific job with Western 
Power.  I encourage the retention of the trainee program, but the government should advertise locally, not only in 
Perth, and go to country schools to bring country youngsters on board. 

Road funding has been an issue for country Western Australia since the government came to power.  Overall, 
there is a budget cut of $75 million again to road funding in WA.  I emphasise that roads are critical for 
everything in country WA, be it for sport, business, safety, health and general access.  I do not know about the 
member for Warren-Blackwood, but I drove 75 000 kilometres this year.  The member does something around 
that figure - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  I did about 100 000.   

Mr G. Snook:  I’ve done 12 000 k’s already since I started. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  That is right.  That is for members of Parliament.  People doing everyday jobs in 
country WA rely on roads.  Whether we like it or not, more trucks are on our roads.  We argue about providing 
more rail, but more trucks are on the roads.  If more goods are transported on rail, increases in production and 
new industries will result in more trucks being on the roads anyway.  We must do something about our roads.  
This applies not only to main roads, as assistance is also needed for local government roads.  Problems arise with 
grain cartage trucks in winter cutting up roads and shires having to cover the cost of the repair work.  More 
assistance is needed for local roads.   

Black spots funding was talked about in question time.  I acknowledge extra black spots funding, which I 
welcome, but it is important that it be provided to the right areas.  I acknowledge the federal government’s input 
to road funding, as it is keeping country WA road funding going.  Without that federal input, the country road 
situation would be disastrous.  The regional road groups had funding of $45.5 million two or three years ago, and 
it reduced to $23 million last year, which was a huge drop.  The allocation for the next financial year is about 
$27 million, which is an improvement on the previous year but still a long way from the $45.5 million provided 
in recent years.  That really needs to be looked at, and that budget needs to be increased.  We have just had a 
situation with the weather etc.  Our shires are under a lot of pressure.  Main Roads Western Australia, through its 
reserve budget, assisted the shires, which they are grateful for, but the ongoing expense will cost our shires a lot 
more money this year.  Although it has been a great season, the bad always comes with the good.   

In my electorate, the Narrogin link road must be completed.  It is not a big project.  It will cost a couple of 
million dollars; it might cost $3 million now.  That needs to be completed for the safety and access of big trucks 
through the major regional centre of Narrogin.  Passing lanes on Albany Highway are also being delayed.  There 
are passing lanes on the highway.  I drive that highway a lot.  It is fantastic in the areas where there are passing 
lanes.  That highway is getting busier and busier.  One of the greatest causes of accidents on country roads is 
impatience.  That causes driver error.  A driver’s impatience can be exacerbated particularly when he is stuck 
behind a truck, it is damp and he cannot see.  If drivers know that there is a passing lane within a reasonable 
distance, they will wait behind the trucks.  That happens in the areas where there are passing lanes.  However, 
there are big gaps on Albany Highway.  The program to construct passing lanes needs to be accelerated for the 
safety of not only country drivers but also the thousands of metropolitan drivers who use that road.   

I welcome, as did the member for Warren-Blackwood, the funding for the bypass for Bridgetown.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It is actually in your electorate.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Yes.  As the member knows, the Wagin electorate now takes in the east ward of 
Bridgetown.  It is a bit of a funny situation there.  I had to map it so that I knew where I was.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You are poaching!   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  Those areas are very lucky to have a couple of good members!   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.   
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Mr T.K. WALDRON:  We will think about it.  That is a real need, and I am glad it will happen; and the sooner 
the better.  When people park in the main street of Bridgetown, they have to check for trucks before they open 
their car doors; they really cannot afford to open their doors if two trucks are passing at the same time.  I note 
also that some passing lanes will be constructed at Hester Hill, which is good.  The member for Warren-
Blackwood and I have spoken about South Western Highway, particularly the Donnybrook-Bridgetown section 
where that terrible accident occurred recently.  I travel on that road a bit.  It really needs a complete upgrade.  A 
lot of money needs to be spent on it.   
Mr P.D. Omodei:  It is really Boyanup.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is right through to Boyanup; the member is dead right.   
I will also mention road safety.  We talk a lot about road safety at times, but we do not really get stuck into it.  
Improved roads is one area of road safety.  Obviously improved roads are safer.  We talk about the death toll, but 
the ongoing cost to the injured person and his or her family and to the government is incredible.  Later this year, 
in conjunction with the Road Safety Council, I will hold a road safety day in my electorate to get people 
together, because I am really concerned about what is happening in the road safety area.  I think there should be 
more funding for groups to run advanced driver courses.  I know that those courses are not the be-all and end-all.  
In fact, road safety is a bit like the salinity problem; there is no one fix.  It requires a combination of things.  In 
my area, advanced driver courses are successfully run by the Kojonup Rotary Club, in cooperation with the local 
police in Kojonup and Katanning, for the kids in Kojonup who get their licence.  The course costs about $160, 
and the rotary club subsidises the cost to the tune of $100.  The police run the course.  It is an excellent course.  
Parents give it to their kids as part of their birthday presents.  Kids probably do not think it is the best birthday 
present, but it may well save their lives.  I have been to two such courses.  They are fantastic, whether a person 
has been driving for 30 years or one year.  Everyone should do such a course every now and then, because they 
would learn a great deal.  It makes people realise and acknowledge the dangers that are out there.  It always 
amazes me that when pilots are trained, they are drilled and drilled on emergencies and what they should do 
when things go wrong.  We do not have that in driver training.  In a recent survey, kids were asked what was the 
most important thing about their driver training.  I think the most important thing they identified was backing 
into a laneway.  How many people really get hurt while backing into a laneway?  When something goes wrong 
on the road, it is particularly important for drivers to know how to control a car and to brake correctly.  Many of 
the deaths that occur on country roads are caused when people run off the edge of the road, hit the gravel and 
overcorrect.  Too many deaths occur on country roads, and country people must take a fair amount of 
responsibility for that.  Many deaths occur as a result of inexperience.  I encourage the government to put more 
funding into that area.  

Tourism is important.  Country WA is trying to attract new industries to the regions.  It is very hard at times to 
do that, but tourism is an industry that has potential.  We have to grab hold of it, enhance it, grow it and promote 
it.  Shires are working together to develop tourist routes through the regions.  That is being done much better 
now, but improvements can still be made.  There has been an increase in the budget for tourism, but I want to 
know how that money will be applied.  The proactive groups in country WA need a hand.  I recently attended the 
launch of a pamphlet by the Minister for Tourism for the Blackwood inland loop.  The member for Warren-
Blackwood spoke about the Blackwood.  This loop takes people off the main road and into Williams, 
Quindanning, around Boyup Brook and back through Bridgetown to Nannup etc.  It is a wonderful initiative.  
The different shires are working together.  This is happening more and more.  Little Creatures is a new tourism 
group based around the little place of Broomehill, and involves about five shires.  There are no major, big tourist 
attractions that will hold people in that area for a long time.  However, as people come through, they want a 
whole experience.  We are doing that better, but we need further help in this area.  Local people are driving it.  
The government just needs to provide them with a little more incentive.  I am sure that that would assist.  There 
is much to see in the Wagin electorate, from wineries to farm stays, the Wagin Historical Village, the Dryandra 
Woodland and the Barna Mia set-up, where numbats and similar sorts of animals can be seen in the wild.  There 
is also the Kodja Place Visitor and Interpretive Centre in Kojonup.  People often talk about reconciliation with 
the Nyoongah people.  This is the best example that I have seen, because as that project has progressed, both 
communities have been brought together to work hand in hand.  When the Nyoongah community and the 
European community work together to create something, it is the best way.  There might be the odd 
disagreement along the way, but people gain respect for each other.  I have seen that work at first-hand in my old 
home town of Kojonup. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  It is a very interesting effort by that community.   

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is a fantastic effort.  We should do more of that kind of thing.  The static displays are 
really good, but they will need to be updated at times, otherwise people will think they have seen it all before.  It 
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is a great building and they do a great job.  People can go on tours where Aboriginal food is cooked and they are 
shown Aboriginal sites etc.  Although some of us might take that for granted, people from overseas find it 
wonderful to see how Aboriginal people lived etc.  I compliment Jack Cox, who was a champion boxer of this 
state many years ago.  Jack is a highly respected Aboriginal fellow who has been in Kojonup for many years.  He 
loves his footy.  He has a terrific, rugged, craggy Aboriginal face.  He is doing a wonderful job and I 
congratulate him for that.  There are a whole heap of other tourism projects.  The Williams Woolshed on Albany 
Highway is doing a fantastic job.  The Sandakan memorial and the museum in Boyup Brook are great tourist 
attractions.  It is a real shame that we have lost Rally Australia.  There were reasons for that; it was running at a 
loss etc.  I welcome the fact that $1 million has been allocated for country tourism projects.  That will be good, 
but I will watch closely to see where the money goes.  We need to make sure that we attract some major sporting 
events to this state to assist with tourism.  Rally Australia is a big loss for Western Australia.   

The police are very important everywhere in Western Australia.  The budget provides for 80 extra police, 40 
extra civilian staff and 27 extra police facilities.  Once again that is good because I do not know of any new 
police facilities that have been established in the past four years, although there have been some upgrades.  I 
welcome those police stations and I would like to know where they will go.   

I highlight a town in my electorate that is in desperate need of a police presence; that is, Darkan.  Darkan is 
situated in between Collie, Narrogin, Williams, Kojonup and Boyup Brook.  It is in a bit of a void and no police 
are stationed in the town.  Darkan is serviced from Williams.  We were working with Sergeant McLean in 
Williams to get a presence in the town, but with the introduction of the two-man police stations, the project has 
not proceeded.  Darkan has an itinerant population of seasonal workers and has had quite a few crime issues.  It 
is disturbing for people when there is no police presence in their town.  Part of the problem in Darkan is simply 
that there is no police presence.  I know for a fact that a section of the Coalfields Highway from Darkan to within 
20 kilometres of Collie is not patrolled at all.  The police do not have the ability to get there.  The only time they 
will travel along that road is if they have to go to Collie.  A police station is needed in Darkan.  I realise that 
cannot happen overnight.  I have taken up this issue with the minister and we are trying to progress that.  We will 
keep fighting for it.  There are two-man police stations in Wickepin and Dumbleyung, where they are needed.  It 
is great that those stations have been upgraded to two police, but we do not have that facility in Darkan and it is 
needed.   

One of the issues confronting two-man police stations is housing.  Shires are coming to the party and are 
building houses and renting them out.  It is an imposition on a shire, particularly in a place like Dumbleyung, 
where the shire might be tossing up what it will do.  The reality in a town like Dumbleyung is that a lot of money 
is spent on a good house because the shire wants the police to stay there, but what will happen to the shire in the 
future is an unknown.  It is a risk for those ratepayers, but they are prepared to do that sort of thing because they 
realise the value of the police presence in their town.   

There are still many unfilled police positions in country Western Australia.  More police are needed, particularly 
in the major regional centres where the police stations do not remain open all the time because they do not have 
the numbers.  That is needed in a place like Narrogin.  In my electorate, further upgrading is needed at Williams.  
Some work has been done and I acknowledge that is great.  Minor work has been done in Narrogin, but a major 
upgrade is necessary there, as well as in Kojonup and Tambellup. 

Narrogin is the only place between Albany, Bunbury and Perth where prisoners can be held overnight, and that is 
not good enough.  Every time a prisoner has to be transferred, two police are taken out of a small town to carry 
out that transfer.  The prisoner cannot be held at that town because the cells are unsafe.  The cells have not been 
upgraded so that people cannot harm themselves.  Transferring prisoners takes police out of the area for, at 
times, a whole day.  If something happens in that town, police have to come from somewhere else, and they are 
always chasing their tail.  We need to upgrade cells, particularly in a place like Katanning.  For goodness sake, a 
reasonable-sized town like Katanning should be able to hold a prisoner overnight.  That cannot happen at the 
moment.  A huge cost would not be involved in this upgrade.  The minister has said it is cheaper to take them to 
Albany.  It might be cheaper initially, but in my book it is false economy.  When one considers the police hours 
involved and what could happen in those communities, the cells should be upgraded.  I also reiterate that there 
are issues with police housing.   

I will talk about the drug problem before I refer to health.  Drugs are a problem in country towns.  Families who 
might not normally go to the country will go to little country towns because housing is cheap.  Some of these 
people have issues that bring drug and crime problems to these small towns where there is no police presence, 
which exacerbates the situation.  Drugs are a real concern and that is why I keep mentioning drug teams.  Drug 
teams should be located at Narrogin, Katanning, Merredin and Moora.  At the moment they are in Northam, 
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Bunbury and Albany; however, places in the east cannot be serviced from those areas.  That is something that 
needs priority. 

I will touch on education.  I acknowledge in the budget the development of a residential college in Perth for 
country students.  There is a college for country students in Kent Street.  Some children have to come to Perth 
for their education, but we should not forget about country residential colleges.  Narrogin has a wonderful 
college.  Money has been spent on it.  It is fantastic and it is full.  There is an issue in Katanning, where there is a 
good facility, but it is not utilised properly because of some issues that happened there years ago.  I want to talk 
about the Narrogin Agricultural College, which is a fantastic facility.  The attendance numbers at the agricultural 
college have grown, particularly the number of girls at the college.  We talk about year 12 retention rates and 
vocational education, but one reason the numbers have grown is the outstanding success rate of youngsters 
leaving that school and going straight to employment.  The problem is that the boarding facilities are outdated.  
There are temporary facilities there to house girls, and I know that the previous minister has been there and 
acknowledged the problem, but there continues to be no commitment to it in the budget.  I understand that 
another feasibility study, review or whatever is looking at it, but this time something must happen.  It is a great 
facility that is doing the community in this state a helluva lot of good.  I congratulate Principal Andrew Castle 
and all the agricultural colleges on the work they do.  Agricultural colleges used to be a bit maligned, but when 
we look at what they are doing across this state - the member for Stirling, as a former head of the Denmark 
Agricultural College, knows far more about them than I do - we can see that they are wonderful institutions 
doing a great job. 

There are a couple of other issues in education that I want to raise.  Obviously one is maintenance.  The 
allocation in the budget for maintenance has increased.  The reality is that, in my region, maintenance has been 
cut in the past three years, which has had a dire effect in my electorate.  A one-off allocation of around 
$7 million was made about 18 months ago, which helped, but I will certainly be watching the allocation for my 
electorate.  We have excellent schools, good teachers, and great community support for those schools, but we 
must ensure that they are maintained.  There are great parents and citizens associations that are happy to do a 
great deal of work and contribute to schools.  For instance, at the little school at Kukerin, where there are 
probably only 27 kids - I went to the 80-year reunion last year - 85 per cent of the maintenance is done by the 
local P&C.  That is incredible.  The government should acknowledge that the impost on government would be 
huge without input from P&Cs.  We must therefore try to keep the basic maintenance at those schools up to 
scratch so that those people will continue to work and help improve their schools. 

I want to raise a couple of issues on education.  Recently I raised with the Director General of Education the big 
problem of acting principals in country WA.  I acknowledge that public sector rules, promotional rules and 
career pathways must be followed, but there is this problem with acting principals in country schools.  I will 
quote an example from East Narrogin Primary School, which has had 12 principals in 10 years.  People tend to 
get a bit annoyed when their school has a principal who is never there for very long.  East Narrogin Primary 
School continually gets an acting principal.  At times there have been problems at that school.  The principal 
there now is doing a wonderful job.  The parents are happy, the staff are happy and the kids are happy.  The 
position of principal becomes available as a substantive position and, okay, someone better may put in an 
application, but this guy does not even get an interview.  That same scenario has happened three times in my 
electorate in the past 18 months.  There are a few issues to think about with that scenario.  Another chap at 
Narrogin Primary School, a male teacher whom I know personally, is a fantastic teacher and does fantastic work 
in the school and with groups outside the school, particularly in the sporting area and generally in the 
community.  When these guys - or ladies - do a job, everyone tells them how well they are doing and they work 
their little behinds off to make an impression, but when they do not even get an interview, their self-esteem and 
their own self-belief just goes “phew!”.  In fact, the guy from Narrogin was going to leave the education system.  
He was out of there, because he just could not find a decent position anywhere.  He wanted to stay in Narrogin 
because he had settled there and bought a house.  Ultimately he got employment at the Narrogin Agricultural 
College, which is fantastic, so we have not lost him.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  Did you say the substantive principal was away? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  The substantive principal is at the Corrigin school, trying to get another position.  

Mr M.P. Whitely:  I have had the same problem with three people in my electorates - two in my present 
electorate and one in my previous one.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  It is a real issue, and I will be meeting again with the director about it.  He 
acknowledged to me the other day that he thought there should be an interview.  Parents are saying that the man 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 31 May 2005] 

 p2520b-2579a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Dr Graham Jacobs; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr John McGrath; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Katie Hodson-
Thomas; Acting Speaker; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Gary Snook; Mr Terry Redman; Mr John 

Day 

 [47] 

should at least have the chance of an interview.  We need to change that, and if others can help, they should go 
for it.   

Mr M.P. Whitely:  It is not just a problem with having the substantive principal away for substantial periods of 
time.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  We can at least give the guy an interview if that helps the teacher.  

Mr M.P. Whitely:  The three things together create the problem.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON:  I had better keep moving, otherwise I will not get through what I have to say.  I think 
that is really important, and I hope something happens there.  I have raised other issues in education before, such 
as the incentives for permanency for teachers.  That should be only two years in country schools.  It is two years 
in some special schools and other hard to staff schools in the north.  When a position in which a teacher has been 
acting in for three years becomes substantive, the teacher must then serve another three years to gain 
permanency.  There should be some allowance for the time the teacher has already served.  I do not think it 
makes sense.  

I will move on to health.  Health funding is up by five per cent, or an extra $171 million.  That is great, but, once 
again, where is it going?  We talk about major Perth hospitals.  I acknowledge that the new hospital south of the 
river will be great for that area.  When the house was debating whether that should happen, or whether Royal 
Perth Hospital should be kept, the minister made a couple of interesting comments.  I said to the minister later 
that, with the way he was talking, he might get a job in the National Party.  He made the point that it is really 
important to have that hospital south of the river, because health facilities should be located where the people 
live.  People should not have to travel to the centre of Perth all the time for their health services.  I agree with 
that.  The minister said it was really important to have Swan District Hospital and Armadale-Kelmscott 
Memorial Hospital upgraded to service the outer suburbs.  I agree.  I have no problems with that either.  
However, surely the same applies in regional Western Australia.  I am not silly, and I know that we cannot have 
big hospitals right across regional Western Australia.  However, we need to have excellent hospitals in major 
regional centres, but at the same time maintain hospitals in our smaller towns.  We should look at the services 
they are providing, but it is critical to have them there.  Dumbleyung District Memorial Hospital became a 
political issue, and was a bit of a turning point.  That hospital has four aged care beds, and an accident and 
emergency service at the lowest level, but at least there is a nurse there at night.  The lady who has a worry about 
her child has somewhere to go at night for reassurance.  If something happens, there is somewhere to go to get 
that initial treatment.  It is also really important for that community.  I mentioned before about people retiring to 
smaller communities.  Some people retire in Perth, get their superannuation and find they cannot buy the caravan 
and the car.  However, if they sell their house in Perth for $250 000 and buy a nice house in Dumbleyung for 
$80 000, they have $170 000 to spend, and they can retire and have a good life.  The bowling club costs $120 a 
year, and the golf club costs $120 a year instead of $1 000 a year.  They can live.  However, to get those people 
there, the town must have a hospital, with access to a good regional hospital not far away.  That is why it is 
important.  There should be three recognisable levels of accident and emergency: a basic level, which would be 
at the Dumbleyung hospital, a second level at a place like Narrogin, and the main departments at Perth, and 
perhaps Albany or Bunbury.  People would then know what will be there when they go to an emergency 
department.  That is really important.   

I spoke about this last Thursday.  There has been a change of heart from the health managers in country Western 
Australia, and this has been acknowledged and supported by the country health manager.  When we saw the 
country health boards disappear, we said that big problems would come from that.  They did.  However, the 
Department of Health has now acknowledged that.  When a board was taken away, the local representation was 
taken away.  There were problems with some boards, and I acknowledge that.  Sometimes there might have been 
problems with boards because the wrong people were on them etc.  However, generally speaking, they worked, 
and they worked because there was input from local people who knew what the local needs were, along with the 
health experts, because health experts were also needed.  However, now that there are no boards, the people 
working in health in country WA are the front line.  Therefore, they cop it from the community; there is no 
buffer.  The manager of health in the wheatbelt, Tim Shackleton, who I think is a very switched-on young man 
and does a terrific job, acknowledged that.  He saw the need to have those local boards, and they will now be 
reintroduced.  However, they will not be called boards; they will be local health committees.  I say well done; 
that is great.  We have been guaranteed that there will be 24-hour accident and emergency services.  There has 
been a change, and that is terrific.  That has come from the health managers.  However, they need the backup of 
this government to make sure that those services continue.  We will watch the situation very closely.  Out of that 
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Dumbleyung hospital situation a committee was formed, and that committee has helped to turn around health in 
that area.   

I am running out of time.  I will deal quickly with sport and recreation before I finish.  I believe sport and 
recreation are greatly undervalued in our community.  I am referring to not only sport but also the recreation and 
activity that go with it.  At times we do not value them enough and put enough resources into them.  We talk 
about our health problems and the burgeoning budget.  Sport and recreation are not the be-all and end-all in 
addressing our health problems, but they go a helluva long way towards helping the situation.  We also talk 
about youth, drugs, leadership and teamwork.  Sport and recreation and groups of people are very important in 
those areas.  They are very important in both our country and city communities.  When I am in Perth, I go for a 
walk on a Saturday morning around the member for Riverton’s electorate.  Do not tell me that sport is not 
important in that area.  The community sporting and recreation facilities fund grants are terrific.  I am glad that 
they are being maintained.  I still believe that we need to put more into the fund.  Through sport and recreation, 
we need to address some of the issues with some of the old swimming pools.  There was a swimming pools 
program.  However, that seems to have dropped off.  I will certainly pursue that issue.  In my electorate, the pool 
in Boyup Brook is 40-odd years old.  The one in Katanning is more than 40-odd years old.  They need upgrading 
as they are very important for those communities.  The pools program that was introduced into Aboriginal 
communities will probably be pursued by the committee of which I am a member.  We are looking at that.  It is a 
wonderful program because it helps in the health area very much.  Although it is probably more specific to those 
Aboriginal communities, it does not apply only to those communities; it applies generally.  Therefore, I will 
certainly be pushing for that program to be continued.   

I could not find anything in the budget about the country sport enrichment scheme.  I hope it is in the budget 
because it is a very successful scheme and needs to be expanded.  It does a heck of a lot of good for sport and for 
the aspirations of youngsters in country WA.  When a local sportsman in a country area does well - I am sure the 
situation is the same at the local Dalkeith footy club, the Nollamara footy club or the netball club - that person is 
a role model for the kids, and he helps to put those kids on a pathway.  I saw it happen with Peter Bell in 
Kojonup.  When Peter Bell was a young bloke in Kojonup, there was a bit of an element of young kids hanging 
out and getting into mischief.  Peter Bell came along.  He was a turned-on young bloke.  All those kids were on 
their skateboards and got into a bit of strife at times.  Peter probably did too.  However, they were so motivated 
to be involved in sport and in the school that they became leaders.  Some of those kids are now leaders in the 
community.  Peter Bell is certainly a leader in our community.  Therefore, members should never underestimate 
the value of sport. 

I will finish by saying that although there are some good things in this budget, the point is that my region gets 
very little from it.  We talk about equity and fairness.  We heard about that very much during the one vote, one 
value debate.  Following the passing of the one vote, one value legislation, if we are really serious when we say 
that we will still look after country WA, we need to start showing it in budgets to follow this one.   

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [9.20 pm]:  Unlike my colleague the member for Wagin, who has just spoken in a 
budget debate for the fifth time, this is the first time I have spoken in a budget debate.  I agree with much of what 
the member for Wagin has said.  As a country member, I have a lot in common with the member for Wagin, as I 
do with my country colleagues from the seats of Warren-Blackwood, Roe and Vasse.   

In this budget, like all budgets, there are both economic and social opportunities.  However, there are also some 
lost opportunities.  I commend the government for those aspects of the budget that I believe are well structured 
and rewarding, but I feel free to lend some criticism to those parts of the budget with which I disagree.  We are 
living in buoyant economic times.  In the short time during which I have been an adult, these times are almost 
unprecedented.  The 1960s were a great time for this state.  During that time the state expanded at a fantastic 
rate.  That expansion was based primarily on agriculture, with over one million acres a year being opened up for 
agriculture.  In the late 1960s, the economic impetus was driven mainly by the mining and resource industries.  
That was a great era in which to live.  Since then Western Australia has grown and developed both socially and 
economically, and the benefits have flowed across the state.  Much of the infrastructure that was built in rural 
Western Australia at that time is now over 40 years old.  It is pleasing that the Treasurer has emphasised the need 
to invest in infrastructure.  It is absolutely vital that we do that while the good times are here.  As we all know, 
and as the Treasurer has said himself, the good times will not last forever, and we need to invest in the future.  
That is a very wise thing to do.   

Of course, like my colleagues from other country seats, I also wish to raise some issues, and I will highlight them 
in the course of my speech this evening.  The standard practice in any business is that when the good times are 
rolling in, they reduce long-term debt.  They usually do that in a fairly serious manner, because long-term debt 
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should be addressed as the pendulum swings between economic gains and losses.  It is imperative that we strike 
at the issue of long-term debt, because it is a crippling issue that could strike us down.  It concerns me somewhat 
to notice from the budget papers that over the next four years there will be substantial increase in what I would 
call long-term debt.  That is just a view that I hold, and I wanted to make that point.  

The Treasurer said in his speech that the budget provides substantial tax relief.  However, the way I read it - I 
stand to be corrected if I am wrong - the tax relief is principally in the areas of levies, fees and charges.  
Therefore, from that point of view those sections of the budget fail.  After New South Wales, Western Australia 
is the second-highest taxing state per head of population.  There is a real need for us to look at that.  I will 
concentrate on that during the estimates hearings.   

The budget could have been kinder to my electorate and the wheatbelt, for which I have responsibility for the 
shadow portfolio.  A struggle we have in the bush is to convince governments, particularly this government, of 
the need to provide the services in health, recreation and infrastructure that are so desperately needed to hold 
together the fabric of our struggling rural communities.  Health plays a very important role.  I agree entirely with 
the member for Wagin’s statement that health services are critical for people living in rural areas, particularly 
those who are getting towards the end of their lives, which is when their health needs are much higher.  It was 
sad that a few years ago the community of Moora had to go to extraordinary lengths to convince the government 
to fund the Moora District Hospital.  I commend the government for continuing its funding of the hospital and 
the $4.8 million it has allocated.  The money will be greatly appreciated by the community and the region.  The 
hospital serves the area, particularly the coastal area, surrounding Moora.  It concerns me that the facility is no 
longer referred to as a hospital; it is referred to as a medical centre.  Why is it no longer called a hospital?  The 
people of Moora expressed to me their concerns that the district hospital is called a medical centre by people in 
authority.  My suspicions are that there may be a good reason for that, which will be seen in future funding.  
However, I will leave that as an assumption. 

I commend the government for increasing the budget allocation for mental health.  People in the eastern part of 
my electorate and the eastern wheatbelt have suffered greatly because of the drought and lack of rain.  Over the 
past few years, the pressures on individuals, families and communities have been considerable.  They have 
placed an enormous strain on people.  We must ensure that mental health services are close to people and are 
delivered.  As the member for Wagin said, we do not want people who must access health services to have to 
drive 300, 400 or 500 kilometres to get them.  People should be able to drive to their subregional health centres 
or hospitals -if they are fortunate enough to have them - and get a reasonable delivery of services.  Sadly, the 
additional mental health funding is focused principally on the metropolitan area.  I know that is where the 
highest demand is in terms of population.  Once again, Albany has done very well with the provision of an 
additional psychiatrist in the town.   

Members may or may not be aware that local governments play a critical role in providing doctors’ services.  In 
many cases, it adds up to tens of thousands of dollars.  One example is the Shire of Dandaragan in conjunction 
with the Shire of Coorow, which collectively provide $60 000 cash towards doctor services for the town of 
Jurien.  It is a collaborative effort between the two shires.  That cash is provided in addition to a motor vehicle, 
rent-free housing and, until a medical centre was established in Jurien Bay, rent-free surgery accommodation.  
The fact that local government plays a role in helping to provide health services is often not recognised, so I 
draw it to the Treasurer’s attention.  I am pleased he is in the house.  People in the bush dip into their pockets 
because that is often the only way to provide those services.  I say to the Treasurer that country people are 
paying again for a doctor’s service, which is vitally important to the community.  The presence of a doctor in a 
country town stops the drift of aged people out of the country and relieves the pressure on larger regional and 
metropolitan centres.  People will stay in small, rural centres if a doctor is present.  I know a considerable 
number of people who have left our town in the period between doctors leaving and being replaced.  During that 
period they have become nervous and unsettled, and have sold up and left the district.  That occurs right across 
the board.  I am letting the house know that in many instances, local governments contribute hard cash - 
ratepayers’ money - to provide a very vital service, and that must be recognised.  The provision of health 
services is a state responsibility rather than a local government responsibility.  That expense tests the economic 
ability of councils to continue to provide lots of other services.  

I am very pleased the member for Mandurah is in the chamber while I raise the issue of Alzheimer’s disease.  In 
my maiden speech I referred to an issue of huge consequence, the scourge of Alzheimer’s disease and dementia.  
The figures in relation to this issue are quite terrifying.  I will continue to draw on a bipartisan approach to the 
issue in the hope that, between state and federal governments, the corporate sector, service clubs and the 
community at large, we can collectively raise enough money to start a trust fund, or foundation, to fund the vital 
research necessary to obtain a cure for this dreadful disease.  Some of the figures, which are well-researched and 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 31 May 2005] 

 p2520b-2579a 
Mr Eric Ripper; Dr Graham Jacobs; Mr Troy Buswell; Mr John McGrath; Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Katie Hodson-
Thomas; Acting Speaker; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Gary Snook; Mr Terry Redman; Mr John 

Day 

 [50] 

come from Access Economics - they have not fallen off the back of a truck - are most disconcerting.  In Western 
Australia 17 000 people currently suffer from dementia or Alzheimer’s disease.  Australia-wide, 160 000 people 
suffer from either dementia or Alzheimer’s disease.  Those afflictions are the second biggest cause of disability 
in this nation.  Unless something is done to curb the projected increase, by 2040 half a million people will suffer 
from either dementia or Alzheimer’s disease.  The costs involved will represent five per cent of our gross 
domestic product, or $85 billion in dollar terms, which is an enormous amount.  Those sorts of figures will have 
such a dramatic economic impact that in an economic downturn, they could begin to cripple this nation.  We are 
facing a serious crisis.   

Professor Ralph Martins, a brilliant young scientist in Western Australia, and two colleagues of his in Melbourne 
and Boston, in the United States of America, are the most eminent researchers of Alzheimer’s disease.  This 
young professor in Western Australia is working out of a couple of dongas made up to be a building at the back 
of Hollywood Hospital.  I invite members to see Professor Martins and the facility in which he is doing his 
groundbreaking research.  Members can phone him and make an appointment to see him.  He will explain to 
them in layman’s terms how he has worked through this issue.  He has got very close to cracking the cause of 
Alzheimer’s disease.  It is a combination of a series of very simple and basic issues, which may not be really 
surprising, because some of the biggest scientific research breakthroughs are based on simple solutions that 
perhaps the brightest minds have not been able to see and fathom.  A person of Professor Martins’ capacity could 
be snapped up tomorrow and offered a lot of money to go to the United States or Europe to work in eminent 
research centres.  I raise this issue because I have no interest in it other than the fact that it has touched my heart.  
I put it to every member that at one time or another, either through a direct relationship or through friends, 
members would know of somebody or have seen somebody who was touched by the dreadful disease of 
Alzheimer’s or dementia.  If we are not careful, the disease will consume this nation and cause a huge amount of 
economic pain. 

I will touch on some issues other than health, but obviously health plays an important role in my electorate and 
in the wheatbelt.  It has been fairly well covered by my colleagues from country seats.  I was really pleased to 
hear the Premier say, when Parliament opened, that one of the focuses of the Gallop government for this term 
would be on education.  That is very encouraging, because our future as a state and a nation lies in what will 
come after us and not so much what we are.  I will touch on two education issues, principally maintenance.  
Many of the schools in the wheatbelt and in the electorate of Moore are really lacking maintenance.  We need to 
pour money into that area to get them back up to speed.  As the member for Wagin has said, small country 
schools play a vital role in little communities.  Health and education services are the two major constituents of 
the glue, together with sporting facilities and interests, that holds those communities together.  We cannot allow 
those services to deteriorate to the point at which they are under threat.   

I raise the issue of the proposed Australian science academy, which has been promoted by the Toodyay Chamber 
of Commerce and the Toodyay community.  The community has been promoting an independent private school 
specialising in science.  I was furnished with a letter from the Minister for Education and Training the other day.  
I was disappointed to read that she declined approval for the process to consider any further the establishment of 
the school.  I am continuing to pursue this matter on behalf of the Toodyay community.  I will be drawing it to 
the attention of the government and the Premier, because of his indication that education would be a focus of this 
term of government.  If private individuals wish to invest in education, we must be brave enough to take the 
chance, have a go and let the project run.  If we do not, I am concerned, and fairly sure, that this project will be 
lost to Western Australia and could be gobbled up by the eastern states, with Western Australia running second 
again.  We cannot let that happen.   

I express my continuing concern about declining road funding, as demonstrated clearly in the budget papers.  
Last year’s capital works program for road works, as highlighted in a middle section of the Budget Statements, 
was $369.7 million, and this year’s road funding capital works program is down to $296.7 million - a 
$73 million decrease.  As I said, this is my first appraisal of budget papers in this place.  However, I have looked 
at the papers carefully, and, even though I might be reading them askew, I interpret them to show that the 
roadworks capital works program has received a $73 million decrease from the last financial year’s allocation.  
A big percentage of that reduction would relate to rural roadworks.  In my previous life in local government, I 
continually reminded the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure of the need to maintain our rural road network 
structure.  If we do not invest in the rural road network, we will build for ourselves a legacy of enormous 
proportions in a declining road network.  If we continue down that track of reduced funding, I have no idea how 
we will ever be able to afford to pull the network back to an acceptable standard.  Many roads in rural areas, 
including those in my electorate, will be affected by this reduced funding.  I refer to the lime sand route that runs 
on an east-west basis.  A series of four such roads run from the coast to cart beach sand, in plain terms, or lime 
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sand from the coast into rural areas to be applied to reduce soil acidity.  Sadly, that program has been cut.  I 
acknowledge that a small amount of ongoing money is allocated to lime sands route 2 from New Norcia to 
Goomalling.  However, a big injection of funds is needed to bring those roads up to scratch; they are certainly 
not to an acceptable standard, yet they all carry road trains and heavy haulage vehicles.   

If it were not for the federal government’s $300 million Roads to Recovery money allocated to local government 
in Western Australia over three years, another $100 million less would be allocated to maintain and upgrade 
rural roads.  It is a substantial amount of money.  The Roads to Recovery money was allocated on the basis of 
overcoming the network maintenance shortfall legacy built up by successive governments over a number of 
years by improving road standards quickly.  A decline has occurred in state funding for rural roads.  The minister 
responded to me at one stage by stating that we are still getting the same amount of money, so we should be 
happy.  It is true that the same amount of money is allocated as was originally the case.  However, less money 
would be available if the federal government had not made money available.  
I notice with regret a reference in the Budget Statements that was brought to my attention by a recent incident in 
my electorate on the Miling Moora Road.  The budget papers clearly state that no allocation is made for bridge 
strengthening in the next financial year’s budget.  There are three bridges on the Miling Moora Road, which is a 
shire road.  There is a huge number of fairly small bridges that cross various creeks throughout my electorate.  
That extends into the wheatbelt and the great southern.  I think my colleague the member for Warren-Blackwood 
indicated that there are dozens of them in his electorate.  The freight traffic is getting larger and heavier and 
these bridges were not designed to carry those loads.  Not only are the roads suffering because their design has 
been left wanting, but also the bridges are suffering.  Main Roads Western Australia does the inspections.  It has 
the expertise and it assesses whether it is safe for these bridges to be open.  Main Roads did an assessment and it 
determined, in this instance, that the bridges were not safe, so it closed the bridges and the road to permitted 
vehicles; that is, vehicles carrying more than the normal licensed weight capacity.  Of course, it is right at the 
peak of the seeding season and the fertiliser and lime-carting season.  Everything is happening in the wheatbelt; 
it starts to rain and it is on for young and old.  I was inundated with calls of concern from many people who live 
along that road and who use that road as a through road.  Certainly there was an opportunity to go around, but 
those people were really inconvenienced by the closure of the bridges on that road.  It caused a lot of concern.  
The problem has been solved.  There has been a reassessment.  It took some time.  There was a lot of 
consternation and concern among the farmers along that road, but we have overcome that problem.  It highlights 
that there is no long-term strategic plan for tackling this issue.  I suggest that these three bridges would be 
replicated across the south west of Western Australia dozens, if not hundreds, of times.  We have a real problem.  
We have bigger and heavier trucks, larger freight volumes and bridges that are getting older.  It is worrying that, 
for whatever reason, it has been determined that no moneys will be made available in this year’s budget for 
bridge strengthening.  That is a big problem.   
Continuing on roads, I have to get out the banjo and sing the song about Indian Ocean Drive, but I will not put 
members to sleep.  Maybe they are going to sleep; I am not sure.  I have been working on Indian Ocean Drive, 
the coast road, in excess of 20 years.  I understand that it is agreed by all that the coast road is a necessity.  
Everybody wants it.  I have not heard anybody say that he is against it.  I have not heard anybody say that it is a 
dumb idea, it is not required or it is a waste of money.  Everybody tells me that it is a great idea, it needs to 
happen and the environment will benefit.  The Minister for the Environment, who is in the chamber, will agree 
with me that it will benefit the environment in the central coast region.  Why can it not happen?  I do not know 
why it cannot happen, but it must happen.  This road has been delayed and delayed and delayed.  Three times it 
has been put off, cast aside and postponed.  Everybody wrings their hands and says that they wish they could 
help, but it is not done.  It needs to be done.  This road would be quite unlike other roads in the benefits that it 
will bring to the state’s coffers.  An impact study on the road was conducted by consultants engaged by the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission.  The study revealed, on a wound-back, discounted analysis - in other 
words, they did their analysis and reached this point and wound back their assessment of the figures so that it 
could not be said that they were aiming for blue sky - that there were $750 million worth of projects in the 
central coast region in the five Shires of Irwin, Carnamah, Coorow, Dandaragan and Gingin.  That was a revised 
or downgraded estimate.  The cost of constructing the road in 2002 was $32 million.  The cost of constructing 
the road today is estimated to be $62 million.  Based on the 2002 report, the collection over 10 years of stamp 
duty, land tax and licensing fees attributed to the increased volume of traffic using that road would have all but 
paid for the road.  An amount of $30 million would be recouped over 10 years.  The road would pay for itself.  
That is apart from the unseen benefits and knock-on and multiplier effects that would result in jobs and 
everything else.  It is really disappointing that this road did not get a guernsey this year or, sadly, as indicated, 
that it will not get one next year.  The minister said in the house today that construction was set to begin in 2007-
08.  The road will provide benefits for the environment and will improve the safety of travellers on the Brand 
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Highway.  Social and economic benefits will also flow from it, and the economies of the central coast will 
flourish.  It will take about 1 500 vehicles a day off the Brand Highway.   
I have raised before in this place the safety of the Brand Highway.  The traffic mix on that highway is not 
dissimilar to the mix on many other highways.  I concede that heavy haulage and freight traffic clashes with 
tourist traffic, including international tourist traffic.  It is quite terrifying when driving up that road to see 
overseas visitors in small Budget hire cars or minibus-type cars, such as Taragos, with six or eight people in 
them, which are speeding and being driven in an unsafe manner.  That is really concerning.  About 160 000 
people visit the Pinnacles annually, and the number is growing.  A big proportion of those people drive 
themselves to the Pinnacles, and many are overseas visitors who have little experience driving in open country 
road conditions at high speed.  That mix of traffic will produce a tragedy unless traffic is removed from the 
highway through the construction of Indian Ocean Drive or, as is needed now, passing lanes are constructed 
between Gingin and Bibby Road, which is the Cervantes turn-off, a distance of 100 kilometres.  An amount of 
$1.8 million has been allocated in the budget for shoulder work on Brand Highway north.  That money will go 
towards installing an audible edge lining, which is a great safety initiative.  However, it seems to me that passing 
lanes would serve a much more productive safety role in the critical area between Gingin and the Cervantes turn-
off, which is used by tourists and tour operators.   

It is pleasing that $2.3 million will be spent on the Great Northern Highway.  Is that state money?  Where is the 
federal money that has been promised and allocated?  An announcement was made that the federal government 
had allocated $60 million-odd to that road.  I place on the record that during the estimates committee I will ask 
what has happened to that money, and whether this allocation is part of that money.  This is Highway 1.  It is a 
disgrace.  As a young fellow back in the late 1960s and early 1970s, I used to drive an eight-tonne truck carting 
grain to Welshpool and fuel back to the farm.  That road in places has not changed one little bit.  It is still 
underwidth for normal trucks.  It carries all the north west freight and is the so-called number one highway. 

I am sure that the people in Toodyay Road will be pleased to see that there is an allocation of $2.5 million for 
passing lanes on Toodyay Road near Gidgegannup.  Although Gidgegannup is not in my electorate, those people 
will appreciate that money.  However, the main cry from people in Toodyay is for a bypass.  Toodyay is not 
dissimilar to many small rural towns in the south west of Western Australia through which, in the past, old 
wagon trucks used to wind past a few buildings, around which towns grew.  The road, then in its narrow state, 
became the main thoroughfare and, in some cases, the main road.   

Also in the budget is an allocation for the final go-ahead for the sale of the Muchea saleyards.  What does the 
future hold for truck traffic coming from the eastern wheatbelt through Toodyay to the Muchea saleyards?  Will 
they use Julimar Road or Bindoon Dewars Pool Road?  They are two narrow, winding roads with lovely scenery, 
which are fine for a very pleasant Sunday afternoon drive but highly unsuitable for heavy road-train traffic.  
Once again, that is a planning issue.  Money really needs to be allocated there for what the future holds.  How 
will we control the traffic?  What is the long-term planning?  The pressure will be on and we must outline this 
and forward plan for it in a four-year program.  I do not see that occurring in the budget.  That lack of planning 
approach is very disappointing.  We cannot afford to just let it happen and see which way the trucks prefer to go 
on either of those two very unsuitable roads.   

Therefore, the Muchea saleyards are going ahead, after a lot of delays and indecision as to what should happen to 
them.  It appears now from the budget documents that they will go ahead.  There is an allocation in this year’s 
budget for roadworks at the Muchea junction.  Money has been allocated to align that road junction in 
preparation for the construction in coming years at the Muchea saleyards. 

I will touch on a few points relating to the Wheatbelt Development Commission.  It is interesting to note that 
other development commissions have done really well.  However, sadly, on my reading of the budget, the 
Wheatbelt Development Commission has had a cut of $448 000.  Its budget has reduced from $1.879 million last 
year to $1.43 million this year.  Once again, the wheatbelt appears to get a bit of a kick in the shins.  It is 
disappointing to see that reduction.  Development commissions play an active and important role in the provision 
of services in the regions.  I know about the good work done by the development commission in your neck of the 
woods, Mr Speaker.  There are 44 shires and well over 70 000 people in the wheatbelt region.  It is an important 
economic driver for the state; it is, therefore, disappointing to see that reduction.   

I applaud the government for increasing the allocation of funding to the Agriculture Protection Board.  The 
Minister for the Environment has indicated that there is additional funding for the cane toad control program, 
which funding comes from her department.  However, APB issues are of vital importance.  The rural areas face 
all the challenges of the weather in agriculture and fishing.  They face the challenge of the seasons and the 
moods of the weather.  It has not been easy for the wheatbelt for a number of years, but this year it is looking 
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really good.  However, the threat to our biosecurity is probably the biggest we could ever face.  Markets would 
be dramatically affected.  They would collapse if we were threatened with noxious weeds or diseases, which 
would kill our capacity to reach those markets with good, clean products.  It is imperative that we keep putting 
money into that area.   

I also wish to touch on the issue of wild dogs.  I congratulate the Minister for Agriculture for increasing the 
allocation of funds to wild dog control.  I know people who have stations in the goldfields, and the impact that 
wild dogs have had on their viability is amazing.  Friends who have a station in the north eastern goldfields ran 
about 9 000 sheep four years ago.  A few weeks ago they shore 1 400 sheep.  They are trapping, shooting and 
destroying up to 300 dogs a year on their property, yet they are still suffering the consequences of the number of 
these dogs.  It is as bad as a drought.  The owner of the station said to me that they might as well not have had 
rain for five or six years, because stock losses would have been exactly the same.  However, they cannot get 
exceptional circumstances funding for wild dogs.  I have recommended that they apply for it, because I see wild 
dogs as causing exactly the same results as drought.  It is good to see that the government is recognising that we 
need to keep the money flowing into that area, to keep those farms viable.   

I am pleased to see that funding has increased to the Western Australian Planning Commission.  There is so 
much work to do in the planning area.  It is an area of close interest to me.  We need to really get stuck into 
getting a lot of the backlog of the regional strategies up to speed.  It is great to see the funding appearing for the 
central midlands subregional strategy.  This area is within my electorate, and the strategy will set the broad 
parameters for good planning for local government.   

The fishing industry does not rate highly in the budget, in my assessment.  It is disappointing to see that there is 
not much mention of this very important and essential industry, which is of vital importance to coastal 
communities.   

The last thing I will touch on is the infill sewerage program.  I am extremely disappointed that money has not 
been allocated for this program.  Many areas in my electorate are in dire need of that program.  An example is 
the town of Lancelin.  People there are crying out for a sewerage program to enable new land releases to take 
place to encourage economic development.  These country towns will not move until the sewerage is supplied, 
because subdivision cannot occur without it.  

In conclusion, I am disappointed that my electorate has not fared better in the budget.  There is so much potential 
there.  Roads are the key, along with health and school funding.  Most importantly, the main road project has 
once again been left out of the budget.  This is extremely disappointing to the people in my electorate.  I will be 
urging, during the course of this year, that consideration be given next year to the allocation of money to begin 
the construction of that road.  All in all, the opportunities were there for the government to give some real 
economic drivers to the electorate of Moore, but they have been missed.   
MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [10.04 pm]:  It is good to be able to talk on the budget.  It gives us an 
opportunity to talk about some of the things that are or are not happening within our electorates.  It is one of the 
few occasions in the course of the year on which we can make some comments specifically about our electorates.   
I want to draw the parallel, as the Treasurer has done, between our economy and my car.  I want to briefly 
describe my car, and I want members to think of my car as Western Australia’s economy.  It is certainly not top 
of the range, but it is quite a tidy number.  It has one helluva engine.  It is evidently a supercharged V8.  Its 
transmission is starting to fail a little.  It is having a bit of trouble getting the power to the ground.  A bit of rust 
has set in in the bodywork and in some key parts of the chassis.  The electrical system is a bit rusty and needs an 
overhaul.  The radiator is low in water, although a big water bottle is in the boot.  It has a yellow sticker because 
it has a bullbar on it, and of course a bullbar is not compliant. 
Mr E.S. Ripper:  Is this the National Party you’re talking about? 
Mr T.K. Waldron:  Can I ask you about your anatomy? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN:  That is as far as I will go with that!  If I do not do something about my car, I will have 
some problems in the future.  That is pretty clear.  It is not just as simple as putting some money into the 
upholstery.  I must put some money into the infrastructure.  The benefit for me is that if I make that investment 
in maintenance and in fixing my car, I will have the car for a few years to come.  Likewise, if we invest in the 
areas of our state that are critical to its functioning, we invest in the capacity of our state to grow.  In my opinion, 
regional Western Australia is the engine room of our state and needs to have its fair share of investment to keep 
that engine going.   
I have a concern when I look globally at the budget.  I guess I draw a business comparison with it.  There is quite 
a bit of investment in infrastructure.  However, it is very hard to determine from the budget papers exactly where 
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those investments will go.  When people live in a regional area, it is a little difficult to find out exactly how 
much of that investment will go to their patch.  There is a big investment in infrastructure, but there is also a 
growing debt.  We should look at the relative amounts that are put into infrastructure and how much debt there 
is.  I guess it is always a fear in business that if debt is pushed up too much, it becomes hard to service.  We need 
to be conscious of that principle with the state’s finances.   
One issue that has already been raised tonight by my colleague the member for Wagin and also the member for 
Moore is roads.  A number of things stand out in my electorate, certainly in comparison with the marginal seat of 
Albany.  I am pleased to see that the member for Albany is at the back of the chamber, engrossed in the 
newspaper.  One of the most important issues is roads.  Roads stand out, and that issue has been raised a number 
of times tonight.  I will give members an idea of the network of roads in the great southern.  We were fortunate 
to have a briefing from Main Roads.  I compliment Mark Pasalich, who is the manager of Main Roads in 
Albany.  He did a tremendous job with that briefing, and he has certainly made every effort to keep me informed 
of what is happening in the great southern.  The area of the great southern is some 52 290 square kilometres.  
There are 1 558 kilometres of state roads and 13 284 kilometres of local government roads, of which 2 377 are 
sealed and 10 907 kilometres are unsealed.  Eighty-seven bridges come under the responsibility of Main Roads, 
and the area covers something like 13 local government authorities.  It is quite a patch.   
I will go through a couple of the more specific issues within my electorate.  I have raised them a number of times 
in questions to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  The one that stands out is Muirs Highway.  Some 
things have changed in the area in recent times.  One in particular has been the impact of plantation trees and 
plantation timbers.  It is a bit hard to see on this document that I am holding, and I will not table it.  However, 
when I had the briefing from Main Roads in Albany, I was given a map that shows the areas that will be 
harvested in the future in the great southern region.  A huge amount of timber will come out of that area.  We 
have known about this for some 10 or 15 years.  We need to plan for it.  In my opinion, we have not put enough 
funding into Muirs Highway to cater for the growth of the timber industry in those areas.  Hence, there will be 
some transport risks.  The timber industry is huge, and we need to make sure that the roads are able to cater for 
the changes we will experience.  I will read a letter that was written to me by a constituent who lives near 
Frankland and travels on Muirs Highway on a regular basis.  If members bear in mind the large number of trucks 
that use that highway, they will appreciate this person’s concerns about driving on that road.  This person 
writes -  

I am writing to you to raise my concerns about the safety of travelling on the Muirs Highway now.  As 
you are probably aware many of the blue gum plantations are beginning to be harvested, therefore the 
log trucks are constantly carrying logs to Albany via the Muirs Highway.  This road is not wide enough 
for the traffic and many of the trucks need to stay up on the road to avoid their trailers hitting the gravel 
sides and swaying all over the place.  This is extremely dangerous and I feel it is only a matter of time 
before there is a terrible accident.  

Those of us who travel the highway regularly know to slow right down and get off because the trailers 
are very unpredictable if they fall off the bitumen.   

I find it incredible the amount of infrastructure put into forming up the roads on the tree farms to get the 
logs to the road, then once on the highway it’s every man for themselves.  The highway hasn’t been 
widened or even maintained to accommodate this traffic.  The drops off the side onto the gravel are 
becoming increasingly dangerous.  This situation is disgusting in light of the fact that the Main Roads 
Department have had fifteen years to plan for these logging activities and have done nothing.   

Hoping that something can be done before it’s too late. 

I must highlight the fact that the timber companies have been very supportive in putting in place strategies to 
address the issue of risk on the roads.  One of those strategies has been that the timber trucks do not travel on the 
roads, particularly some of the shire roads, at the same time as the school buses are travelling on those roads.  
The timber companies are certainly going out of their way to do the right thing.  However, the government needs 
to make a commitment to the upgrading of these major arterial roads, in particular those that are used by the blue 
gum companies to transport logs to the port.   

I also took a phone call from a fellow who lives in Kendenup and happens to own a truck; I think it is a B-
double, perhaps with a trailer at the back.  He carts 60 to 70 tonnes at one time.  He talked about the inexperience 
of some of the people who are driving these trucks, particularly if they are travelling at 100 kilometres an hour, 
which they are perfectly entitled to do.  However, under the sorts of conditions that prevail on these roads, they 
are probably travelling too fast.  People have told me that if the back of the truck slips off the edge of the road - 
there is an 80 to 100-millimetre drop off the side of the road - and the truck then bites back onto the road, the 
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back of the trailer can sway by one or one and a half metres.  That is extremely dangerous.  He made a 
suggestion to me that I intend to raise with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure as an alternative, 
certainly in the short term, to fixing the roads.  His suggestion was that the speed limit for these trucks be 
reduced on certain designated roads.  That might make it safer for some of the more inexperienced drivers of the 
larger trucks and thereby make it safer for other road users.   

I have had a briefing with Main Roads, as I have mentioned.  The likely upgrade for Muirs Highway is six or 
seven years away.  As the lady mentioned in her letter, we have known about this for about 15 years.  It is my 
understanding that the previous government made a commitment to upgrade that road.  That commitment has 
now been dropped.  We are still six to seven years away from a significant upgrade of that road.  I have also 
taken the step of writing another letter to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to ask questions about the 
management of the maintenance of these roads.  One issue is the capital works projects.  There are a lot of 
capital works projects in this budget.  However, another issue is the management of the maintenance of the 
roads.  I believe road maintenance is put out to private contract.  It is important that the people who are in charge 
of managing the road maintenance ensure that the roads are maintained to the required levels, particularly if they 
are carrying a lot of traffic from the likes of the blue gum industry.  Muirs Highway is certainly a hot spot.  I 
hope that some of the black spots funding that the minister talked about earlier today will be picked up for Muirs 
Highway.   

Recently I had the good fortune to go to a breakfast meeting in Albany, at which the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure highlighted the investments that would be made through this budget in the Albany region.  We 
talked about the Albany ring road.  Stage 1 is 6.7 kilometres in length.  The budget shows an amount of 
$5.1 million towards a total of $7 million, which will complete stage 1.  Stage 1 will only take vehicles coming 
from the east and north east to get to the Mirambeena plant for woodchipping.  It does not do anything to stop 
trucks that come from in-field chip-mills.  Those trucks travel straight from the mills to the port.  A lot of trucks 
travel through the urban areas of Albany.  In many cases, because of their size, when they approach a 
roundabout, they simply keep going.  They do not stop.  It is very difficult for a truck of that size to do so.  The 
government needs to fully fund the project.  It is somewhere between $30 million and $40 million; I do not have 
the final figure.  The government needs to complete all three stages because that will solve the problem.  
Completing stage 1 is a step in the right direction; however, I firmly believe it is not a big enough step.  There is 
some uncertainty for the landowners along the site of stages 2 and 3, particularly stage 2 on the link road site. 

Another road project that has been requested for some time is the Mt Barker northern bypass.  It relates to the 
plantation timber industry.  The plan for the bypass is for trucks coming from the west to go along Albany 
Highway to the Mirambeena chip-mill.  At present, they use the road that meets Albany Highway near the 
railway line.  The trucks have to turn through 60 or 70 degrees, which is quite dangerous.  The truck drivers have 
to wait until both sides of the road are free of traffic.  The Mt Barker northern bypass must be given some sort of 
priority because the junction is an issue.  It is a $6.1 million project.  Main Roads says that some works are in 
progress; they are contained in the budget.  However, the final part of the project will not occur until 2007-08.  
That is a long way off.  Activities in plantations in the area will peak in the next two to three years.  The road 
project needs to be in place to cater properly for the movements of the trucks.  Another significant aspect 
concerning the northern bypass is that it is occurring at the same time as another in Mt Barker, which is the One 
Community One College project.  It is intended to amalgamate the primary school and high school on the high 
school site.  As members might know, that is just outside the town at the northern end of Mt Barker.  It is the 
same spot that the Mt Barker northern bypass is planned to come out.  We have an unusual situation in which the 
government is supporting two major projects - one of which has works in progress - but they have not been lined 
up.  There is a very strong view in the community that the northern bypass must be in place when the primary 
school is relocated to the high school site.  There are safety issues.  High school students ride bicycles to the 
school because it is somewhat out of town.  In future, primary school students will also do so.  That will be 
before the bypass is in place to cater for truck movements.  Hence, there will be increased risk for students 
travelling to school.  At the very least, if the funding for the projects cannot be brought forward, they need to be 
lined up.  The projects need to be undertaken concurrently to address the risks posed to students travelling to 
school.  The school project is planned for 2006-07 and the bypass is planned for 2007-08. 

Another road of concern, which does not fall under Main Roads but is controlled by a regional road group and 
local government, is Woogenellup Road.  There was an accident recently in which a young lass was killed.  The 
unfortunate thing about Woogenellup Road is that it happens to be in a place that lines up a lot of east-west 
traffic.  Many of the big trucks that travel from the west over towards Esperance go through on Woogenellup 
Road, which is quite narrow.  Given it is a local government road, it is not a substantial road.  Nonetheless, 
government has a role to play in upgrading that road, perhaps through the regional road group fund.  As the 
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member for Wagin indicated, the regional road group fund has increased from $23 million to $27 million.  I 
believe that, previously, funding was in excess of $40 million but it has been reduced significantly over time.  
We need to reinstate that funding and spend it on those key roads, particularly arterial roads that link east-west 
traffic.  

Another couple of areas in my electorate that are working very hard to get road funding support are the 
communities of Denmark and Walpole.  I have referred a couple of times in this house to the level of tourist 
traffic along the south coast.  Something like 230 000 visitors a year go through Walpole largely because of the 
Tree Top Walk, which attracts about 190 000 visitors a year.  Denmark and Walpole are focused on tourism.  
They are very keen to upgrade their main streets to make them more attractive to the tourism population.  
Effectively, their main streets are the doormats to their towns and it is important that they put the right foot 
forward.  Both towns are taking steps to upgrade their main streets.  In both cases the road that goes through the 
town is the main street and it carries a lot of traffic.  Consequently, it has safety implications.  The Towns of 
Denmark and Walpole are trying to address those safety issues in plans that have been put forward.  The plans 
for the Denmark community include a couple of roundabouts, which are funded under a project worth 
approximately $1.5 million, and that is not substantial in the scheme of things.  Nonetheless, they will improve 
the doorstep to that town and the safety issues of trucks moving through a highly populated area.  

The Walpole community is engaged in the consultation process.  The Shire of Manjimup has engaged a 
consultant to put a couple of planning options to the community for how the entrance to and the main road 
through town might be upgraded.  Those projects need some support.  

I refer also to the Amelup Crossing in the member for Roe’s electorate, which has been raised with me a couple 
of times.  As I have said before, there was a very near miss during the last flood of 1 April.  A car containing a 
couple of people drove across the road, and it was washed off the road.  One person managed to get out before 
the car was washed off the road; it made a couple of turns and the second person got out.  That crossing badly 
needs addressing.  It involves risk to some of the unwary or inexperienced travellers.  Some recent rains - not 
those of 1 April - in the great southern caused a logjam of some trucks at Amelup Crossing.  A lot of trucking 
companies in Albany use it as the major thoroughfare for their business.  If their business can be stopped by 
flooding at a simple crossing, some funding should be allocated to it as the implications go far beyond looking at 
a nice stretch of road.   

When I went to the dentist recently, the dentist was halfway through cleaning my teeth when the power went off.  
Power failures can occur for all sorts of reasons beyond the control of Western Power, such as trees falling onto 
powerlines.  I thought it amusing that I experienced a power blackout and here I am talking in this house about 
Western Power issues.  An issue for which I have been pushing very hard and for which I will continue to push 
is the upgrade of the power lines to Frankland.  The original lines were developed for a relatively small farming 
community.  Frankland now has significant developments with vineyards and olive orchards.  It is interesting 
that the Frankland area has the biggest orchard in Western Australia, and that it is 600 hectares of olives.  There 
is one unique aspect to this, and I take the opportunity to mention it.  The owners of the orchard will undertake 
marketing olive oil in Europe - a lot of olive oil comes from Spain and Tuscany, as we know - at a time when 
European olive oil production wanes.  Olive oil lasts for about 12 months and is best when it is fresh.  In the 
second half of the year when European olive oil is not fresh, it is no good.  Therefore, the orchard owners will 
market their olive oil when the European olive oil is not fresh, which is rather innovative.  I wish them all 
success with what they are doing.  I have tasted their wares and they have a tremendous product.  In addition to 
those 600 hectares of olive orchard, something like 2 000 hectares of vineyards in the area produce some of the 
best wines in Australia, and indeed the world; yet, the area does not have a decent backbone powerline to enable 
those companies to source energy other than through diesel generation, which is a shame.  One of the biggest 
companies in Fern Grove is a listed company.  It is awesome to sit on the top of that company’s facility and look 
over it.  It must shut down something like two-thirds of its production facilities when production is in full swing, 
simply to save power.  That issue needs to be addressed, and it could be done by simply upgrading the powerline 
to Frankland.  One of the points I made to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development - I 
cannot remember whether I spoke to him or whether it was in a letter - was that investment needs to be made in 
areas that produce something and give something back.  This is not an investment to fix something that is 
broken; it is an investment in a region, a business and a group of people who are really making an effort by 
putting their livelihoods and their funds on the line to get ahead.  It is an investment for the state to get ahead.  
To my mind it would be a very worthwhile investment for us to make.   
Another issue with Western Power is that of making transmission lines safe.  This matter has been raised a 
couple of times tonight by the members for Moore and Wagin.  We are all too familiar with the Tenterden 
disaster some 18 months ago.  The issue needs to be addressed.  I am pleased to see that Western Power has 
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engaged helicopters to map the areas and highlight concerns.  I hope that it will not be too long before it follows 
up that work to address the issues so that those areas can be fireproofed and some changes made so that the 
disaster that happened some 18 months ago is not repeated.   
I am pleased that the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development is here because I have his 
media release that refers to grants of up to $200 000  for regional headworks.  I was pleased to see that and I 
hope that the grants will be accessible by some of the smaller communities.  Headworks and headwork charges 
for development in smaller towns are an important issue, because the cost of the development is greater than the 
likely return on the sale of blocks.  There is, therefore, no incentive for a developer to get in and do something.  
Communities like Frankland suffer from a huge shortage of houses.  There are not enough houses for people who 
work in the region to live in.  Each of the vineyards creates two, three or four permanent jobs.  The communities 
want families with kids to come in to support the schools and make a contribution to the region, but there is 
nowhere for those people to live.  A couple of people in the area are keen to get developments under way.  They 
are probably aware of the headworks grants.  I hope that the grants can be used as a catalyst to support those 
developments.  It is not only Frankland, as other small regional towns are involved.  Manypeaks and Wellstead 
spring to mind.  Wellstead has a supporting mining development, and people are keen to provide opportunities 
for people to move to the town on a more permanent basis.  Government has a role to play through community 
service obligations.  In some areas, the government should take a stance and state that it is committed to what is 
happening in the region and provide support through CSOs to provide the necessary headworks so towns can 
move ahead. 
I now turn to infill sewerage.  I was pleased to see an announcement by the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure of a $6.3 million infill sewerage program in the great southern.  I have no reference regarding 
exactly where it will be provided, although some developments are taking place in Little Grove.  The infill 
sewerage program needs to be picked up across all regional Western Australia, and certainly no less so in the 
great southern. 
I highlight an interesting issue, to which I do not have an easy solution - the government probably does not 
either.  I was door knocking during the election campaign in the Little Grove area, which is an outer area of 
Albany.  It is the patch the member for Albany commonly makes reference to; namely, when sitting in his office, 
he tells people from that area that they can speak to him rather than travel to Mt Barker to see me.  While door 
knocking, I saw in the front garden of a house a sign indicating that the household had won a Waterwise award 
for Albany for a certain year.  The garden was obviously water efficient.  The gentlemen owner outlined that as 
he was only 150 metres from Princess Royal Harbour, he had to put in a Biomax effluent disposal system at a 
cost of $10 000 when he built his house three years prior.  The cost of a normal sewage system is $4 000.  It had 
to be done simply because of the location of the house.  No deep sewerage was available at that stage.  The deep 
sewerage system now runs past his house, and, three years after he built the house and installed the effluent 
disposal system, he has two choices.  He must pay rates simply because the system passes his house.  However, 
if he chooses to connect to the system, at his cost, he must pay rates, and also pay to decommission his old 
Biomax system at a cost of something like $1 000.  This fellow won an award for being water wise, and installed 
an appropriate effluent disposal system to look after our environment and prevent leaching into Princess Royal 
Harbour, yet he will be hit on a couple of fronts for doing the right thing.  I do not know the answer.  
Nevertheless, something is amiss if it is made hard for a person who tried to do the right thing and conserve 
water.  We might have a talk to government down the track about how to solve such a problem. 

I turn now to education.  I talked in an earlier speech in this house about the one college, one community project 
in Mt Barker.  I now bring members up to speed.  This is not just an issue of putting the primary school on the 
high school site in an amalgamation.  The community has spent some time putting together a plan to bring the 
schools together on one site, and also to bring TAFE and some community services into the school community.  
A number of government community services operate in Mt Barker.  There is a potential to integrate many of the 
services on the school site, where a number of synergies could be achieved.  Imagine young mums taking kids 
aged three or four years to school and obtaining services normally found at the local hospital or other community 
organisations.  It would be a natural roll-on of going to school on a regular basis and picking up kindergarten 
children etc.  The different agencies involved are the Department of Education and Training, Department of 
Health, Department of Community Development, Disability Services Commission, Department of Indigenous 
Affairs, Department of Agriculture - Mt Barker has an agricultural wing and the department can make available 
the services it pushes into the community - and, of course, local government.  This is unique.  I have never 
before seen anything like this project, in which community services are to be integrated on a school site.  It is an 
opportunity for some of the bigger regional centres, which need these efficiencies to be able to maintain the level 
of service that is required in those areas, particularly some of the areas that have a decreasing population.  The 
government has made a commitment of funds towards the planning for this project, which will start next year.  It 
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is a $7 million commitment.  Unfortunately, $7 million probably will not be enough.  I understand from local 
discussions that $10 million is more likely to be the figure to move the whole primary school onto the high 
school site.  I urge the government to consider making that commitment to do it all in one go.  We do not want a 
half-baked attempt at producing what this community has worked so hard towards.  If we finish up with 
something that is a bit patchwork, we will lose the impact and the opportunities that this project could present.  I 
certainly urge the government to make up that gap between $7 million and $10 million.   

I understand that my electorate has fared quite well in funding for school maintenance.  I cannot find anything in 
the budget papers to show that; I am just relying on what people have said.  There is a list of jobs, and as the 
principal of the College of Agriculture in Denmark, I have been involved with that.  Some $900 000 worth of 
maintenance backlogs need to be addressed.  The last thing we want is our schools being depleted and degraded 
so that our kids do not have a good learning environment.   

The member for Albany mentioned in a 90-second statement not long ago a project that was the brainchild of the 
Director General of the Department of Education and Training.  A similar project was also conducted in 
Geraldton.  It was done at the request of the member for Albany.  It was the schoolyard blitz program.  Each 
school in the district was offered $5 000 to make over the entrance statement to the school.  That was a challenge 
for the schools; $5 000 will do only so much.  The schools then leveraged those funds to pick up a heap of other 
funds to make over their school entrance.  The amount of community spirit that resulted from that exercise was 
huge.  The outcomes were not just a new makeover at the entrance to a school that is warm and fuzzy, but also 
the engaging spirit in the school community as a result of the makeover, which will last for other projects.  I was 
one of the judges for the project, and one of the school entrances that I had the good fortune to look at was at Mt 
Lockyer Primary School.  A little lass called Emma showed me around.  Emma was as nervous as anything when 
she showed this politician around her school, but she was a great kid.  We finished up having a cup of tea at a 
spot inside the school where the kids, staff and parents who were involved in the project had hung pictures of its 
progress.  In one framed picture someone had outlined how much time was donated to the project and how much 
in-kind support went into it.  Bearing in mind that $5 000 came from the Department of Education and Training, 
and counting the hours that went into it at about $15 or $20 an hour, there was $60 000 worth of effort.  
Leveraging $5 000 to more than $60 000 worth of outcome is huge.  That school was certainly deserving of 
second place.  In passing, I congratulate the winner of the project, Flinders Park Primary School. Mt Lockyer 
Primary School came second and, I am pleased to tell the member for Wagin, Tambellup Primary School came 
third.  

Mr T.K. Waldron:  I am a bit disappointed that it didn’t win, considering you were a judge!   

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  It had a chance.  My patch did not do too well either.  Of course, commendations went to 
Little Grove, Mt Manypeaks and Frankland Primary Schools.  Those three schools fall into my patch and I was 
pleased to see the effort that they put into their schoolyard blitz.  We need more of those initiatives, particularly 
in regional areas, because they certainly encourage school spirit.   

Another issue that arises from time to time in smaller communities is the staffing of smaller schools, particularly 
schools in which the number of students is tailing off.  A concern has been raised with me about the Mt 
Manypeaks Primary School.  The number of students expected to be enrolled at that school next year is likely to 
result in the school not being able to offer three classes; it will have to go back to two classes - one from years 1 
to 4 and the other from years 5 to 7.  We need to cut a bit of slack for these smaller schools.  It is easy to be a 
rationalist and to say that as the number of students in the school is dropping, some resources should be taken out 
of the school.  The impact of that on smaller schools is huge.  We have to be cognisant of that and we should 
perhaps cut them a little slack from time to time.  We should not do that forever, but we should do it long enough 
to help the schools adjust to the changes that occur, because those changes are significant for those communities.   

Albany Residential College was mentioned in the budget, and receives an allocation of $500 000 towards 
planning.  I did not see any figures in the forward estimates.  I believe that the government has that listed as a job 
to do.  I would like a commitment to be made to that.  Although Albany Residential College is in the electorate 
of Albany, it supports people who live in the regions by enabling them to access a quality education service in 
Albany.  The current facility is like a labyrinth.  It is provided for isolated students.  In my opinion it requires a 
significant upgrade to bring it up to the standard that we expect for our kids when they live away from home.   

I do not have a lot of time left, so I will gloss over a couple of issues.  I refer to health services and disability 
services support.  I have spoken about the Denmark multi purpose service.  An amount of $250 000 has been 
allocated towards planning for that, which is to start in May 2006.  The Minister for Health has made a 
commitment to that, for which he still needs support from Treasury.  The sooner that can be done, the better.  
The minister is all too well aware of the sensitive nature of that project in Denmark, particularly the siting issue.   
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Mental health services have been raised tonight, which is a big issue in regional areas.  I will highlight one point 
that has not already been raised; that is, the need to address mental health issues at an early age, particularly in 
schools.  It has been strongly shown that if strategies can be put in place in schools, there is less of an issue in 
our community when people get older.  An investment in mental health services in schools to support people at 
an early age would be worthwhile.   

I will highlight a couple of issues, one of which I have raised with the Minister for Disability Services.  A 
number of parents are caring for their older kids who have mental health issues or who suffer from ADHD and 
cannot look after themselves.  A certain amount of support is provided to parents for education needs and so on 
when their children are young.  At some stage, a lot of that support drops off.  A couple of parents in my 
electorate are working very hard to support their children, who are now young adults in their mid-20s who 
cannot care for themselves.  They have fallen through our clutches a bit.  It would be great to find a solution to 
that issue.   

Another group has fallen through our clutches.  A number of grandparents in my electorate have won custody of 
their grandkids.  This surprised me.  I did not know that this was an issue, let alone a big issue.  I refer to two 
grandparents in particular who are looking after their grandkids simply because their own sons and daughters 
have not been able to take responsibility for those children.  Because these grandparents have custody of these 
children, they take on the role of parents to them.  These people are at a certain stage of life and have built up 
resources for their retirement.  However, they have to draw on those resources to support these kids.  They are 
doing a wonderful job for our community.  They are doing the right thing by us all.  If we cannot throw them 
some aid, something is wrong.  The alternative to grandparents not looking after their grandchildren is not good.  
It would be good to do something about this issue.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You might note in the budget, if you check through it, that there is special provision for what 
you are talking about.  I will invite you the next time we run a camp at Albany.  We did that about two or three 
weeks ago for grandparents.  I would be more than happy for you to attend that with your constituents. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I would like to take the minister up on that offer. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You are absolutely right, and I could not agree with you more, that we need to recognise that 
very special group of people. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Exactly.  They are putting in a huge effort.  I was successful in getting a Seniors Card for 
one of them.  There are some federal provisions to chase. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I would be happy to talk to you out of the house about your own constituents in that regard. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN:  I would love to talk to the minister. 

Something like $13 million is going towards public housing in the great southern.  There are some significant 
issues in Mt Barker itself, particularly with the Aboriginal community.  The houses they are living in are 
shocking.  I have taken up that issue with the Department of Housing and Works in Albany.  It has a plan in 
place, and I am hoping that the funds the government has put in place in the budget will address some of those 
issues in my electorate. 

Moving on very quickly, I now refer to natural resource management.  I do not have a lot of time to talk about 
this matter.  It is pleasing to see that the Walpole Wilderness Area draft management plan is out in the 
community now for discussion.  It is important that we match the changes to the Walpole Wilderness Area, 
national parks and marine parks - that is, designating them as national parks and so on - with resources.  It is no 
good calling them national parks, marine parks or wilderness areas if they are not matched with resources to 
properly manage them.  One area in my electorate that is a little controversial is the Gull Rock reserve.  There 
are moves to designate that reserve a national park.  It is a sensitive issue in the community, as people have been 
using the Gull Rock area, particularly Gull Rock beach, for many years for community recreation.  It is 
important to those people that they can maintain those recreational pursuits, yet the area might come under a 
national park banner.  There is a lot of work for the Conservation Commission to work through with the 
community for the community to get the outcomes it wants. 

There are a couple of issues with agriculture.  Again, I am running out of time.  It is great to see support for the 
agriculture research institute in the form of $28 million in the forward estimates of the budget.  I would love to 
see some cooperative research centres located in the regions; that would be a good outcome.  I would have liked 
the Minister for the Environment to be in the chamber; however, I support all the moves by the Department of 
Environment and AgWest and the allocation to them of some $900 000 to deal with the cane toad threat.  It is a 
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huge issue.  An article in today’s The West Australian said that dealing with the cane toads is probably more 
important than protecting Ningaloo.  I would say that is accurate. 

Agriculture protection and biosecurity are huge issues and it is a good thing to see funding support for them.  Of 
course, there is a need for regional investment in WA to get resources out into the regions and the farming 
community to support not only the services they provide but also the people employed and working in the 
regions. 

In summary, the following allocations have been made to the great southern and Albany in the electorate of 
Stirling: $5.4 million to Albany Port Authority; $9.1 million to waterfront development; $10 million to the 
convention centre; $20 million in forward estimates to upgrade Albany Regional Hospital; $4.9 million to the 
water tank at Mt Clarence; $4 million to stage 1 of the Albany and regional resource centre; $4.3 million to 
additions and improvements to the Albany court building; and $1.2 million to the Albany police complex.  In 
Stirling allocations have been made of $5.1 million to stage 1 of the ring road; $250 000 to the Denmark 
metropolitan planning scheme; $500 000 towards planning of the Albany regional residential college, which will 
arguably support the regions; $700 000 for planning Mt Barker Primary School; $706 000 to Camp Cowaramup; 
$100 000 to complete stage 3 of Castle Rock redevelopment program; and, of course, general funds for infill 
sewerage and public housing.  In my opinion, Stirling has not fared very well, certainly not compared with the 
marginal seat of Albany.  I would have loved to see more investment in the great southern region.  The keys 
there are infrastructure and roads in particular.   

MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [10.49 pm]:  The state budget for 2005-06 provides for revenue collections 
by the government of $14.2 billion and expenditure of $13.7 billion, leaving a $521 million surplus.  It is 
interesting to see the growth in the revenue available to the government, over the past couple of years or so.  
There was an 8.1 per cent increase in revenue in 2004-05, and an 8.3 per cent growth in 2003-04.  The expected 
growth this year of 3.1 per cent is somewhat lower, but nevertheless significant, particularly when aggregated 
with the growth in the previous two financial years.  The increase in funds available to the state government has 
been very substantial, and results from an increase in funds available from the federal government by virtue of 
the goods and services tax, which is much greater than was predicted three or four years ago.  It is ironic that the 
Labor Party strongly opposed the introduction of the GST, but is now benefiting so much in all the states and 
territories from much greater than predicted revenue collections.  There has also been a substantial increase in 
collections from stamp duty, which is not referred to explicitly in the budget papers, particularly in budget paper 
No 3.  I find that a bit surprising, given that there has been quite a substantial increase, particularly as a result of 
this government, during its first term, increasing the stamp duty rate on property conveyancing by 25 per cent, 
and then reducing the rate by five per cent, leaving a net increase in rates of 20 per cent.  The total collections 
have more than doubled, to around $1.2 billion, because of the increase in property values over the past four 
years as well.  There has also been a significant increase in funds available from mining royalties.  The result of 
all that is that the government has a much greater ability to fund its activities than would otherwise be the case.   

Some aspects of the budget are pleasing; for example, the additional funding being directed to much-needed 
maintenance in government schools, and the upgrading of some of the older schools.  In the first term of this 
government, from 2001 until February this year, the maintenance backlog in government schools doubled from 
about $31 million to about $65 million.  The opposition can take a significant amount of credit for the fact that 
the government, in the final year of its first term, woke up to the fact that this issue needed to be dealt with and, 
finally, not all that long before the last election, allocated $65 million to deal with the backlog.  That only 
occurred after a substantial amount of pressure was applied by the opposition.  I was shadow minister for 
education for three of the past four years, and the former Minister for Education and Training has acknowledged 
the effect of the pressure applied by the opposition.  The opposition also identified the problem of a lot of the 
older schools, particularly those built in the 1950s, 1960s and, to some extent, the 1970s, now being substandard 
and out of date, and lacking facilities.  In the election campaign, the opposition promised to allocate an 
additional $100 million over four years to deal with that problem.  I am pleased that the Labor Party has 
allocated a similar or greater amount, given that it knew how much was available.  I would much prefer to be in 
government, putting that policy into effect, but it is of some comfort that the Labor government responded to the 
pressure applied by the opposition, to provide a significant increase of funds to deal with the problems of older 
government schools.   

In my electorate, the Kalamunda Senior High School has recently had quite a substantial upgrade, costing a little 
in excess of $1 million.  In fact, one million dollars of the funds that were expended were allocated by the 
previous coalition government, when the member for Cottesloe was Minister for Education, as a result of the sale 
of AlintaGas.  The upgrade that has occurred at Kalamunda Senior High School was scheduled to occur in the 
fourth year of the program under which $40 million was to be expended from the sale of AlintaGas.  That has 
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recently been completed.  However, there is still a need for the two home economics classrooms at Kalamunda 
Senior High School to be upgraded internally.  Not much has changed in those classrooms since the school was 
built in about 1964.  They are very much out of date.  Any new school or more recently built school would have 
much more modern facilities.  About $200 000 is needed to upgrade the home economics classrooms at 
Kalamunda Senior High School.  I have written to the Minister for Education and Training about that.  In the 
election campaign the Liberal Party made a commitment to provide those funds within the first year or so that we 
would have been in government if we had won the election.  That did not happen, but I very much hope that the 
Labor government will agree with the need for $200 000 to be allocated so that the home economics classrooms 
at Kalamunda Senior High School can be brought up to standard.  If the decision is made soon to allocate the 
funds, I will be very appreciative, but, more importantly, the school community will be appreciative if the 
Minister for Education and Training makes that decision, as I hope she will. 

On the question of school maintenance and the upgrading of government schools, I was quite amazed, after the 
election had been called, to see signs appear outside two of the government schools in my electorate - namely, 
Kalamunda Senior High School and Lesmurdie Primary School - trumpeting the fact that the government was 
allocating $65 million for school maintenance and that those two schools would benefit from that.  There is 
absolutely no doubt that those signs were nothing more than blatant political propaganda.  Those signs were paid 
for by taxpayers and were erected during the election period.  I took up that issue with the Director General of 
the Department of Education and Training, who took action to stop any further erection of those signs at sites 
outside government schools where they had not already been placed at that time.  That was about two weeks 
after the election was called.  Unfortunately, he did not take any action to ensure that the signs that had been 
erected were removed.  The State Supply Commission had a different and more appropriate view of the matter.  
It required that those signs, which, as I said, were nothing more than political propaganda paid for by taxpayers, 
be removed.  The signs were removed.  I believe that is a matter of substantial embarrassment for the Labor 
government.  However, it shows the lengths to which this Labor Party will go to engage in gimmicks and stunts 
to try to fool the electorate that it is getting on and doing things of substance, when in reality the best it can do is 
to produce flashy signs using taxpayers’ funds.   

The issue of the Kalamunda District Community Hospital in my electorate is an extremely important one.  It is 
one that I have raised on many occasions in this chamber, particularly since we have been in opposition.  When 
we were in government previously I also raised the issue.  However, when the coalition was in office, fortunately 
a much more sympathetic view was taken of the needs of Kalamunda hospital and of the local community.  
Unfortunately, since the Labor Party has been in office, I have had to raise the issue far more frequently to try to 
get an appropriate response from the government.  It is pleasing that the redevelopment of the hospital is finally 
occurring.  I note from the budget papers that about $4 million is expected to be expended in 2005-06.  Of 
course, those funds were originally allocated in the budget of May 2000 when the Liberal-National coalition was 
still in office.  Unfortunately, it has taken about four or five years for the funds to be put to use by the current 
government.  Nevertheless, something is happening.  Unfortunately, the redevelopment does nothing for 
obstetric services or upgrading the operating theatres at Kalamunda hospital.  That is of major concern to the 
community in my electorate.  In particular, there is an enormous amount of concern about the Labor 
government’s plan to remove obstetric services from Kalamunda hospital.  The Minister for Health, in arguing 
that the obstetric services at Kalamunda hospital should be transferred to Swan District Hospital, relies on the 
review of obstetric services in Western Australia that was undertaken by Dr Harry Cohen.  He also relies on the 
Reid report, which was completed just over 12 months ago.  The Reid report in turn relies on the Cohen review.  
That review takes a very centralist approach to the provision of obstetric services.  Many of the professionals 
involved in the provision of obstetric services argue that it is entirely safe and proper, and it may even be more 
beneficial in many respects, to provide obstetric services on a more decentralised basis so long as there is 
appropriate case selection.  The argument that is used by the Minister for Health is very convenient for him.  It 
is, in reality, driven by financial issues, in particular the arrangements that the government has in place for the 
funding of obstetric services at Swan District Hospital, rather than any genuine clinical issues.  In question time 
last week I asked the Minister for Health whether any decision had been made about the timing of the removal of 
obstetric services from Kalamunda hospital.  The minister denied that any decision had been made about that 
matter.  However, that is in conflict with what I understand the staff were told in a briefing at the hospital earlier 
this month by Mr John de Campo, the recently appointed chief executive officer of the North Metropolitan Area 
Health Service.  I understand that in that briefing it was made clear that obstetric services would be removed 
from Kalamunda hospital by the end of the year.  Those two pieces of information are clearly in conflict.  The 
community that is served by Kalamunda hospital deserves a much clearer, and perhaps more honest, explanation 
than has been provided by the government so far.   
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I encourage the Minister for Health, and others involved in the health sector who are making decisions about the 
future of services at not only Kalamunda hospital but other hospitals around the state, to read the comments of 
Hon Helen Morton, one of the recently elected members for East Metropolitan Region in the Legislative 
Council, in her inaugural speech in the Legislative Council on Wednesday 25 May.  Hon Helen Morton is an 
experienced health administrator.  I will not repeat all the comments that she made about the provision of 
obstetric services at smaller hospitals, but one of the points she made is that recent research indicates that there is 
no link between lower volumes of births, particularly in the range of 100 to 500 a year, and adverse clinical 
outcomes that involve low-risk births.  The Minister for Health and his staff, and the staff in the Department of 
Health, need to have a good look at some of the more recent research that has been undertaken in this area.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You should look also at that member’s record and the cost of obstetrics at Armadale hospital.  
You may recall that a real issue came out of that a couple of years ago.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I find the minister’s comments very interesting.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I am not questioning her judgment, but I am certainly questioning what it cost us at that time 
in terms of the particular arrangements for the supply of obstetric services.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I think the minister is questioning her judgment.  Hon Helen Morton can speak for herself on 
this issue very effectively and capably, and much better than I.  My understanding is that there was a very 
desperate need to ensure continuity of services, particularly anaesthetics at the Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial 
Hospital.   
Mr R.C. Kucera:  It was a highly publicised issue. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  It may have been highly publicised but that does not mean to say that criticism of the then 
general manager of the Armadale Health Service is warranted.  I find the minister’s comments interesting. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Do your research. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The minister should look at the cost of providing obstetric services at Swan District Hospital 
and the relative lack of value for taxpayers’ money that is being obtained at the moment.  I believe that is what is 
driving a lot of what is happening in Kalamunda.   
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Not really; not if you read the report on obstetrics that the eminent professor did about two 
and a half years ago. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  If the minister had been listening, he would have heard me make reference to that report.  I 
made the comment that it was a very centralist view of the provision of health services.  Other research and 
surveys indicate that some of the concerns raised in the report are not warranted.  If the government is going to 
make this sort of change, it is essential that it does a reasonable degree of community consultation.  The 
community in my electorate would be much more understanding if an effective and honest argument were put up 
by the government about why it intends to remove obstetrics from Kalamunda.  Approximately 400 babies are 
born each year in the Kalamunda District Community Hospital.  It is not a small number.  The community 
should be taken into the confidence of the government instead of being simply dismissed.  The Premier 
commented that there are winners and losers in these decisions.  He implied that people in the Kalamunda 
district will be losers.  If there were a better explanation and a better-argued case put by the government, people 
would be more understanding. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Don’t you have a role as the local member to put the case that is put by the report? 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  There is certainly a case for me to take up the concerns of the local community.  I will 
certainly take back to the local community genuine concerns that are raised on a clinical basis.  The minister is 
making the mistake of relying excessively on the report.  I have always said - particularly as the Minister for 
Health who established the inquiry into obstetric services at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women - that I 
will take the point of view that clinical safety is paramount. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  Surely that was the main thrust of the report. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  It is a limited report in that respect.  As I said, there are many other aspects that need to be 
taken into account.  If there are genuine issues of clinical safety at Kalamunda District Community Hospital or 
anywhere else, they need to be of paramount consideration.  The case is simply not made.  I do not have time to 
go into all that now.  Indeed, we need professional people to argue that case.  It is an important issue, but the 
government has not told the whole story about the matter. 
The member for Yokine referred to the Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital.  It is disappointing that the 
government has not gone ahead with the establishment of the high-dependency unit.  The member for Yokine 
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was the Minister for Health at the time.  It is my belief that there was a fair amount of lobbying by clinicians 
associated with Fremantle Hospital to ensure that a high-dependency unit was not established at the Armadale-
Kelmscott Memorial Hospital.  That has been very unfortunate.  It was planned and intended when the coalition 
government made the decision to build the new hospital at Armadale.  The decision to not establish it has made it 
much more difficult to attract specialists to Armadale and to base their practices there.  It has also impacted on 
what was formerly Galliers Private Hospital, which was co-located with the public Armadale-Kelmscott 
Memorial Hospital, and made it much more difficult for it to function successfully.  In reality, it has resulted in 
the government’s buying out the private operators of that wing of the hospital under the guise of making beds 
available for public health services.  In reality, it was a way of spending about $15 million of taxpayers’ money 
to buy out the company and get the government out of a very difficult legal situation.  I believe the government 
might have lost had it been taken to court over the issue because it did not fulfil all the necessary commitments 
under the lease contract for that facility.  Unfortunately, that has resulted in a loss of choice for residents of the 
south east metropolitan area.  The government made a big thing about the fact that it had bought back something 
that was privatised.  It was not privatised.  Armadale was a public hospital, but it was co-located with a private 
hospital.  Patients had a choice and that made it much more viable for medical practitioners, particularly 
specialists, to be able to operate there, and that was a good thing for residents of the Armadale region.  
Mr R.C. Kucera:  That is somewhat disingenuous of you. 
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I do not think it is disingenuous. 
Mr R.C. Kucera:  It is disingenuous because the private sector, not the public sector, received the advantage.  
Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I understand sufficient public beds are in the public hospital at Armadale given it was 
completed only four years or so ago.  It was started when the coalition government was in office.  I do not 
believe there was an undercapacity of public beds at Armadale hospital.  As I said, by removing the private beds, 
it has removed the option for privately insured patients to undergo private treatment.  When private patients take 
up that option, they ease the burden for the public health system.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  That is a federal argument that has never held water.  As an ex-health minister I am surprised 
you have raised that.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I think I am raising a very valid point.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The reality was that you were trapped into making a decision that you would not have made 
if you had had the option.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  What decision was that?   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I am referring to Galliers.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I was not trapped into any decision.  Armadale hospital had the best of both worlds.  It had a 
brand new, wonderful public hospital and a private wing co-located with the public hospital and they shared 
resources and facilities.  It provided the best of all words for the people of the Armadale region.  Far from being 
trapped into any unfortunate decision, we had a very good outcome which, unfortunately, has deteriorated since 
the Labor Party has been in government.  I do not raise these issues to attack the member for Yokine as a former 
Minister for Health, or anyone else.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  I am not suggesting for one moment that you did.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I raise the issue because it is a matter of genuine concern to the residents of the Armadale 
district.  If the member for Armadale were here and being honest, I am sure she would admit that that is the case, 
albeit she probably would not want to admit it.   

I am pleased that further police facilities will be constructed on the former Midland railway workshops site as 
part of the police operations support facility.  The original announcement about the establishment of the police 
facility was made in January 1998 by the coalition government when I was Minister for Police.  A couple of 
weeks ago the Minister for Police and Emergency Services announced that a crime investigation command will 
be established at Midland.  I accept that that is an additional development and will be of benefit to the local area 
and will result in new facilities being available to the police.  However, if the government is to be completely 
honest about all this, it will acknowledge that much of what is happening at Midland was announced by the 
previous government in January 1998.  It was indicated then that the traffic and operations support, the 
communications branch, information management, the forensic section, the major crash investigation section and 
the other sections of the Police Service would be located at Midland.  Unfortunately, the transfer of facilities 
under the current government has been somewhat slower than I would have liked to see or would have expected 
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had we been returned to government.  Things are slowly happening, which is pleasing, but the current 
government should give due credit where appropriate.   

The Minister for Police is in the headlines at the moment for what we argue is entirely inappropriate disclosure 
of information in a way that really results in an abuse of her office.  I was interested and, I must say, 
disappointed during the election campaign to receive copies of campaign material from the Labor candidate for 
Midland, who also happens to be the Minister for Police, in which she was making prominent use in at least 
three different campaign brochures as well as newspaper advertisements of photographs involving herself and 
uniformed police, and indeed senior police, including the superintendent of the east metropolitan police district.  
In one case, in a brochure that was distributed during the last week of the election campaign, there was even a 
photograph involving the Labor candidate for Midland, who is the Minister for Police, the Premier and the 
Commissioner of Police himself in uniform.  In my view that is an entirely inappropriate use of photographs that 
have been taken for other purposes.  I make no criticism of any of the police officers involved in those 
photographs.  I have no doubt that they did not give their approval for those photographs to be used.  The 
photographs were not originally taken for Labor Party electioneering purposes.  I believe that they were taken for 
other, more official purposes or for government use as opposed to being used by a political party.  However, the 
Labor Party and the member for Midland used them in a completely inappropriate manner, which is, 
unfortunately, another example of her abusing her office.  This is not a new issue.  I also made those comments 
on 1 February of this year, I think it was, during the election campaign.  Perhaps it is particularly pertinent now 
because of the other debate that is going on about the minister divulging information inappropriately.  I believe 
that the Minister for Police does, at the very least, owe an apology to the police officers concerned, including the 
Commissioner of Police, for using their photographs in Labor Party election campaign material.  This is in stark 
contrast, of course, to the attitude taken to other candidates, particularly Liberal candidates, one of whom is now 
elected as the member for Murray, who were previously police officers.  If I recall correctly, the Liberal 
candidate for Yokine was also a former police officer.  They were understandably refused approval to use any 
photographs of themselves in uniform in their election campaign material.  However, the Minister for Police was 
using photographs of senior uniformed police, including the Commissioner of Police, in her election campaign 
material.  That is completely and utterly inappropriate and, at the very least, demands an apology from the 
minister, if not more.  I have a couple of questions on notice on that issue, and I will be very interested to get 
responses from the Minister for Police.  I also make the observation, without wanting to harp on the point, that I 
understand the member for Yokine has also used photographs of himself in uniform in his Labor Party election 
campaign material.  Clearly, the Labor Party believes that there is one rule for itself on this matter and one rule 
for everybody else.  It is time to end that hypocrisy, and it is certainly time for the Minister for Police to account 
for her actions. 

Returning to my electorate, Roleystone is a new part of the Darling Range electorate following the boundary 
changes.  I notice that the former member for Roleystone, the current member for Bassendean, pricked up his 
ears at the mention of Roleystone.  Somewhat unfortunately, the district of Roleystone is now divided between 
the Darling Range and Serpentine-Jarrahdale electorates.  In one sense, it is beneficial because electors have two 
Legislative Assembly members looking after their interests - 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  I don’t think the locals see it that way. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I agree that it certainly would be better if the whole of the Roleystone district were in one 
electorate.  The boundaries are drawn by the Electoral Distribution Commissioners, who must balance the 
numbers.  In some cases, unfortunately, boundaries run down backstreets, as occurs in Roleystone and the 
northern end of my electorate at Gooseberry Hill and Maida Vale, and as occurs in many other parts of the state.  
The issue I raise, in which the member for Bassendean will be very interested, is the announcement by the 
Premier of an allocation of $250 000 for the Roleystone community to revitalise and upgrade the town centre.  I 
notice the member for Bassendean nodding.  I understand that it was announced by the Premier - no doubt the 
previous member for Roleystone was present - about December last year. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  Perhaps it was a little later; maybe it was January. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  In that case, it was very close to the election. 

Mr M.P. Whitely:  You’re right; it was December. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  My point is that the announcement was welcomed by the local community.  I hoped that the 
allocation would appear in the budget.  I can see no reference in the Budget Statements at this stage.  I hope that 
the funds will be available in 2005-06, and that it was not simply an illusionary commitment that will disappear 
now the area is represented by a non-government member.  I trust the member for Bassendean will share my 
thoughts. 
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Mr M.P. Whitely:  I’m already onto it. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  If any action is needed within the Labor Party, I encourage the member to take it.  The 
community would be rightly more than disappointed - in fact, people would be outraged - if the commitment 
made by the Premier were not made good over the next 12 months or so. 

An allocation that is clearly visible on page 100 of the Budget Statements, volume 1, is $2.6 million for the 
refurbishment of ministerial offices.  I note that the explanation in the Economic and Fiscal Outlook is that the 
funds will be made available for the refurbishment of four ministerial offices.  That is an average of $650 000 a 
ministerial office.  I do not begrudge ministers having their offices upgraded to some extent when necessary, and 
I do not bemoan the fact that some painting or other maintenance is necessary from time to time.  I recall that my 
former ministerial office had some changes made and refurbishment undertaken some 18 months before the 2001 
election; however, this was largely through a desire to reduce the size of the office so that the amount of rent 
paid could be reduced.  I understand the need for refurbishments to some extent.  Nevertheless, I will be 
interested to hear from the government an explanation of how it will spend $650 000 on average across four 
ministerial offices, and I am very interested to know which ministerial offices are involved.  I note that only one 
minister is in the chamber at the moment, and I will not put the spotlight on the Minister for the Environment - 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  It’s not mine.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The minister denies that it involves her office; obviously it applies to a number of other 
ministerial offices.  I can understand that some funds need to be expended for this purpose, but it is questionable 
whether it is necessary to spend $650 000 each on four offices.  We need an explanation from the government in 
that regard. 

I have responsibility for the transport portfolio in the opposition.  I note that capital works funding for road 
construction and maintenance in Western Australia - an area with very big needs - has been reduced quite 
significantly in this budget compared with the 2004-05 budget.  Capital works expenditures are estimated to be 
$368 million in 2004-05, which drops to $302 million in 2005-06 - a drop of $66 million.  I also note that in the 
recurrent budget, there is a substantial reduction in the amount expected to be spent on road infrastructure for 
state development from $197 million to $94 million.  I acknowledge that in some other components of the 
recurrent budget there is either a modest increase or, in one case, a more substantial increase.  However, it 
appears that there is a significant reduction in the funds that are available for major road projects in this state.  
That is unfortunate, because, as I said in debate in this chamber last week, we are not just talking about matters 
of economic efficiency or public convenience, as important as those issues are; we are talking about matters of 
life and death on our roads in this state, as we see on an all-too-frequent basis.  Appropriate and adequate 
attention needs to be given by the government to developing the state’s road infrastructure for the benefit of the 
residents of the state.   

I note that $2.5 million has been made available to improve the conditions on South Western Highway in the 
Hester Hill area close to Donnybrook.  That is, of course, welcome, given the treacherous state of that road, 
particularly in poor weather conditions.  A lot more than $2.5 million needs to be allocated to bring the South 
Western Highway in that area up to an appropriate standard.  I note also that $4 million has been allocated for 
the Peel deviation, the extension of the Kwinana Freeway southwards and the construction of the deviation 
around Mandurah.  That $4 million is only a small amount, but at least it will get things going to some extent.  I 
will be very interested to learn how much has been allocated in the forward estimates for 2006-07 for the 
construction of the Peel deviation, bearing in mind that $20 million of the federal government’s $170 million 
contribution is dependent on the state getting on with the construction of the Peel deviation by the end of 2006.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  What a stunt that is.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The state government clearly has the time and the opportunity to get on with the construction 
if it wants to.  As I said, $4 million has been allocated in 2005-06 for that project.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Have you looked at the forward estimates?   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The member can tell me how much is in the forward estimates. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I can’t tell you the precise amount, but it is envisaged that it will proceed.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I would like to know the figure because I do not think it is shown in the budget papers.  Of 
course, the minister should advise us how much will be allocated in 2006-07, or, in particular, by the end of the 
2006 calendar year, so that we know whether the $20 million will be available from the federal government.  
Clearly, the federal government is trying to put pressure on the state government to get on with the project.  
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There is an urgent need for the construction of the Peel deviation, and we all agree that it needs to be undertaken 
very soon, given that it will probably take two or three years to complete.   

A specific project that is very much needed and has been funded to the extent of $10.5 million in the federal 
budget is the construction of a new interchange and overpass at the intersection of Roe Highway and Great 
Eastern Highway in the Midvale-Bellevue area.  The state needs to allocate a similar amount of $10.5 million for 
that project.  I cannot see any reference to that in the budget papers.  I hope it is contained in the budget 
somewhere, and I would like an explanation from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure about it.  I use that 
intersection quite often.  I am very much aware of the congestion that occurs in the area.  It is certainly an 
intersection that needs attention very soon.  The fact that the federal government has allocated $10.5 million is 
very much a cue for the state to get on with the project.   

Another specific project that needs attention is the upgrading of Great Eastern Highway between Perth airport 
and Burswood.  That road is also very much congested to a large extent in peak-hour traffic.  As the main route 
into Perth from the airport for interstate and overseas visitors, it needs to be given a much better appearance and 
requires a greater degree of traffic efficiency.   

What is unfortunately not included in the budget is any allocation of funds for the construction of the Fremantle 
eastern bypass or stage 8 of Roe Highway.  I regrettably understand that it is Labor Party policy to not construct 
either of those much-needed major road projects.  The Liberal Party has made a clear commitment, both before 
the last election and since - in fact, the decision to recommit to that decision was made only last week - that in 
government we will go ahead with the construction of the Fremantle eastern bypass and stage 8 of Roe Highway.  
Unfortunately, that will require the reinstating of the Fremantle eastern bypass reservation in the metropolitan 
region scheme, which was removed by the Labor Party.  I am sure that many Labor Party members privately 
regret that 30 years of good long-term planning by successive Labor and coalition governments was thrown out 
the window by the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and the Labor government as a whole.  An 
appropriate way to describe that action is as an act of planning vandalism.  The construction of those road 
projects is very much needed in the long term, the medium term and even the short term.  It is regrettable that the 
government is selling land that was reserved over the past 30 years for the Fremantle eastern bypass.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  How much did the Liberal Party allocate in its election commitments to the building of Roe 8 
and the Fremantle eastern bypass?   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  If I remember rightly, it was something like $60 million.  I do not have the papers in front of 
me.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  What is the project cost?   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Probably more than that.   

Mr M.P. Whitely interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I do not know the specific amount.  The point is that, at the very least, the metropolitan region 
scheme reservation should have been left in place.  I am sure that the member for Riverton privately agrees with 
that, because he has been put in a rather difficult position.  He had to come up with a silly little stunt during the 
election campaign to disallow large trucks from travelling through his electorate along South Street or Leach 
Highway.  What a ridiculous situation!  What about the people who use Leach Highway west of the Kwinana 
Freeway?  The government does not care about those people because they do not matter to the Labor Party.  That 
is the ridiculous situation we face.  Last Saturday I attended an auction of six lots of land that were being sold by 
the government.  It was interesting that only one of the six lots sold on the day.  No interest was expressed on the 
day for four lots and some interest was expressed in the other lot, but not sufficient to buy it.  Presumably, 
people still have concerns about the future of this land.  They should have concerns, because it should be part of 
the metropolitan region scheme reservation that was in place for 30 years.  If the Liberal Party is re-elected to 
government at the next election - I accept that is at least three and a half years away - the reservation will be 
reinstated.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  Member for Darling Range, I know that you have only a short time left, but I want to make a 
quick point.  There is no point in promising to do a $260 million project in four years if you allocate only 
$60 million to it.  That is a disconnection that you must deal with.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  Obviously, the project is started and then it is funded as a whole over time.  I suggest that the 
member look at the Tom Price road if he is concerned about that sort of problem.   
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As has been explained on previous occasions, what is of concern to the opposition is the enormous cost of the 
Perth to Mandurah railway.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure recently announced that an extra 
$45 million was being added to the budget for that project, taking it to a total of about $1.563 billion.  The 
opposition believes that a disproportionate amount of taxpayer funds is being used on the construction of that 
project.  Most significantly, we have probably not seen the end of the cost increases for that project, given that 
some of the most difficult work is yet to occur.  We have major concerns and issues with the budget allocations 
for the transport portfolio, and we will debate those further.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 11.34 pm 

__________ 
 


